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Gil Blas being diſguſted at the vicious Manners i the 
Actreſſes, leaves Arſenia, and gets into a more repu> 
table Family. 


ide, I yet retained ſome ſmall degree of 
honour and religion, and therefore de- 
termined to leave the ſervice of Arſenia, 
and have no more to do with Laura, though ſhe ſtill 
poſſeſſed a ſhare of my heart, in ſpight of her flagrant 
infidelity. How happy is the man who can thus 
profit by the cool moments of. reflexzon which inter- 
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I therefore one morning at day-break packed up my 
cloaths, and without ſettling affairs with my miſtreſs, 
who owed melittle or nothing, and without bidding my 
dear Laura fare wel „Ileft the bouſe, which was an uninter - 


rupted ſcene of debauchery. No ſooner had I executed | 


ſo noble a reſolution than Heaven rewarded me for it ; 
for.chancing to meet with the ſteward of my late maſ- 
ter Don Matthias, I ſaluted him, and he recollecting 
my face, ſtopped and enquired if I was in any ſervice 
at preſent. I replied, that I bad juſt come out of my 
place; that after having ſtaid about a month with 


Arſenia, of mhoſe. behaviour I was not very. fond, I 
had now leſt her of my own accord, to preſerve, my 


innocence, The ſteward, like a manofa very tender 
conſcience, applauded me for the ſtep I had taken, 
and told me, that ſince I was ſo virtuous, he would 
uſe his utmoſt efforts to ſetile me advantageouſly. 
He ſwlfilled his promiſe, and a few hours afterwards 
introduced me into the ſervice of Don Vincent de 
Guzman, with whoſe Reward he was e ac- 
quainted. 

It was impoſſible for me to be n in a better fac 
mily, and therefore in the end had no cauſe to com» 
plain for ſerving in it. My maſter was a very wealthy 
old nobleman, who had lived many years without ei- 
ther wife or law-ſuit; the phyſicians having carried 
het off this mortal ſtage by endeavouring to free her of 

a cough, which ſhe might ſtill have been troubled 
with, had ſhe not come under their hands. Inſtead 
of courting another. ſpouſe, he cloſely applied himſelf 
to the education of Aurora his daughter, the only 
fruit of theic_marriage, who was then, entering into 
her twenty-ſixth year, and who might be juſtly called 
an accompliſhed lad 


with no common ſhate of 
beauty, the was vg Ee d ſenſible, having ſpared 


: FU LAS? 3 1 


cent, though he was no conjutet, had the happy talent 
of managing his affairs with prudence. He had one 
fault, which, however, is pardonable in an old man; 
he took great pleaſure in talking, and particulatly of 
wars and bloodſhed. If any body unluckily touched 
upon this ſtring when he was preſent, he 1immediately = 
put the heroical trumpet to his mouth, and happy 

were the hearers, if they got off for the relation'of three 
battles and two fieges. Having ſpent 'two:thirds of 


his life in the army, his memory was an inexhauſtible 


ſource of exploits, which were not always heard with 
ſo-much pleaſure as he related them. He was beſides 
very prolix, and ſtammered greatly, which made his 
narrations very diſagrecable. But, taking him alto- 
gether, I never knew a nobleman of fo fair a character, 
He had a great deal of æquanimity, and was neither 
whimſical nor obſtinate; a qualification of which fer 

people of quality are poſfeſſed. Though he was a good - 
ceconomiſt, yet he lived very genteelly. His domef- 
ticks confiſted of ſeveral lacqueys, and three women 
who attended upon Aurora. 1 ſoon perceived that 
Don Matthias's ſteward had procured me a good place, 

and therefore uſed all my etideayours to keep myſelf 
in it. I began firſt by reconnoitring the ground; that 
is, ſtudying the tempers of every individual in the fa- 
mily; then, regulating my conduct by the obſervations 
I made, I ſoon gained the eſteem of my HT . 


the love of all my fellow ſervants. 


I had hardly lived a month with Don Vinkent, 
whih I imagined I perceived his daughter diſtinguiſh- 
ed me from all the valets in the houfe. "Wheneyer 
her eyes. happened to fix upon me, I remarked à kind 


of complaiſance in her countenance, which I never faw 


when 8 i . my fellouws. Ik I ork not * 
N 34, ww A: '2 3 bi ann Are | 


Sai to cultivate her natural genius. Don Vin- | 
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ved among fops and players, I hould never have hay 

it into my. head, to think that Aurora had the ſmalleſt 
tegard for me; but L was much ſpoiled among thoſe 
gentlemen, who make little difference betwixt a lady 

of the moſt virtuous, and one of the moſt; vicious cha» 
racter. If I may give credit to thoſe buffoons, ſaid 1 
8 to myſelf, the women of quality have their whims as 
well as other people, and are ſometimes very benefi 
cial, if a man does but know how to make a right uſe 

of them: And who can tell but my miſtreſs may be 

as capricious as her neighbours. No, no, added I im- 
mediately, ſhe is not of this kind, ſhe is none of thoſe 
Meffalinas, who, forgetting their exalted birth, unwors 


diſhonour themſelves without bluſhing. She is rather 
one of thoſe. virtuous, though tender-hearted young 
ladies, who, ſatisfied with the bounds. preſcribed by 
honour to their. inclinations. do not ſcruple to enter- 


tain.and inſpire.a delicate paſſion, Which en, 
them without the leaſt danger, 


Such were my ſentiments of ann though: I aid 
not well know what-to think of her behaviour. When» 
ever ſhe ſaw me, ſhe ſmiled, and an expreſſion of joy 
was viſible in her countenance; ſo that, without pats 
ſing for a fool, any man might-have been enſnared by 
ſuch fair appearances as theſe, I could not reſiſt them 
any longer, but concluded, that ſhe was very much 
captivated with my merit, and began to reckon my- 
ſelf one of thoſe fortunate ſetvants, whoſe lives are by 
love rendered agreeable and eaſy. That I might ap- 
pear.in ſome-meaſure leſs unworthy of the favour which 
my good fortune intended to procure me, I began to 
be nicer about my perſon than formerly; I ſpent all 
the money I had in linen, waſhes, and eſſences. My 
ſirſt employment in the morning was to dreſs and per- 
ſume myſelf, that I mig ug bes in diſhabille, if T had 
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occaſion to appear before my miſtreſs. With. chis and 
other airs which I aſſumed, I e N . " 
happineſs ſpeedily approached. / "IE, 

Among Aurora's women there was one called Or. | 
tiz, who was pretty old, and had ſerved upwards of 
twenty years in the family, nurſing the young lady, 
and was ſtill in the capacity of a duenna, though ſhe 
no longer performed the odious part of that function; 
but on the contrary, inſtead of being a ſpy upon Au- 
rora's actions, as formerly, her ſole: bufineſs was now: 
to conceal them. One evening Dame Ortiz having, 
found an opportunity of ſpeaking to me privately, 
whiſpered to me, that if L was wiſe and ſecret, I ſhould 
be in the garden at midnight, where I ſhould be in - 
formed of things which would not be diſagreeable to- 
me. I ſqueezed the duenna's hand, and told her, that- 
ſhe might depend upon my appearance at that time; 
and we parted immediately, for fear of being ſurpri+ 
zed. How tedious did the time ſeem from that in- 


ſtant to ſupper, though we ſupped very early, and from 


ſupper to my maſter's going to bed! Every thing ſeem 

ed to be done ten times flower than it was wont; an& 
to crowa my chagrin, when Don Vincent retired to- 
his chamber, inſtead of thinking of ſleep, he began to- 
fight over again all his battles in Portugal, which had 
before ſtunned my ears an hundred times. But one 
thing which he had never told me before, reſerving 
it till that night, was the name of every partieular of - 
ficer who had performed any wondrous atchievement, 
and he even recited their exploits. How impatient 


was I till he finiſhed! However, at laſt the larum 
ceaſed, and he went to bed: Upon which I flew to 
my little apartment, from whence there was a paſſage 
by a pair of back - ſtairs into the garden, and anointed! 
my whole body with eſſence; I then ꝓut on a n | 
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ſhirt, which I ſtrongly perfumed; and having negledt 
ed nothing that might contribute to excite my mil-_ 
treſs s affection, away I went to the place appointed. 


Ortiz not being there when I arrived, I concluded 
that ſhe had been tired with waiting, and was retired 
to her chamber, and that the long-wiſhed-for moment 
was. paſt. I began to wiſh Don Vincent at the devil 
for this, and as I was curſing his wars and campaigns, 


I heard the clock ſtrike ten. When 1I heard this, 1 


imagined that the clock was wrong, and could not per- 


ſuade myſelf that it was leſs than one o'clock. But 


L happened to be deceived on the right fide, for a full 


quarter of an hour after this, I heard another clock 


ſtrike ten again. Very well, faid I to myſelf, I have 
now no more nor leſs than two ſwinging hours to 
dance attendance, and they ſhall not complain of my 
punctuality. How ſhall I employ my time till twelve? 
I will e'en take a turn in the garden, and ſtudy the 
part I am to play, which is a pretty new one to me, 
who am but a novice in the whims of women of A 
lity. I know well enough how to act with common 


wenches and actreſſes: you accoſt them with a fami- 


Iiar air, and come to the point at once; but ladies of 


faſhion are not thus to be dealt with. There, I ſup- | 


poſe, the gallant muſt be complaiſant, polite, tender, 
and reſpectful, though not too timorous neither; in- 
ſtead of endearouring to haſten the violence of his tranſ- 
ports, he muſt patiently wait for the moment of tae - 
fair one's weakneſs, _ re | 


This was my opinion of the matter, ant in this 


manner did I determine to behave to Aurora. I com- 
forted myſelf as well as I was able with the thoughts 


of preſently ſeeing myſelf at the feet of that adorable: 
object, and of ſaying a thouſand paſſionate things to 
her. I called to mind all thoſe (craps of plays 1 0 
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in her apartment. 


or GIL L A8. Fl 


acquired when I was amongſt the -theatrical gentry; 


_ thinking they might be of ſervice to me, not doubting 


but I could apply them properly enough, and hoped to 


paſs for a wit, after the example of ſome players whom 
Iknew; though all the wit I could boaſt of was a good 


memory. Abſorped in theſe reflexions, with which 
1 was more agrecably entertaĩned than with my maſ- 
ter's warlike atchievements, I heard the clock ſtrike 
eleven. Upon this I took heart, and plunged again 
into my reverie, ſometimes walking, and ſometimes 


fitting in an arbour at the farther end of the garden. 


At length the long expected hour of twelve ſtruck,: 


and in a few minutes Ortiz, as punctual, though not 
ſo impatient as myſelf, appeared. 


Signior Gil Blas, 
ſaid ſhe, how long have you been waiting here? Two 
hours, replied I. Tou were determined then, faid ſhe 
laughing, not to be behind hand: It is a pleaſure. to 
have an aſſignation with you. And indeed, conti- 
nued ſhe with a ſerious air, you can never pay toe 
dear for the good fortune I bring you. My miſtreſs - 


is defirous of talking with you in private: I ſhall fay - 


no more; you mult hear the reſt ſrom her own 
mouth. Follow me, and you- ſhall preſently ſee her 
Upon which Ortiz took me 
by the band, and conducted me to. her through a little : 
private door, of which ſhe kept the * 
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In het Manger Auf ore ack Git Blas, * what 
Converſation paſſed between them. 


' Stepped forward in the quot reſpectful manner, 
and faluted Aurora, who was ina diſhabille. She 
4 © 
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received tne with a ſmiling countenance, made me-fit 
down near her, notwithſtanding all my ſham excuſes, 
and told Ortiz to retire into the next room. This in- 
troduction pleaſed me vaſtly, and ſhe thus addreſſed me: 
You muſt certainly have perceived, Gil Blas, that I 
Have beheld you with a more-favourable eye than any 
of my: father's domeſticks; yet even though you have 
not obſerved my regard for you, 5 wy! ſtep wilt 
_ Sully convince you of it. 3 
. prevented her from ſaying any more, * imme- 
diately jumping from my ſeat, and in a tranſport throws 
ing myſelf at her feet; thus acting the part of a man 
of gallantry, and exempting her from the confuſion of 


a more formal explanation.” Ah! madam, cried I, 
3s it poſſible: that Gil Blas, hitherto the foot-ball of 
fortune, and the outcaſt of creation, is ſo bappy as to 


3nſpire you with ſentiments . Speak lower, interrupt- 
ed Aurora ſmiling, you will awake my maids, who 


zre aſleep in the next room. Riſe, take your ſeat a- 


gain, and hear me to the end without interruption, 
Yes, Gil Blas, reſumed ſhe with a graver countenance, 
Jam your well-wiſher, and to give you a proof of my 


eſteem, I will intruſt you with a ſecret, upon which 
depends the entire repoſe of my life. I am in love 
With a handſome young gentleman, nobly deſcended, : 


and very rich, called Don Lewis Pacheco: I have nes 
ver yet ſpoken to him, though I have frequently ſeen” 
him in public; I am even ignorant of his character, 


and do not know but he may be a perfon of bad mo- 
rals. This is what I want to know, and make choice 


of you for this purpoſe, being confident I may intruſt 


you with the commiſſion. I hope you will acquit 


yourſelf with ſuch addreſs and diſcretion, that I ſhall 


have no reaſon to Sri for e Tu " con- 7 
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My miſtreſs now pauſed, to hear what reply L had 


to make. I was at firſt a little confounded at being : 
| fo diſagreeably undectived;; but I preſently recolleQed. 


myſelf, and having overcome the ſhame with which a 


piece of temerity that proves unſucceſsful is always at- 


tended, I expreſſed ſo much zeal for my lady's intexeſt, 


and ſo. ardently devoted myſelf to her ſervice, that tho 


ſhe might ſtill continue to think that I had flattered 


myſelf ſo far as to think the was in love with me, IL. at 


leaſt convinced her that I knew how to make amends 
for my folly. I demanded but two days to bring her 
a perfect account of the character of Don Lewis. As- 


ter this ſhe called Dame Ortiz, who conducted me 
back into the garden, and left me there, faying at 


parting, Good night, Gil Blas, you have given ſo noble 


a proof of your punctuality, that I need not recommend 
it to you to be early at the next aſſignation 


J returned to my apartment hot without ſome cha- 


grin, to find my expectations baulked. However, 1 
was wile enough to reflect that. it was more ſuitable to 
my condition to be the confident rather than the lover 
of my miſtreſs. I alſo conſidered that this might he 


a profitable employment for me, as the meſſengers of 
love are generally handſomely paid for their troublez 


and therefore went to bed fully determined to execute 
whatever Aurora ſhould entruſt to my care. As fooh 


as I aroſe the next morning, I went out about this af 


fair, and had no difficulty in diſcovering the houſe of 


ſo famous a cavalier as Don Lewis. I enquired into 


bis character in the neighbourhobd, but no one could 
fully inform me of ic. This made me renew my en- "2 
quiries the next day, when I proved more ſucceſsful. - _ 
Accidentally meeting a young man of my atquaint- 
ance, we ſtopt to chat a little. In the mean time a 
friend of his ITE up to us, * told 85 comrade That 
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Don Joſeph Pacheco, the father of Don Lewis! had 
juſt turned him from his ſervice, on ſuſpicion of hay- 


ing drank a caſk of his wine. I ſeized this oppoxtuni- 
ty of fully informing myſelf of every thing I wanted 
to know, and ſucceeded ſo well by the queſtions I 

aſked, that I returned home very well pleaſed at my 


being able to keep my word with my miſtreſs. The 


next night was the time. I was to ſee her again, at the 
ſame hour, and in the ſame manner as before; but 1 
did not ſuffer. ſo much uneaſineſs that night, and was 


ſo far from hearing my maſter's ſtorĩes with i impatience, 


that I myſelf introduced the ſubject of his campaigns. 
J waited for twelve with the utmoſt tranquillity, and 


I did not go into the garden till I heard it ſtrike by-ſe- 
veral clocks, void of eſſences and perfumes, en 


for the future to, ſpare myſelf that expencteQ. 


I found the truſty Ortiz at the place of eee 
and ſhe upbraided me in a ſatirical manner for having 


flackened my diligence. I made no reply, but follow- 


ed her to Aurora's chamber, who immediately at my 
entrance enquired if I had got good intelligence of Don 
Don Lewis. Les, madam, ſaid I, and I will in two 
words inform you of it. Know then, in the firſt place, 
that he will ſoon ſet out on his return to Salamanca, 
in order to finiſh his ſtudies. He is a cavalier of great 


honour and probity,and being aCaſtilian and a gentle- 


man, be is not deſtitute of yalour. He is alſo very ſen- 
{ible and witty, and his behaviour is very -engaging; 
but that which you will perhaps diſlike the molt of all 
you have yet heard is, that he is too much of the tem- 
per of moſt of our young noblemen, being a great rake. 
Would you believe it? Young as he is, he has already 
two aQreſſes in keeping. How! Gil Blas, is that re- 
ally poſſible? Are you ſure that your information is 
good? Indeed, madam, e I, L do not in the < leaſt 
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doubt it, being told ſo by a ſervant, who was turned 
away from his father's ſervice this morning; and fer- 
vants are commonly pretty ingenuous, when they talk 
of their maſter's failings. Beſides, he keeps company 
with Don Alexo Ssgiar, Don Antonio Centelles, and 
my Don Fernando de Gamboa, and that alone is a plain 
The demonſtration of his libertiniſm. It is enough, Gil 
the Blas, cried ſhe ſighing; I am determined on the credit. 
of your. report to combat my unworthy; efeftion 


was which, though it has already taken root too dee in 
ace, my heart, I do not deſpair to tear it out. Theres coit- 
ns. tinued ſne, giving me a ſmall purſe well filled, take 
and that for your trouble; have a care of diſcloſing my ſe- 
ſe - eret, and renne that I n eee in Tour: * 


ing erecy. 1 eg” BE 

# £ I told Aron that. te 1 not Foy in the leaſt unea- 
dus, ſy upon that head; as I: was the very Harpocrates, of | 
ing faithful confidents. Thus ſaying, I withdrew, impa- 
OW- tient to view the contents of my purſe, which amount - 


my ed to twenty piſtoles. If my miſtreſs pays me ſo hand- 


Don ſomely for ſuch unwelcome news, ſaid I to myſelf, What 
two would ſhe not have given me, if I; had brought her 
ace, welcome tidings ? and 1 began to repent that I had not 
nca, imitated the lawyers, who: ſometimes conceal the. real 
reat matter of fact in their verbal, Proceſſeßs. I. was ſorrx 
for having nipped in the bud an, intrigue, that might 
ſen- have been ſo advantageous, to me; but, however) L hId 
ing; the comfort to ſind myſelf indemnißied fox; the charge 
f all J bad. fo. ik Buy PA} to hn: e PAY * 
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OT long altert this Sbrehtiire my. taſtes fell 
sick. His difeaſe was ſo violent, that Dad He 
even been younger we had reaſon to dread the ifNus. 
The moment he was ſeized, the two moſt celebrated 
Phyficians of Madrid were ſent for. The name of 
the one was Dr. Andros, and of the other Dr. Ogque- 
tos, who having carefully examined the patient, agreed, 
that the humours of his body were in a fermentation, 
though in every thing elſe their opinions were different. 
We muſt immediately, ſaid Andros, purge off the hu - 
mours, though they be crude, while they continue in 
this violent agitation, as it were of flux and reffux, leſt 
they ſettle upon ſome noble part. On the other hand, 
Oquetos maintained that they 'vught to wait till "the 
'Hamours were concocted, beore they ſhould make uſe 
of purgation. But your method, reſumed the firſt, is 
quite the reverſe of that of the king of phyſie: He or- 
ders purgation in the beginning of the moſt violent fe- 
vers, and ſays in expreſs terms, that we ſhould not 
fail to purge ſpeedily, when the humours' are in the 
orgaſm, chat is to ſay, in a ſtate of fermentation. © Ay, 
there is your miſtake, reptied Oquetos; Hippocrates 
does not by the word orgaſm mean the fermentation, 
but the concoction of the humours. Our doctors now 
became paſſionate. One quotes the Greek text, and | 
introduces all the authors who are of his opinion; the 
other, * on a Latin tranſlation, outbawls his ad- 


i, 
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verſary. | Which: of them was in the right, my ma- 
ſter was not a proper perſon to decide, but fixed upon 


him who had diſpatched moſt patients; I mean the elk 
deſt of the two. Upon whieh Andros, who was the 


younger, marched off, but not without darting ſome 
ſevere refleftions upon his ſenior: about his i interpreta- 
tion of the word orgaſm. Oquetos, ho came of vio- 


torious, acting agreeably to the principles of Dr: an- 


grado, began his work by ordering my maſter to be 
copiouſly bled, deferring his cathartic till the humouts 
were coneocted: but Death, who I ſuppoſe was afraid 


the purgation ſo wiſely delayed would rob him of his 


prey, prevented the concoction, and carried off Don 


Vincent. Such was the end of my maſter, who pe- 


riſhed becauſe his — was, ST of . . a 


language. 
Aurora IR hk PW 8 hh alt Lain 


able pomp, took poſſeſſion of his eſtate, and being now 


her own miſtreſs, ſhe turned off ſome of her domeſtics, 
rewarding them agreeable to their good ſervices, and 
retired to a ſeat ſhe had on the banks of the Tagus, bes. 
tween Sacedon, and Buendia. I had the good fortune 
to be one of thoſe whom ſhe retained, and who went. 
into the country with her, where 1 happily became a 
neceſſary perfon. Notwithſtanding the faithful account 
I had given her of Don Lewis, ſhe ſtill retained a paſ. 
ſionate regard for him, or rather not having been able 
to overcome her paſſion, ſhe had given herſelf up in- 
tirely td it; and being no longer under a neceſſity of 
taking precautions to fpeak' with me in private, Gil 
Blas, ſaid ſhe to me ſighing, Icannot forgot Don Lewis 
notwithſtanding all my endeavours to expel him from 


my remembrance; he is ſtill preſent, not ſuch as yeu 


have deſcribed him to me, plunged in every ſpecies of 
debauchery, but ſuch as I could wiſh: him to be; "aWs.. 
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to ſhed ſome tears, which affected me ſo much, that 1 


could hardly refrain from weeping alſo, and I could 


not make my court to her better than by appearing 
concerned at her uneaſineſs. I fee thou art of a very 
tender nature, my friend, continued ſhe, after having 
dried her beautiful eyes, and Jam ſo well pleaſed with 
thy zeal, that I am determined to reward it. I have 
now more need than ever, dear Gil Blas, of your afr 
ſiſtance: I will inform you of the deſign I have form- 
ed, which you no doubt will think very caprieious. 
Know then, that I intend to ſet out immediately for 
Salamanca, where J will dreſs myſelf like a cavalier, 
and, under the feigned name of Don Felix, get ac- 


quainted with Pacheco, whoſe friendſhip and conſi - 


dence I will endeavour to obtain. I will frequently 
converſe with him about Aurora de Guzman, whoſe 
eouſin I will pretend to be. Perhaps he will deſire to 
ſee her; and then my expeckition will be anſwered. 
We will have two different lodgings at Salamanca; in 
one, I will be Don Felix, in the other, Aurora, and 
preſenting myſelt to the eyes of Don Lewis, ſometimes 
in the habit of a man, and ſometimes in my own, I 
hope I may by degrees draw him into my ſnare. I 
muſt confeſs, added ſhe, this is an extravagant project, 
but my paſſion hurries me away, and the innocence of 
my intentions makes me 1 * to _ 2 1 
uss - of 
My opinion was pretty much the kms as e 85 
teſpesding the hazard of the enterpriſe: yet, however 
imprudent I thought it, I reſolved not to act the peda- 
gogue, but on the contrary began to gild the pill, and 
undertook to prove that this wild enterpriſe was no more 
than a piece of harmleſs wit; and could have no bad 
conſequence. This conſtruttion pleaſed my miſtreſs | 
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vaſtly, for lovers like flattery even in their moſt extra- 


vagant fancies. We no longer looked upon this affair 


_ any other light than as a comedy, which we were 


to perform as well as we poſſibly could. Having cho- 
ſen our actors out of our own family, the. parts were 


diſtributed without the leaſt clamour or quarrelling; not 


being yet profeſſed players. It was reſolved that Dame 
Ortiz fhould appear in the character of Aurora's aunt, 
under the name of Donna Ximena de Guzman, atten- 
ded by a man and a maid, and that Aurora, dreſfſed 
like a cavalier, ſhould have me for her walet de cham- 
bre, and one of her maids:diſguiſed like a page to wait 
upon her in private. The characters being thus regu · 
lated, we returned to Madrid, where we heard Don 
Lewis ſtill was, but that he would ſoan ſet out for 
Salamanca; upon which we got our acting- cloaths 


made with all imaginable ſpeed. When they were fi- 


niſhed my miſtreſs cauſed them to be conveniently 


packed, up, until we: ſhould; find a proper time and 
place for putting them on. Then committing the care 
of her houſe to her ſteward, ſhe ſet out in a coach drawn 


by four mules, and took the road to the kingdom of 
Leon, with all n n * ow . to. es in 


this comedy. | 
We had: 3 Mie 010 Caſtile, 5 the 1 0 


tree of the coach broke, between Avila and Villaffor, a- 


bout three or four hundred paces from a caſtle, Which 
we ſaw at the foot of a mountain. Night approaching, 
we were greatly at a loſs what to do, when a peaſant 
happening to paſs-by, rid us of our uncaſineſs, by tel- 
ling us, that the caſtle we ſaw. belonged to Domus El- 
vita, widow of Don Pedro de Pinarez, and he extolled 


her ſo much, that my miſtreſs ſent me to the caſtie to 


beg a lodging for that night, Elvira didmot helie tire 


countryman's report, but received me with a very gra- 


/ 
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_cious air, and gave me the anſwer. we deſired. We 
went immediately to the caſtle, whither our own (mules. 
with a flow pace dragged our ecach. At the gate we. 
met Don Pedro's widow, who came out to receive my 
miſtreſs- I ſhall paſs over the eompliments they made 


each other on this oaſion, and only obſerve, that El- 


vira was a lady pretty Well advanced in years, but: 


very polite, and knew how to do the devoirs of hoſpi- 


tality as well as ever a woman in the world; She con- 
ducted Aurora into a ſumptuous apartment, where 


leaving her to take a little repoſe; ſne came and em- 


ployed her attention on the moſt minute things that 
concerned us. Afterwards when ſupper was ready, ſhe: 


ordered the cloth to be laid in Aurora's chamber, 
where they both ſat down together at table. Don 
Pedro's widow was not one of thoſe who think they 


perform the honours of a table to admiration” in aſ- 
ſuming a grave and penſive air; the was of a gay dif- 


poſition, and her converſation very ſprightly and agree» 
able, expreſling herſelf genteelly and elegantly. I could 


not help admiring her wit, and the delicate turn of her 
thoughts, which ſeemed to charm Aurora not leſs than 
myſelf. They conceived a friendſhip for each other 
and made a reciprocal promiſe to hold a correſpon- 
.dence by letters. Our coach could not be refitted- till 
the following day, and as we ſhould run ſome hazard 
by ſetting out late, it was agreed we ſhould ſtay at the 


caſtle till the day after. We the ſervants were in 


our turn ſerved ,with'a profuſion of victuals, * our 
beds were not worſe than our ſup peer. 


M miſtreſs diſcovered new charms next Sg: in u El- 


'vira's converſation, who dined: with her in a large hall 
adorned with ſeveral fine pieces of painting, one of 


which was drawn in a very maſtecly manner, but it 
preſented a molt 4ragical ſcene to the view. A dead 


% nr 
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bis blood, but r Aill to retain a. AT men: 


| cing air, even in death. Near bim was a young lady 
in another attitude, ſtretched alfo upon the ground; '# 


ſword was ſeen plunged in her. boſom, and ſhe was- 
juſt giving up the ghoſt, fixing her dying eyes upon a 
young man, who ſeemed to be Kung to the heart with 
grief for the loſs of her. The painter had alſo brought 
into his piece another figure, which, did not pals un- 
obſerved; this was an old man of a good mien, ho 
looked at the bloody ſcene that lay before him with ag 
much concern as the youth. One would have thought 
that theſe dreadful images. firuck. them. both with the 
ſame ſorrow, but that each received the impreſſion in 
a different manner. The old man was immerſed in 
a profound affliction, and ſeemed as if he were quite 
overwhelmed with it, but there was a ſort of fury mix= - 
ed with the grief of the young man. The painter had: 
expreſſed the whole with ſuch boldneſs, that we could 123 
have admired it for ever. 
the picture repreſented. Madam, replied Elvira, it is 
a true deſcription of the misfortunes of my family 
This anſwer excited: my miſtreſs's curioſity, and ſhe ex+ 
preſſed ſuch: an eager. deſire to be farther informed 


that Don Pedro's widow could not help ſatisfying her, 


This. promiſe, which was made in the preſence-of Dame 
Ortiz, her two companions, and myſelf, kept us all four 
in the hall after dinner was ended. My miſtreſs would 
have ſet us out of the room, but Elvira ſeeing that We 
were deſirous of hearing an explanation of. the picture, 
was ſo kind as to bid us ſtay, telling us that the ſtory 
ſhe was going to relate did not in the leaſt Wola iid 
crecy ; ſhe therefore bee thus. began: 
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OGER | King of Sicily had a brother wal a 6 51. 
| ter. Mainfroy (for ſo his brother was called,) 
rebelled againſt him, and kindled a bloody war in the 
kingdom; but he had the misfortune to be defeated 


in two battles, and to fall into the king's bands, who 
contented himſelf with puniſhing his rebeltion by de- 
priving him of his Tiberty. This clemeney only got 
Roger the name of a barbarous tyrant among one part 


of his ſubjects, who ſaid he would have killed his bro- 
ther, had it not been for the pleaſure he expected to 


have in torturing him with a more flow and inhuman” 


revenge. But all the reſt, with more grounds, imput- 
ed the harſh treatment he ſuffered in priſon to his ſiſter” 
Mathilda. That princeſs had indeed always hated the 


prince, and conſtantly perſecuted him as long as he 


lived: but ſhe died ſoon after, and her death was um 


ed upon as a juſt puniſhment for her barbarity. - 
The Prince leaving two infant ſons behind vial 
Roger withed to get rid of them; leſt when they were 
arrived at years of maturity, the deſire of revenging 
their father ſhould excite them to revive a faction, 


Which was not ſo utterly depreſſed, but that it might 


occaſion the ſtate new troubles. He told his prime 
miniſter, Leontio Siffredi, of his deſign, who, to-difs 
ſuade him from it, did himſelf undertake the edueation 
of the eldeſt, called Prince Henriquez, and adviſed 
him to truſt the youngeſt, Don Pedro, to the care of 
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the conſtable of Sicily, The king, ts that his 
nephews would be brought up by theſe. men in that 
ſubmiſſion and duty which. they owed him, intruſted, 
them to their care, and took upon himſelf the guar- 
dianſhip of his niece. Conſtantia, of the ſame age as 
Henriquez, avd only daughter of the princeſs Mathil- 

da. He allowed her women to attend her, and maſ- 

18 ters to inſtruct her, ſparing nothing to render her ac- 

56 compliſhed and amiable. 

d,) At Belmont, two ſhort leagues 925 Palermo, load 

the the caſtle of Leontio Siffredi; and there that miniſter 

ted employed himſelf in rendering Hentiquez worthy of 

yho one day reigning in Sicily. He ſoon obſerved ſuch a- 

de- miable qualities in that Prince, that he applied as cloſe · 

got y to the cultivation of them, as if be himſelf had had 

gart no children. Yet he was bleſſed with two. daughters; 
bro: he eldeſt, called Blanch, who was younger by a year 

4 to than prince Henriquez, was perfectly beautiful; the 
man other, named Portia, whoſe. birth. occaſioned. the | 
put- death of her mother, was vet but in the. cradle. Sif- z= 
iſter fredi's eldeſt daughter and the young prince, as ſoon 

as they were capable of love, entertained a mutual pal» 
Gon, tho? they were not. permitted to converſe together 

in private. Henriquez, however, did not fail to find 
opportunities ſometimes, and knew ſo. well how to 
make the beſt of theſe precious moments, that he pre- 
vailed upon Blanch to allow him to execute a project 

he had formed. Juſt about this time it happened 

that Leontio. was ſent by the King into one of the moſt 
remote provinces of the iſland. - During his abſence | 
Henriquez had an opening made in the wall of his a- 
partment, that was contiguous to Blanch' s chamber, £ 
ſupplying it witha ſliding partition, of wood, ſo that no * - 
7 could ears, the EA A l able archi · x 
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tect, whom the Prince had made his friend, art hg 
work with the utmoſt ſecrecy atid expedition. 

* The amorous Henriquez got often intohis miſtreſs 
chamber by means of this paſſage, but he did not 
abuſe his goodneſs; for though ſhe was ſo imprudent 
is to allow him the private entrance into het apart: 
ment, ſhe did it however upon the afſurance that he 
would never aſk any thing her innocence could not 
grant. One night he found her very uneaſy. She 
had heard that the King was extremely ill, and had 
ſent for her father, as high- chancellor of the kingdom, 
to intruſt him with bis laſt will. She already repre- 
fented to herſelf her dear Henriquez upon the throne, 
and fearing the ſhould be bereft. of him when in f6- 
exalted a ſtation, was under the utmoſt anxiety and 
when be appeared, her eyes were drowned in tears. 
Good Gods! Madam, what is the matter? Wherefore" 
do you weep? faid he to her. My Lord, ſaid Blanck; 


J cannot conceal my alarms; the King your uncle wilt 


ſoon be no more, and you are to ſucceed him, When' 
I confider how far your new greatneſs will ſet you 4. 
bove me, I own it gives me ſome uneaſineſs. A 
monarch ſees things with other eyes than a lover, and 
that which was his utmoſt ambition, when he was 4 
fubject, affects him but lightly, when on a throne, 
Whether it be an unhappy. preſage, or reaſon only, 
that inſpires me, F feel my foul agitated with emo⸗ 
tions that all my confidence in your goodneſs cannot 
aſſuage; and though I dare not doubt your generoſt ity, 
Lcannot help diſtruſting my own deſtiny. Adorable 
Blanch, anſwered Henriquez, your fears are very "obs 
liging, and juſtify" the love I bear you: but the excefs 
of your doubts injures my love, and if T may be ſo 
bold as to fay it, even the eſteem you owe me. Nos 
no, think not that my deſtiny and yours ean ever be 
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ſeparated. Believe rather that you ſhall for ever be 


my only joy and happineſs. Lay aſide your fear there- 
fore, and let it not diſturb ſuch gentle moments. Ah! 


my Lord, anſwered Blanch, as ſoon as you are crowns 
ed, your ſubjects will perhaps demand for your queen 


a princeſs deſcended from a long race of kings, whoſe 


{ſplendid nuptials may add new kingdoms to your own; = 


and perhaps, alas! you will anſwer their expectations, 


even at tke expence of your own deſires. Why do 
you torment yourſelf ſo, replied the Prince with ſome 
warmth, by looking / into futurity for an affſicting 


thought? Should Heaven take back the king my uncle 


to itſelf, and make me maſter of Sicily, I here ſwear to 
you that Iwill give you my hand in Palmero in pre- 
ſence of my hole court, and J invoke whatever is 
held moſt facred to be witneſs of my oath. Fr 

| Theſe proteſtations of Henriquez/ die. Blanch 
hos up, and the reſt of their diſcourſe was about 
King-Roger'sillheſs. The Prince in this ſhewed the 


goodneſs.of his heart. He bewailed his uncle's fate, 


though he had ſo little cauſe to be ſorry at it, and the 
force of blood made him bewail a prince, by whoſe 
death he ſhould acquite a crown. But Blanch did 
not yet know all the misfortunes that threatened her. 
The Conſtable of Sicily having met her coming out of 
Siffredi's apartment one day when he was at the caſtie 
about ſame important affairs, was captivated with her 
beauty, and next day aſked her in marriage of her fa- 
ther, who gave his conſent; but the king's diſtemper 
intervening, the marriage was deferred, and” Blanch 
was ignorant: of W ny I: had been done "with 
regard to he. g 

One morning, juſt as Hearihney bad done de Ag 
he was amazed to ſee Siffredi, followed by Blanch, 
enter his chamber. My Lord, faid Leontio, the nes 
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22 THE ADVENTURES 


I bring will 1 believe afſſict you, but the conſolmioh 


with which they are attended ought to moderate your 
grief. The King your uncle is no more; but his 
death has rendered you ſovereign of his kingdom. The 
grandees of Sicily, who wait your commands at Pas 
lermo, have ommiſſioned me to receive them from 
your own mouth; and I am come, my Lord, with my 
daughter, to offer you the earlieſt and molt ſincere 
homage which is due from your new ſubjects. | Hens 
riguez, who knew that Roger had for about two months 


lahoured under a ſit of illneſs which gradually con- 


ſumed him, was not at all ſurprized at this intellis 
gence. Nevertheleſs, being ſtruck with the ſudden 
change of his condition, he found a thouſand. conftus 
ſed emotions riſing within his breaſt. Having remains 
ed ſome time thoughtful, he broke ſilence, and thus 
addreſſed Leontio: Sage Siffredi, I have always re- 
garded you as my father. It ſhall be my glory to 
conduct myſelf by your counſel, and you ſhall in ef- 
fect be King of Sicily more than myſelf. Thus ſay- 
ing, he went to a table, upon which was a ſtandiſh, 
and taking a ſheet of paper, wrote his name at the 


bottom. My Lord, what do you mean by that? ſaid 


Siffredi. To give you a proof of my eſteem and gra · 


titude, replied Hentiquez, giving the paper to Blanch, 


and ſaying, Receive, Madam, this pledge of my faith, 


and of the empire. over my inclinations which. I now 


yield to you, Blanch took it with a bluſh, and made 


the Prince this anſwer: My Lord, I receive with reſ- 


pect the favours of my King, but I depend upon a fa- 


ther, and therefore hope your Majeſty will allow me 


to depoſite this paper in his hands, that he may _ 
what uſe of it he thinks proper. 


Thus ſaying, - ſhe gave the ſubſcription W Henri 


quez to her father, who then obſerveil what till that 
moment had eſcaped his penetration. He found how 


thi 
Ye 
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the Prince's ſenti ments lay, and therefore ſaid to him; | 


Your Majeſty ſhall have no cauſe to blame me, I will - 
not abuſe the confidence Jou My dear Siffredi, 
interrupted Henriquez, you can never abuſe it. 
Whatever uſe you ſhall make of that paper, I ſhall ap- 
prove of it. But go, added he, return to Palermo, 
order the prepatations to be made for my coronation, - 


and tell my ſubjects that I will follow you, immedi= 
ately, to receive their oaths of allegiance, and affure + 


them of my affection. The miniſter obeyed the or- 
ders of his new maſter, and departed with Blanch Jos. - 
Palermo ; 
Not long after the Prince too left Belmont, his 
thoughts more engroſſed by his love than by the throne 
of which he was going to take poſſeſſion. Upon his 
entry into the city, he was ſaluted with univerſal ſnouts 
of joy, and amidſt the acelamations of the people 
entered the palace, where every thing was ready pre- 
pared for the ceremony. He there found the Princeſs 
Conſtantia in deep mourning, and, to all appearance, 
very much grieved for the late King's death. As they 
owed each other a reciprocal compliment of condo» 
lence upon the event, they both acquitted themſelves 
of it very genteelly, but with a little more coldneſs on 
the fide of Henriquez than -on that of Conſtantia, 
who, notwithſtanding the enmity ſubſiſting between 
their families, could not hate the Prince. He placed 
himſelf on the throne, and the Princeſs ſat on his 


right hand in an elbow chair not quite ſo high. The 
| grandees of the kingdom took their places each ac- 


cording to bis rank. The ceremony began, and Sif- 
fredi, as high · chancellor and keeper of the late king 3 
will, opened and read it through with an audible voice. 


The ſubſtance of this deed was; That Roger ſeeing 


himſelf without ifſue, named the eldeſt ſon of Main: 
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ftoy for his ſucceſſor, on condition that he md 


Conſtantia, which if he reſuſed to perform, he ſhould 


| be fet aſide, and the infant Don Pedro ſhould aſcend 


the throne upon the ſame conditions. 


* Theſe words very much ſurprized Henriquez the. 


reſtriction gave him incredible uneaſineſs, which be- 
came ſtill more violent, when Leontio, after having 
read the will, ſaid aloud to the whole aſſembly, My 


Lords, having informed our new monarch of the late 
_ wotthy King's pleaſure, this generous: Prince conſents 


to honour his couſin the Princeſs Conſtantia with his 


- hand. At theſe words Henriquez interrupted. the 
| ebancellor, faying, Leontio, the writing which Blanch 


My Lord, replied Siffredi with precipitation, 
preventing the King from proceeding, here it is. The 
grandees of the realm, added he, ſhewing the note to 
the whole aſſembly, will here ſee, by your Majeſty's 
auguſt ſignature, the eſteem you have for the Princeſs, 
and the deference you pay to the laſt will of the de- 
ceaſed King your uncle. Upon which he read over 


the deed with which he himſelf had filled the paper, 


containing the moſt folemn engagement to marry 
Conftantia, conformable to Roger's intention. The 
hall reſounded with ſhouts of joy, all the people cry- 


Ing, Long live our noble King Henriquez. As no bo- 


dy was ignorant of the averſion which the Prince had 
always ſhewn for the Princeſs, it was feared, not 
without reaſon, that he would oppoſe. the. condition 


of the will, and ſo raiſe commotions in the nation. But 


the reading of this paper quite diſpelled all fears from 
the minds of the nobles and people, and cauſed thoſe 
general acclamations, which, in ſecret: very much tor- 
anten the king. 5 

Conſtantia, who, both on account of her g nl 


| wore, was more concerned i in this joy than any —w_ 2 
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als this time to wy RP Henriquez of her gratitude: 


But he, notwithſtanding his utmoſt efforts, could not 
help-receiving her compliment with uneaſineſs, and 
was in ſuch diſorder, that he could not ſo much as an- 
ſwer. No longer able to conceal his paſſion, he drew 
near to Siffredi, whom the duty of his office obliged _ 
to be pretty near his perſon,” and ſaid to him in a low 
voice, What have you done, Leontio? It was not for 
this pu rpoſe that I gave the ſubſeription to your daugh- 
ter. You betray——Conſider your own glory, Sir, 
interrupted Siffredi in a reſolute tone; you loſe the 
crown of Sicily, if you refuſe to obey the will of the 
King your uncle. After ſpeaking thus, he went a- 
way farther from Henriquez, to avoid a reply. The 
king remained in the utmoſt perplexity, and felt him- 
ſelf racked with a thouſand contrary emotions. He 
was enraged at Leontio; he could not reſolve to a- 
bandon Blanch; but, divided between his honcur and 
his love, he ſtood ſome time in ſuſpenſe what reſolu- 
tion to purſue. However, at laſt he came to a ſinal 
determination, and thought he had found a way to 
preſerve Siffredi's daughter, without renouneing the 
throne, He feigned ſubmiſſion to Roger's will, in- 
tending, whilſt a diſpenſation for his marriage with 
his couſin ſhould be ſoliciting at Rome, to win over 
the nobles of the realm by his bounty, -and- eſtabliſh 
his power ſo ſtrôngly, as to be in a condition abſolute- 
ly to refuſe” to: fulfil me: conditions that were enn : 
upon him. I ee 5 
No ſooner had this at come into his n 415 
he became more ſerene, and turning to Conſtantia, 
confirmed what the high-chancellot had read before 
the whole aſſembly. But in the very moment when 


he betrayed his on thoughts ſo far as to La. his mw 


troth to her, Blanch OY the 3 


came 
Vor. * | 
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thither, by her father's command, to pay ber reſpecds 
to the Princeſs, and the firſt thing that ſtruck her ears 


Was ene tongue ptomiſing Conſtantia bis 


hand. Beſides, Leontio, that ſhe 'might not doubt 


her mickortune; ſaid, while he preſented her to Con: 


ſtantia, Daughter, pay homage to your Queen. With 


her all the delights of a flouriſhing reign and a happy 


marriage. The unhappy Blanch was. unable to beat 
this dreadful ſtroke; in vain ſhe endeavoured to hide 


her concern. She |bluſhed and grew pale alternate · 


ly, and her whole body trembled. Nevertheleſs, the 
Princeſs did not ſuſpect any thing. She ' attributed 


the diſorder in which ſhe paid her compliments to the 


perplexity of a young perſon educated i in a deſart, and 


unhachneyed in the ways of a court. It was not ſo 


with Henriquez. The ſight of Blanch abaſhed him; 
and the deſpair which he Si in her eyes put him be- 


ſide himſelf. He did not doubt, that, judging by ap- 


pearances, ſhe concluded him faithleſs. He would 
have been leſs uneaſy, could he have found an 'appor» 
tunity to ſpeak to her; but how could he do that, 
when all Sicily had their eyes fixed upon him ? Be: 
ſides, the hard- hearted Leontie deprived Him of that 
hope; for reading the thoughts of theſe two lovers in 
their looks, and deſirous to prevent the miſchieſs 
which the violence of their paſſion might create in 
the ſtate, he had the cunning to take his daughter out 
of the aſſembly, and carry her with him to Belmont, 
in a reſolution, for mare reaſons than one, to an her 
married as ſoon as poffible. N 

. As ſoon as they arrived, he acquainted! PR with all 


the horror of her fate, by declaring, that he had pro- 


miſed ber to the Conſtable, Good Gods! oxied 
obo in a tranſport. of grief, which her father'spre- 


could not repreſs, to what W ee do 
1 
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tranſports that all the faculties. of her ſoul were ſuſ⸗ 
pended, She was ſeized, with an univerſal hilneſs, 
n „and becoming as pale as death, ſhe dropped down in 
_— a ſwoon in her father's arms. | He was moved wit! 


vin ber condition; yet, though he ſhared her affliction with | 
| all the affeckion of a parent, he ſtuck firm to his firſt 
reſolution. Blanch, at length recovered, her ſpirits, 


hide more by means of the poignancy of her grief, than by 
the water which Siffredi ſprinkled on her faces, and 


* perceiving, while ſhe opened her eyes in a languiſhing 
rr manner, his care to aſſiſt her, My Lord, ſaid ſhe, with 


. the a feeble voice, interrupted with ſighs, 1 am aſhamed 
aud chat you have ſeen my weakneſs; but death, which 


ts -muſt ſoon put a [final period to my woes, will deliver 
\. . MW you of an unhappy daughter, who has dared to diſpoſe 


Blanch, replied Leontio, there is no fear of your dy- 


eſteem his perſon and his merit, interrupted Blanch;; 


of that matter as you can tell me. I am not igno- 


diſapprove of it in other conj unctutes. Tou ſhould 
even ſee me eager to procure you Hemiquez for a 


is on that condition only, that the late king defigned 
him for his ſucceſſor; and would you have him pre- 
fer you to the crown of Sicily? Believe me, I ſym- 


nz 


' 


2 you reſerve the unhappy Blanch! 8⁰ violent was her 


of her heart without your conſent. No, my dear 
ing; virtue will again reaſſume her empire in your 

breaſt. The Conſtable's alliance is an-honour to ou; 
he is the moſt conſiderable match in the kingdom 


but the King bad given me hopes Daughter, aid 
Siffredi, cutting her ſhort in his turn, I know as much 


rant of your tenderneſs ſor that prince, nor ſnould I 


huſband, if the intereſt of his glory, and that of the 
nation, did not oblige him to marry Conſtantia It 


pathize with you in the cruel ſtroke, you ſuffer: but 
ſince there | is no reſiſling our dclting, I would: 2 5 
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you make one generous effort. What a ſtain would 
it be to your glory, to let the whole kingdom know 
the vain hope with which you flattered yourſelf! Your 
paſſion for the King may raiſe reports to your difad- 
vantage ; and the only way to hinder it, is to marry 
the Conſtable. In ſhort, Blanch, this is no time to 
deliberate. The King gives you-up for a throne, and 
marries Conſtantia, The Conſtable has my promiſe, 
which I beg you will perform; and if I muſt uſe my 
authority to bring you to eg 2 command 
you to do it. 

Thus ſaying, he left her to rele 3 he 
had ſaid, hoping, that after ſhe had maturely conſider- 
ed the arguments he had made uſe of to help her vir- 


tue to get the better of her paſſion, ſne would of her- 


ſelf refolve to give her hand to the Conſtable. In 


this he was not deceived: but what pangs did ãt coſt 


the unhappy Blanch before ſhe came to that reſolu- 
tion! She was in a condition that would have affected 
the hardeſt heart. Grief for ſeeing her fears of Hen» 
riquez's infidelity turned into certainty, and for being 
conſtrained, in lofing him, to give herſelf away to a- 


nother, whom ſhe could not love, cauſed in her heart 


ſuch violent tranſports of grief, that every moment 


was attended with new torments. If my miſery is 


certain, cried ſhe, how can I reſiſt it without dying? 
Crueldeſtiny!- why was I fed with ſuch ſoothing hopes, 
when I was doomed to ſuch an abyſs of miſery! And 


thou, perfidious lover! how dareſt thou give thy hand 
to another, when thou hadſt promiſed me eternal fi- 


delity? Haſt thou ſo ſoon forgot the faith which thou 
hadſt ſworn to me? But, as a puniſhment for thy 
-having ſo cruelly deceived me, ' grant, heaven, that 


the conjugal bed which thou art about to ſtain with 


by 9 may sive thee * but remorſe 1n- 
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ſtead of pleaſurel May the embraces. of - Conſtantia 
convey poiſon to thy falſe, heart! And may thy mar- 
riage become as horrible as mine! Ves, traitor! I will 
marry the Conſtable, whom I cannot love, to be rę- 
venged upon myſelf, and puniſh me for having choſen, 


| thee for the object of. my. fooliſh. love. Since my re- 


ligion forbids me to lay violent hands upon myſelf, the. 
remainder. of my. days ſhall be but one unhappy. ſeries. 
of miſery. and woe. If thou ſtill preſerveſt any ten - 
derneſs for me, thou wilt be mortified at ſeeing me 
throw myſelf into the arms of another; and if thou. 
haſt quite forgot me, Sicily may at leaſt boaſt that 
ſhe has produced: one woman, who puniſhed herſelf, 
for having too careleſsly diſpoſed of her heart. 
In this manner did this unhappy victim of love and, 
duty. ſpend the night that preceded her marriage with 
the Conſtable. Siffredi finding her next day reſolved: 
to obey his commands, made haſte to take the advan-. 
tage of that favourable diſpoſition. He ſent for the 
Conſtable to Belmont that very day;. and married him 
privately. to his daughter, in the chapel of the caſlle. 
What a day was this to Blanch! She was not only o- 
bliged to renounce a crown, to loſe, for ever, a per- 
ſon whom ſhe-loved,-and: beſtow herſelf. upon the,ob-- 
ject of her hatred, but alſo to diſſemble her ſentiments- . 
before a huſband who was naturally jealous, and wha 
was paſſionately fond of her. The Conſtable, delight- 
ed with the poſſeſſion of. what he held moſt dear, was 
continually i in her company, and did not ſo much as 
give her the ſad conſolation of bewailing her misfor- 
tunes in ſecret. , At the approach of night, Blanch 


felt her affliftion redoubled: but what were her pangs 


when her women, having undreſſed her, left her alone 

with the Conſtable! He kindly aſked her what was - 

the cauſe. of that ſorrow with which ſhe ſeemed e 
"BF 
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4? Leontio's dau ghrer, perplexed by this que. 

tion, feigned herfelf indifpoſed. The Conſtable at 
firſt believed her, but he foon had other thoughts: 
for, as he was really concerned at the condition in 
which he ſaw her, and preſſed her to go to bed, his 
intreaties, which ſhe miſinterpreted, preſented to her 
mind ſuch a diſtracting image, that, not being able to 

contain herſelf any longer, ſhe gave free vent to ber 
 Goghs and tears. What a fight was this for 'a man 
who imagined himſelf at the very ſummit of his wifh- 
es! He no longer doubted but his wife's affliction 
concealed ſome fatal ſecret. Nevertheleſs, though his 
thoughts reduced him almoſt to as deplorable a ſitua- 
tion as that of Blanch, he had fuch command of 'him- 
felf, that he concealed his ſuſpicions. He redoubled 
Bis aſſiduities, and preſſed her more and more to go to 
bed, aſſuring her, that he would not interrupt the re- 
poſe which ſhe ſeemed ſo much to want. He even 
offered to call her women to her, if ſhe thought that 
their aſſiſtance would alleviate her illieſs. Blanch, 
encouraged by this pcomiſe, told him, that her preſent 
weakneſs only required a little fleep. He pretended 
to believe her. They both went to bed together, and 
ſpent the night very differently from what two lovers 
that are joined in affection, as well as marriage, are 
wont to do. 

While Blanch indulged her grief, the Conſtable 
was ſtudying what could be the cauſe of his marriage 
being rendered ſo unhappy. He eafily concluded, 
that he had a rival; but was bewildered in his own4- 
magination, when he endeavouted to gueſs who it 
ſhould be; and the ſole refult of his conjectures 
was, that he was of all mankind the moſt miſerable. 
c Re ſpent two-thirds of the night in theſe” agitations, 

en his ears were firuck. with a hollow noiſe; and 
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. fowly along the room. He believed bimſelf miſta- 
it ken; for he remembered that he himſelf had locked 
2 


the door, after his wife's women were gone. He 
drew the curtain; that his eyes might be witneſs of the 
cauſe of the noiſe he heard; but the light, which had 
been left in the chimney, was gone out. In a little 
time, he heard the name of Blanch repeated ſeveral 
times, in a feeble and languiſhing tone. Then his 
jealous ſuſpieions were inflamed to. fury; and his ho- 
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en nour obliging him to riſe, in order to prevent an in- 
n jury, or be revenged for it, he took his ſword, and 
8 | 


moved towards that fide whence: the voice ſeemed to 
come. He found a naked ſword claſh with his own. 
He advanced; the.other retired; he purſued, and'the 
other vaniſhed! from his purfuit. In vain did he. 
ſearch for him, who ſeemed to fly, in every corner of 
the room; as well as he could in the dark; but he 
could not find him. He ſtood ſtill: he liſtened a 
while, but could hear nothing. What an enchant- 
ment was here! He went to the door, which he ima- 
gined had favoured the flight of the ſecret enemy of 
his honour, but he found it faſt locked as before. Not 
knowing what to make of all this, he called ſome 6 
his ſervants who lay neareſt bim, and as he openec 
the door for that purpoſe, he ſtood in the midſt of it 
upon his guard, for fear the perſon he fought for ſhould 
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: eſcape him. Some of the ſervants hearing his repeat - 
dd crics, came running with candles in their hands; 
z upon which he took a light, and made a new ſeareh 
in the chamber, ſword in band; but he could find no- 
c body, nor the leaſt mark of any perſon's having been 
: there. He did not even perceive the private door, 
: nor the opening thro which there was a paſſage. Yet 
he was well aſſured, that his ears had not been deceige 


* 
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ed. He ſtill remained in a ſtrange confuſion} of 
thoughts. To have recourſe to Blanch, would have 

| been in vain, ſhe was too much concerned in the 
truth for him to expect an explanation from her. He 

\ therefore choſe rather to go and open his heart to Le- 
ontio, after having ſent away his ſervants, telling them 
that he thought he had heard a noiſe in the chamber, 
but found he was deceived, He met his father-in- 
law coming out of his apartment at the buſtle he had 
heard, and recounted to him what had happened, _ 
all the grief and diſorder that can be imagined. 
Siffredi was amazed at what he heard, which, chenghs 
he did not think ſuch-an accident natural, he, never= 
thelefs, believed; and judging the King's love to be 
capable of any thing, he was very uneaſy at it. But, 
far from flattering the jealous ſuſpicions of his ſon- in 
law, he repreſented to him, with an air of aſſurance, 
that the voice he imagined he had heard, and the ſword 
that was oppoſed to his, could be nothing but the phan · 
toms of an imagination diſturbed by jealouſy; for it 
was impoſſible any body ſhould have been in his 
daughter's chamber; that with regard tg the melan- 
choly which he had obſerved in his wife, it might be 
cauſed by ſome little indiſpoſition; that change of 
condition to one who had always lived a retired life, 
and ſees herſelf on a ſudden delivered to a man hom 
ſhe had not had time to know, and to love, might be 
the cauſe of theſe tears, ſighs, and that affliction, of til 


which he complained: that love was not to be kind- ple 
led in the heart of maidens of a noble birth by any; n 
other means than time and aſſiduity; that he would be 


have him calm his uneaſineſs, and redouble his ten- in 
derneſs and care, in order to make Blanch become Pa 


more ſenſible of his merit; and intreated him n 92 
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fore to return to her, and believe that pis uneaſineſs 
and ſuſpicion: were injuries done to his wife's. virtue; 
The Conſtable: made no reply to theſe remonſtran- 
ces; and either did indeed begin to imagine, that he 
might have been impoſed upon by the diſorder of his 
mind, or elſe thought it better to diſſemble, than vain- 
iy to endeavour to convince the old man of an event 
ſo void of all probability. He returned to his wife's 
apartment, lay down again by her, and tried to obtain, 
by ſleep, ſome reſpite from his cares. Blanch, on her 
fide, was not leſs uneaſy than he: ſhe had but tod 
plainly heard that which alarmed her huſband, and 
could not aſeribe to her imagination an adventure, the 
ſecret and motives of which ſhe knew. She was ſur» 
priſed that Henriquez ſhould come into her apartment. 
after having ſo ſolemnly pledged his faith! to Conſtan- | 
tia, Inſtead of being pleaſed with this attempt, or 1 
receiving any ſatisfaction from it, che looked upon . 
1. as a new affront, and was greatly enraged at him 

it _ Whilſt Siffredi's daughter was prejudiced againſt the 1 
is young King, and believed him the moſt unfaithful af 
- men, that unbappy prince, | more entangled. in her 
xx | charms than ever, was impatient to ſpeak with her, in 
of order to encourage her againſt the appearances tha 
e, condemned him. He would have come ſooner. to Bel- 
n mont for this purpoſe, if his affairs would, have per- 
emitted him; but he could - not ſteal away from court 
15 till that night. He too well knew every cornen of the 
place in which he had been brought up, t0- be, under | 
7 any difficulty of getting unſeen into Siffregi's caſtle; | 

4 beſides, he had ſtill the key of the back · door that led 1 
into the garden, through which he got into his old a- ; 
e partment and. fo into Blanch's chamber. You may 
Of imagine the aſtoniſhment of the Prince-when he found 
1 a man . and felt a ſword claſh. wich his. 5 He bag. 
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to Leontio's daughter ſuſpended his reſentment- Hy 


in bis apartment. But the agitation of his ſpirits de 


to Belmont; his ſafety, his honour, and, above all, hi 
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much ads to contain himſelf from puniſhing on thi 
ſpot the audacious wretch who .durſt lift his ſacrile 
gious hand againſt his king; but the reſpect he owed 


retired the ſame way he had entered, and more affllic 
ted than ever, took the road to Palermo. He arrivel 
there ſome moments before day, and ſhut himſelf nj 


priving him of reſt, he reſolved to return once more 


love, not ſuffering him to remain longer ignorant of ſcr1 
the leaft circumſtances of ſuch an unhappy accident. MW hay 
As ſoon as it was day, he commanded his hunting for 
equipage to be got ready, and under pretence of tal pri 
king that diverſion, rode far into Belmont foreſt, atten no! 
ded by his huntſmen, and ſome courtiers. For ſom for 
time he followed the ſport cloſe; the better to conceal eve 
His deſign; and when he ſaw every one eagerly em tio 
gaged at the heels of the hounds, he turned afide i you 
bimſelf and rode to the caſtle of Belmont with for 
ſuch ſpeed and impatience, that he in a little time eri 
ver-run the diſtance that ſeparated him from the per- yo! 
ſon he adored.” He was ſtudying ſome plauſible pretenſ fur 
to ſpeak with Siffredi's daughter in private, when fla. 
_ erofling' a ſmall narrow road that led to one of the wh 


park-gates, he perceived hard by two women, in dil WW gu 


courſe with each other, at the foot of a tree. Not ſer 


«doubting but theſe perſons belonged to the caſtle, the W ſta 


fight of them raiſed within bim ſome emotion: but H. 


he was in a much greater diforder when, the women no 


turning towards him at the noiſe of a horſe's tread, do 
. he beheld his beloved Blanch. She had eſcaped from W tre 


the caſtle with Niſa; one of her women, in whom ſhe W be 
placed the ' greateſt confidence, and came thither u ſu; 


Shave the freedom of . her a de 


F 
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He immediately tun and threw. himſelf at her feet, 
and perceiving in her eyes all the marks of great af- 


fliction, was very. much affected. Amiable Blanch, 
faid he, ſuſpend the emotions of your grief till you 
have heard what I have to fay. I confeſs, appearances 
repreſent me guilty to your eyes; but when you know: 


the deſign I have formed for your fake, that which you T 


now look upon as a crime, will appear to be a-proof 
of my innocence and-excefs of love. Theſe. words, 
which Henriquez thought were ſufficient to moderate, 


ſcrved only to redouble Blanch's affliction, who would 
have anſwered him, had not her uninterrupted ſobs 


ſtopped up the organs of her voice. The Prince, fur- 
prized at this exceſs of grief, ſaid, What, madam, can - 
not I then calm your daſquiet? 'W hat have I done to 
forfeit your confidence? I, who hazard my cron, and 


even my life, to keep myſelf yours! At length Leon - 


tio's daughter, with the utmoſt difficulty, replied, Sir, 


your promiſes are now unſeaſonable; nothing hence- 
forth can bind my deſtiny to yours. Ah, Blanc? 
„what do I hear? Who dares raviih-. 


cried Henrique 
you from my love? Who dares ſtand up againſt the 


fury of a king, who would rather ſet all Sicily in a 
flame, than ſuffer you to be torn from his hopes ? Your _ 
whole power, Sir, replied Siffredi's daughter in a lan- 
guiſhing voice, is not able to remove the obſtacles that 
ſeparate us. I am the Conſtable's wife. he Con- 
ſtable's wife! cried the Prince; ſtaggering backwards. 
He was ſo ſtruck with theſe words, that he could ſagx 


down at the foot of a tree that was behind him. He 
trembled, and turned pale, and had no faculty at li- 
berty but his eyes, which he fixed upon Blanch, in 


inch a manner, as gave her to underfland how deeply _ 
on was affected: with this irreparable nn * 


SS 


on the other hand,; looked upon him with an aſpect: 


5 
, . 


thoſe evidences which you think ſo certain have im · 


— 


#E ow, Sir, replied ſhe, did not I hear you confirm the 


* 


lieve you innocent, in ſpite of their evidence? No, 
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that ſufficiently informed him her trouble was very 
little ſhort of his; and theſe two unhappy lovers pre- 
ſerved, between them = filence that had ſomething 
in it very dreadful. At length the Prince, with much 
ado, recollecting himſelf a little, cried out with a ſigh, 
Ah, what have you done, Blanch? n — 
has undone me, and yourſelf to. 
- Blanch, piqued at the Prince's: ſeeming. 
the blame upon her, when ſhe thought ſhe had much 
more reaſon. to complain of him, replied, What, Sir, 


do you add diſſimulation to your . infidelity ?' Would 


you have me diſcredit my on eyes and ears, and be- 


Sir, I own myſelf incapable of fo great a conqueſt o- 
ver my reaſon. Yet, madam, anſwered the King, 


— upon you: even they have aſſiſted in betraying 
du; and it is no leſs true, that I am innocent and 
nſtant, than that you are the Conſtable's wife. 


promiſe of your hand to Conſtantia? Have you not 
aſſured the grandees of the kingdom, that you would 
obey the conditions of the late King's will? And did 
not the Princeſs receive the homage of your new ſub- 


| jects, in quality of your ſpouſe and their queen? Now, 


were my eyes deceived? Say, ſay rather, faithleſs 
prince! that you did not think Blanch fit to ballance 
in your heart the intereſt of a throne; and without 
debaſing yourſelf ſo far, as to pretend to a paſſion that 
you no longer feel, and perhaps never felt, confeſs 


that you thought the Sicilian crown more ſecure. with 


4 did the. heart of ſo W. 1 v8 to 


Conſtantia, than with Leontio's daughter. Tou are 
in the right, Sir: I no more deſerved a crown, than 
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2 vain» to lebend to either; but you ought not l 
ry indulged me in my error. Lou know the alarms 1 
e· had of your ruin, which ſeemed to me almoſt ine vita? 
ag ble. Why did you encourage me with hope? Why 
ch 

h, 


was you fo cruel as to diſſipate my fears? Iſhould have 

a ceuſed fate, not you; and you would have, at leaſt, 
ty preſerved my heart, and hindered me from difpoling- - 
wha of my hand, 'whieh no other ſhould ever have obtain- © 
ed of me: It is now too late to juſtify yourſelf: I 1 
am the Conſtable's wife: and ſinee this converſation 
with another man may be a blot on my honour, allow © 
me, Sir, without failing in that reſpe& which I owe 'P 
you, to withdraw from one whom ns not my _ „ 
ee A 5 

Thus ſaying/ ſhe fted from dd wie all tha. 

haſte her preſent weak condition would allow. Stoß 
madam, eried he, and afflict not thus a prince, WU 
would rather overturn that throne which you upbraic 
him for having preferred to your love, than fulfil his 
new ſubjectsꝰ expectation. ' That ſacrifice, ſaid Blanchs. / 
is at preſent vain. While Tam the Conſtable's wife; 
theſe generous tranſports will not avail. Since I am 
no longer miſtreſs of myſelf; it is of ſmall impor- 
tance to me now what diſorders you create in Sicily, 
or to whom you give your hand. If 1 have been ſo 
weak. as to ſuffer my heart to be ſurprized,- I ſhalt at 
leaſt have fortitude enough to ſtifle its emotions, and 
to ſhew the new King of Sicily, that the 'Conſtable's 
wife is no longer Prince Henriquez's lover!” 80 ſay- 
ing, being cloſe at the park- gate, ſne entered it ſud- 
denly with Niſa, and locking it on the other ſide, leſt 
the Prince overwhelmed with forrow. He could not 
overcome the blow which Blanch had given him by 
the news of her marriage. Perfidious woman! cried . _ 
be, you * remembrance of our mutual gr 7 


— 
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ſeſſing your charms was then but. a vain ifufon: R Ab 
eruel Blanch! near, did I eden 1 
ef my flame: 


7 en 


Then the image of his rival ob pi e | een 

itſelf to his mind, with all the N of jealouſy; 
which baleful paſſion took ſuch full paſſeſſion of his 
| foul; that he was ready to ſacrifice to his fury the 


Conſtable, and even Siffredi himſelf. Reafon, how- 


ever, by degrees, allayed the violence of theſe trans 


ſports. Yet the impoſhbility he had perceived of 
eonvincing Blanch of his fidelity, almaſt drove him 
to deſpair. He flattered himſelf with the hopes of ef- 


facing thoſe evil impreſſions, if he could but converſe 


with her at liberty: for which purpoſe, he judged. it 
neceſſary to remove the Conſtable, and/therefore-reſol» 
ved to have him ſeized, as a perſon ſuſpected of de- 
ſigns againſt the ſtate. He accordingly gave orders 
about it to the captain of his guard, who repairing im- 


mediately to Belmont, took him into cuſtady about e. 


vening, and brought him to the caſtle of Palermo. 
Tkbis incident filled all Belmont with conſternation, 
Siffredi went away that moment, to be ſecurity to the 


King for his fon-in-law's innocence, and to repreſent 
the troublefome conſequences of ſuch an arreſt. The 


King, who expected this ſtep of his miniſter, and who 
was determined, at all events, to have a free interview 
with Blanch, before the Conſtable ſhould; be releaſed, 
had expteſsly commanded. that nobody ſhould be ad- 
mitted to him till next morning. But Leontio, not- 


withſtanding this order, managed it ſo well, as to get 
into his preſence. Sir, ſaid he the moment that; he 


entered, if a loyal and reſpectfub ſubject may be allows 


to complain cf his maſter, I am come to complain 


y wes awd was wc _|=A* . <a. >. 4 26 fs 
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A 


eternal reproach: you have fixed upon my family, and 
on the confequences of an action, which may alienate: 
from your intereſts the hearts of thoſe who: enjoy the- 
moſt important poſts in your kingdom I have certain 


intelligence, anſwered the King, that the Conſtable 


holds a ! correſpondence with the infant Don 


Pedro. Criminal correſpondence! eried Leontio, 


with PRA: ah; Sir, do not believe it: treaſon nes 
ver entered the family of the Siffredi; and the Con- 


ſtable's being my ſon · in· lav, is enough to ſereen him 


from this ſuſpicion. The Conſtable is innocents. 


but ſome e views have Ho mow to impritoes 
him. 41 "read 


Since you ſpeak f fo | freely t tome; ey tha King, F 
will do the ſame to you. Nou condemn me for your 
ſon -in-law's impriſonment; but have I not far greater 
reaſon to complain of your cruelty ?: It is you, hard= 


hearted Siffredi, who have robbed: me: of my quiet, 


and reduced. me to a condition more-. miſerable than 


the meaneſt of mortals. | But do not flatter yourſelf, 


that I will enter into your ſchemes. My marriage 
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of you to ä What crime has my ſon-in-l yx 
been guilty of? Has your majeſty duly reflected on the 


— 


with Conſtantia is reſolved upon in vain. How! Sir, | 


interrupted Leontio, can you refuſe to marry the Prins 


ceſs, after having made her ſo ſolemn a promiſe, in the 
1 of all your people? If I deceive their expeQtationg 
replied the King, aſcribe it entirely to yourſelf. Why 
did you lay me under a neceſſity of promiſing that 
which I could not perform? Who told you to fill the 
paper which I gave your daughter with the name 
of Conſtantia? You were very ſenſible of my inten- 
tion. Tou tyrannized over the heart of Blanch, in 
en her to marry a man ſhe could not love. And 


hat * bad you over mine, to _ of it oa ' 


— 


N 
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Princeſs I abhor? Have you forgot that ſhe is the 


daughter of that cruel Mathilda, who, trampling. under 


her feet all the ties of blood and humanity, was the 


_ eauſe of my father's ending his days in a rigorous cap- 


tivity? And ſhall F marry her? No, Siffredi, lay aſide 
thoſe hopes. Before Hymen lights his torch for ſuch 
a match, you will fee all Sicily in nn. . 
es quenched in blood. bg 
Do not.my- ears deceive: me? cried ade Ab, 


Sir, what a proſpect have you ſet before my eyes! 


What terrible threats! But am alarmed in vain, con- 


tinued he in another tone: you love your ſubjetts too 


well, to bring ſuch miſeries upon them. Tou will 


not allow yourſelf to be overcome by this -fooliſh 


ſion. You will not tarniſh your virtues- a 
weakneſſes of ordinary men. If I gave my daughter 
to the Conſtable, it was to gain to your Majeſty's in- 
tereſts a valiant ſubject, who by his bravery and pow - 
er in the army might defend your cauſe againſt Don 


Pedro. I thought that in attaching him to my fami- 


Iy, by ſuch intimate ties Theſe are the ties, cried 


the King, theſe are the ties that have ruined me! Crus» 
el friend! why did you give me ſo incurable a wound? 
Did you imagine I ſhould be obliged: to you for 
ſtrengthning my power, at the expence of every thing 
that is dear to me? Why did you not leave me to ſup- 


port my rights by myſelf? Have I not courage enough 


| 10 quell thoſe who riſe up againſt me? The Conſtable 


himſelf ſhould bave found I: had, if he had diſobeyed- 
me. I know that kings ought not to be tyrants, and 
that the happineſs of their people ſhould be their chief 
aim; but are they, therefore, to be their ſubjects? 


flaves? And when Heaven has once made choice of 
them to govern, do they forfeit the right which every - 
man has, of diſpoſing of their own affeQions? If they 
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have not power to enjoy them, as the: linea claſs: of 
mortals have, take back, Siffredi, that ſovereign pos- 
er which you were ſo bad M Ad Kine cat the wo 
| of my repole.. + +314, oc a4 38 
Lou know, Sir; replied Siffredi, that! your: mas | 
with Conſtantia, was, by the late King, made the! con- 
dition of your ſuęcgeding tothe crown. And What 
right, anſwered Henriquez, had he to; eſtabliſh; chat 
diſpoſition? Did he receive the ſucceſſion from his 
brother King Charles upon the fame unworthy condi · 
tions? And how came you ta be ſo weak as to agree 
to ſuch a piece: of injuſtice? For an high- chancellor, 
metbinks you are ill acquainted with our conſtitution. 
In ſhort, though L have promiſed mychand to Conſtan - 
tia, it was not a voluntary engagement, therefote I am 
determined not to keep my word. If Don Pedto, up- 
on this refuſal; endeayours to pull me from my tone, 
our ſwords alone, without engaging the people in out 
quarrel, may decide the conqueſt, and ſhew/which is 
moſt worthy to reign. Leontio, not daring to urge 
him any further, contented himſelf with begging, up- 
on his knees, his ſon- in- law 's. liberty, which he ob- 
tained. Go, ſaid the King return to Belmont, whi?⸗ 
ther the Conſtable ſhall follow: you preſently. The 
miniſter returned immediately: to Belmont, perſuaded 
that his ſon-in-law. would be there almoſt as ſoon; as 
himſelf; but he was miſtaken; - . Henriquez reſolved 
to have an interview with Blaneh that night, and there · 
fore deferred ſetting a at Denny all. the 
following morning.. „ dr ene ns 
The Conſtable all this Abele was tortured with, the 
moſt melancholy reflexions-, His impriſorimentiplainly 
discovered to him the cauſe of - his, marriage being ſo 3 
unfortunate. He therefore abandoned himſelf entiſe - 
y to his jealouſy 3 and, contrary. to his well · know 
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gation, een furniſhed him with a horſe ts carry him 
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p Toyaltyy ales forth nothing by vengiainges: As he 


imagine that the King would not fail to be "with 


Blanch that night; in order to ſurprize them together, 
he begged the governor of the caſtle to ler him out of 
Ptiſon, upon an affair of the utmoſt Importance, aſſu · 


ring him that he would deliver himſelf up again inte 
his hands the next morning before it was light. The 


governor, who was entirely devoted to him, conſented 


the more readily, becauſe he knew that Siffred had 
already obtained his liberty; and, to add to the obli 


10 Belmont. The Conſtable being arrived there, he 
tied his horſe: to a tree, entered the park by a little 
door, of which he had the key, and was ſo lucky as to 


get into the caſtle unperceived. He went ſtraight to 


his wife's apartment, and concealing himſelf in the 
anti-chamber, behind a ſcreen that ſtood there, prop6s 


fob toioblarve from theare aid ther hoods paſs, and res 


pair ſuddenly: to Blanch' 3 TRAIL at che n noiſe 


\ Leontio' 8 daughter, who inimediately end the 
reaſon of her huſbancks impriſonment, concluded that 


| he would hardly return that night to Belmont, althe 
her father had told her that the King had aſfuüred him 


the Conſtable would ſet out ſoon after him. © She did 
not doubt but Henriquez would make uſe of fuch an 
opportunity to viſit and converſe with her in private: 


and in this opinion ſhe waited for the Prince, to re- 


proach him for an action which might have terrible 
conſequences, with regard to her. Accordingly, foon 


after Niſa was gone, the partition opened, and the 


King threw himſelf at Blanch's feet, faying, Madam, 


5 not eondemn before you have given me the bear- 
If I impriſoned the Conſtable; confider' that it 


2 ; the only means had tek „ theres 
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fore imputs that artiice to yourſelf alone.” MOT did 
you, this morning, refuſe to hear me? Alas to- mor- 
row your huſband will be at liberty, and 1 ſhall never 
have an opportunity of ſpeaking to ydu again. Hear 
me, therefore, this laſt time, | Sinee"the (loſ&"of you | 
makes me the moſt vtetched of men, grant me at leaſt 


the melancholy confolation of informing you, that my 


infidelity is not the cauſe of my. misfortune: for: the” 
I made Conftantia a promife of my hand, it was becauſe 
I could not poſſibly diſpenſe with doing it, in the fitu> 
ation to which your father had reduced me. E Was o- 
bliged to deceive the Princeſs, for your intereſt as well 
as my own, im order to ſecure to you the erown as welt 
as the perſon of your lover. I flattered myfelf ſo far 
as to imagine I ſhould ſucceed in my defign; I had 
already concerted meaſures to break this engagement ;. 
but you have deſtroyed my plan, and; by giving your-- 
ſelf away too incotifiderately; have prepared irrepara · 
ble mifery for two hearts, which nene en pron 
enjoyed the moſt inviolable love. vt 

Blanch was affected at theſe e his! at we . 
time ſhewing ſuch unfeigned marks of the deepeſt de- 
ipair. She now no longer doubted his innocence,. 
which at firſt gave her ſome joy; but afterwards it 
made the ſenſe of her misfortunes more intolerable. 
than ever. Ah, Sir! faid The to the King, after the 
cruel detetaifinatibil of our fate, the finding you guilt- 
leſs increafes my affliftion. Wretch that I am, what 
have I done } My reſentment has ruined me! 'L 
thought myfelf abandoned, and in revenge accepted 
of the Conſtable, whom my father preſented to me. 
It is I that am criminal; it is I that have been the cauſe 
of our mutual miſery! Alas! while I ictuſed you'of 
having deceived me, it was I, too creditlous fool! that 
broke all the ties which I had ſworn ſhould be eter- 
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King, you will. eafily. forget Henriquez, ſince you are 


chen entertain of me? replied Blanch in a. more reſo- 


the noble family of Anjou; and if my duty did not 
therefore to retire. I muſt. ſee you no more. Ah, 
Blanch, cried the King, i is it poſſible. that you can be 


Conſtable's wife too little to overwhelm. me, that you 


- 


44 


nal. Revenge yourſelf, Sit in your turn; hate, 110 hard 


THE ADVENTURES 


the ungrateful Blanch: — forget her. Ab, Madam, 8 
interrupted Henriquez mournfully, how ſhall I find that 
means to tear from my heart” a paſſion, Which even foo 
your injuſtice: could not extinguiſh?” You muſt howe⸗ out; 
ver, Sir, make that effort, replied Siffred?'s daughter cha! 
fighing, What! are you yourſelf. capable of that ef, it 1; 
fort? ſaid the King. I am not certain L ſhall quite te 
conquer my affection, replied ſhe, but I will ſpare no her 
pains in the endeavour.. Ah, cruel Blanch, ſaid the i 


able to form ſuch. a deſign. | What opinion do you 


Jute tone. Do you flatter yourſelf that I will. alloy 
you to continue your addreſſes ? No, Sir, theſe hopes 
are vain: Though I was not born to be a queen, 
Heaven never created me to give ear to a.diſhonouras 
ble paſſion. My huſband is, as well as you, Sire gf 


raiſe an inſurmountable obſtacle to your gallantry, my 
honour would: oblige me to reject it, I. conjure von 


ſo cruel to me? Did you imagine the ſeeing you the ill 


alſo forbid. me your ſight, the only conſolation. I. had 
left? Fly rather, anſwered. Siffredi's daughter, ſhed- ] 
ding ſome tears; the ſight of what one tenderly. loves 


on 
is no longer. a. happineſs, when the hope of poſſeſſing for 
it is loſt. Farewell, Sir, avoid me as much as poll: ¶ anc 
ble. You owe that effort at leaſt to your own honour poſ 


and my reputation. I implore it alſo, for my quiet: tes 


for though my virtue is not at all alarmed at the e: De. 


+ Motions of ay ons ye 1 the remembrance of I 
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love raiſes fack int - td; in er. tg I aſl 8 
hardly be able to endure them ; 
She pronounced theſe words — buch e 
nd BY that ſhe accidentally threw down a candleſtick an 
en ſtood on the table behind: her; and the candle g 
out, ſhe took it up, and opened the door of the anti» 
chamber, to go to Niſa, who was not yet a-bed, to get 
cl it lighted. She was no ſooner-returned with it, than 
ite the King, who waited for her, began anew td preſs 
her to ſuffer his attachment. At hearing Henriquez's 


the voice, the Conſtable ruſhed into the chamber ſword- 
are WY in-hand, almoſt at the back of his wife, and advancing 
you BY cowards the King, with all the fury that reſentment 
15 could inſpire, This is too much, tyrant! cried he; 
ow 


think not I am ſo baſe as to endure with patience the 
pes affront thou haſt done my honour. Ab, traitor, re- 
f plied the King, putting himſelf in a poſture of defence, 
veither do thou imagine thou ſhalt execute thy deſign 
with impunity. Thus ſaying, they began a fight, 
which was too, furious to be of long continuance. 
The Conſtable fearing that Siffredi and his ſervants, 


his vengeance, fought without caution. His rage de- 
prived him of all judgment; he took his meaſures ſo 
ill, that he run himſelf upon his enemy's ſword. It 
went quite through his body, up to the bilt. He ll, 
and the King immediately ſtayed his hand. 0 
Blanch, grieved to ſee her huſband in that conditi- 
on, and ſurmounting the natural indifference. ſhe had 
for him, threw herſelf on the-floor, to give him aſſiſt 


ance. But the unbappy huſband was too much pre- 


teſtimonies ſhe gave him of her grief and compaſſion. 


Fa 


alarmed at Blanch's cries, ſhould run in and oppoſe 


poſſeſſed againſt her to be in the leaſt. affected by the 


Death itſelf, which he felt approaching, could not ſup-._.. . 
preſs the 5 wipers. of his e He thought of be) 


16 THE ADYENTOURES | 


nothing i in his laſt moments, but the happineſs of hit 
rival; and this idea was ſo tormenting to him, that 
1 all the ſtrength he had left, he lifted up bi 8 
ford, which be ſtill had in his band; and plunged u P 
in Blanch's breaſt. Die, ſaid he while he ſtabbed hen 7 
die, thou perfidious woman, ſince not even the bond 


of marriage could ſecure me a faith, which you had 8 
promiſed me at the altar. And thou, Henriquez, con- 5 
tinued he, ſhalt not now exult in thy deſtiny.” Th __ 


canſt not enjoy the fruits of my deſtruction, and thete 11 
fore I die ſatisfied.' No ſooner had he thus ſpoken Ml _ 
than he expired, and his countenance, covered as i 
were with the ſhades of death, had ſtill in it ſomething 
fierce and terrible. That of Blanch exhibited a quit 
different proſpect. The wound ſhe had received n 
mortal; ſhe dropt down upon the body of her dying 
ſpouſe, and the blood of this innocent victim ran in 
one and the ſame ſtream with that of her murderer, who 
had fo ſuddenly executed his cruel reſolution, that Hens 
1 pad not time to prevent its effects. 
That unhappy Prince ſeeing Siffredi's daughter! fall 
to the ground, gave a loud cry, and, more confounded 
than ſhe with the blow that robbed her of life, haſten: 
ed to give her the ſame aſſiſtance ſne had offered to 
the Conſtable. But in a dying voice ſhe ſaid to him, 
Sir, you trouble yourſelf in vain. I am the victim 
which unrelenting fate demands. May this appeal: 
its wrath, and make your reign happy and quiet. Le. 
ontio, drawn by her eries, entered the chamber juſt a 
ſhe pronounced theſe words, and, ſtruck with the ob. 
jeQs he beheld, ſtood motionleſs; while Blanch, with- 
out perceiving him, continued ſpeaking to the King. 
Adieu, Prince, ſaid ſhe;- cheriſh my memory: my ten- 
. derneſs and misfortunes claim that favour. 'Entertall 


no reſentment againſt my father: Have pity on his ag 
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afllition, and forgive his zeal. Above all, make 

the my i innocence known: this i 18 what 1 beſeech you to 

bi perform, above all things. Farewell; my Tong Heari- 

01 que. die receive my laſt breath. /! 4 

her, Thus faying, ſhe expired. The King, Laing con- 

duch tinued for ſome time in à melancholy filence, faid to 

bai Sigredi, who appeared to be very much afflicted, Le- 
don; ontio, behold your own work, and in this tragical event T7 


conſider the fruit of your officious care and zeal for me 
The old man was fo overwhelmed with woe, that he 
made no reply. But why ſhould I pretend to deſcribe 
thoſe things which no words can expreſs ? Let it fuffice _ 
to ſay, that when their forrow permitted them to break 
out into the exclamations of deſpair, they made ſuch 
complaints as would have pierced an adamantine heart. 
Henriquez all his life preſerved a tender temem- 
brance of his m | 
on to marry Conſtantia, who being joined by the To- 
fant Don Petro, they conjointly | endeavoured, by all 
the means that could be thought of, to force the en- 
ccution-of Roger's: will; but they were at laſt obliged 
to yield to the ſuperior power of Prinee Henziquez, 
who.overcame all his enemies. As for Siffredi, the 
grief he felt for having been the ſole eauſe of 16 many _ 
miſchiefs detached him from the world, and rendered 
his native country odious to him: he therefore aban- 
doned Sicily, and ſailing into Spain, with Portia, the 
only child he had left, purchaſed this caſtle? He li- 
ved here for near fifteen years after the death of Blaneh, 
and had the conſolation, before he died, of ſeeing Por- 
tia ſettled. She married Don Jerome de Silva, and 1 
am the only fruit of that marriage. This, continued 
Don Pedro's widow, is the hiſtory of my family, and 
the faithful relation of the misfortunes repreſented in. 
that picture, which my uncle Leontio cauſed to be“ 
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| lowhidg Aurora and Elvira by themſelves in the hall, 
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1 Wee 
Aurora 3 Behaviour ag Salamanca. 
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L H E N . hay had. Leiden this bei 
Ortiz, her companions, and myſelf withdrew, 


where they ſpent the remainder of the day in diſcourſe 
together. They thought they could never have enough 
of each other's company; and next day when we ſet for- 
ward upon our journey, they were as much affected at 
parting, as two friends who have lived W TIES 2. 
greeably together. a 
We at length arrived at ae ict meet: 
ing with any other accident in our way. There ve 
immediately hired a houſe ready-furniſhed, and Dame 
Ortiz, as we had before concerted it, aſſumed: the name 
of Donna Chimena de Guzman. She had been a du- 
enna too long not to be a good actreſs. Going out 
with Aurora, a waiting: maid, and a valet, one morn- 
ing, ſbe repaired to a houſe where lodgings were let, and 
where we were informed Pacheco commonly lived. Has 
ving aſked if they had an apartment to be let, they an- 


ſwered in the affirmative, and ſhewed her a very neat 
one, which ſhe hired. She gave earneſt to the landlady, 


telling her that it was for a nephew of hers, who was 
coming from Toledo to ſtudy at Salamanca, __ that 
ſhe expected he would arrive that very day. 


My miſtreſs and the duenna, after having ei 
80 this lodging, returned to * other houſe, and * 


nu⸗ 


Ft 


e 


r SAL A =” 


beate Aurora, without loſing any time, transform. 5 


ed herſelf into a cavalier. She covered her own black 
hair with a light- coloured kind of wig, painting her 
eye brows. of the ſame. colour, and adjuſting herſelf in 
ſuch a manner, as that ſhe might very well paſs for a 
young gentleman. Her carriage was free and. eaſy, and 
excepting her face, which was a little too handſome for : 
a man, nothing could poſſibly betray her diſguiſe. The 
maid, who was to ſerve in quality of page, diſguiſed 


herſelf alſo, and we were under no apprehenſion of her 


playing her part amiſs, for ſhe had a good modeſt aſſu- 
rance in her air, which agreed very well with the cha- 
racter ſhe was to perform. In the afternoon, theſe two 
actreſſes being im a condition to appear on the ſtage, 
that is, in the lodging which had been taken, I accom- 
panied them thither in a coach, with every i ne · 
ceſſary for our enterprize. | 
Bernarda Ramirez (fo the landlady was ; called) 8 

ly received us, and conducted us to our apartment, 


where we began to talk with her, and agreed with her ; 


for our board by the month. Then aſking her if ſhe 
had many lodgers beſide us, ſhe replied, I have none 
at preſent, but I need not want them, if I would take in 
all ſorts of people; I receive none but young noblemen; 
and I expeCt one this evening, who comes from Madrid 
to finiſh his ſtudies, His name is Don Lewis Pacheco 
perhaps you may have heard of him. No, anſwered 
Aurora, I know nothing of him; and I ſhould be o- 
bliged to you if you would give me ſome account of _ 
him, ſince Lam to lodge in the ſame houſe with him. 


Dir, replied the landlady, looking at this falſe cavalier, | 


he is a very fine gentleman I aſſure you, and not un- 
like yourſelf. Ah! you will be Jelightful company for 
each other! By St. Jago, I may boaſt of having two of 
the bandſomeſt gentlemen in all pai: in ** houſe HE 


— 


Madrid; but I really cannot fay that he is ſtill in the 5 


expreſs my joy in having him for a companion. White 


* * 


" THEWVDVENTURES 


1 


This Don Lewis then, faid my miſtreſs, is - nio 


ly a very happy man among the fair ſex in this town? In 
Ay, that he is, anſwered the old woman, he is a com- tak 
pleat gallant. He has no more to do but ſhew himſe rab 
and conquer. Among the reſt, he has charmed ala: MW qui 


dy here who has both youth and beauty, Iſabella by ſen 


name, an old lawyer's daughter, ſhe is almoſt mad for dre 
him. And tell me, good mother, interrupted- Aurom Ml and 
carneſtly, is he on his ſide as fond of her? He was, an? wo! 
ſwered Bernarda Ramirez, before his departure from 


fame mind; for he, like all other young men, is very 
Ade «Kh 
Scarce had the good widow done 3 when y 
we heard a noiſe in the court - yard. Looking out d "Kg 
the window, we perceived two men light from then b 
horſes: theſe were no other than Don Lewis de Pache g 
co, who was juſt arrived from Madrid, with a valet de 
chambre. The old woman left us to go receive him; £ 
and my miſtreſs prepared herſelf, not without emotion elai: 
to act the part of Don Felix. Den Lewis, in a ſho? rin 
time, entered our apartment, booted and ſpurred as heHeffo. 
was, and ſaluted Aurora, ſaying, Underſtanding that 
young nobleman. of Toledo lodges here, I beg leave 


my miſtreſs made a return to this compliment, Pache 
co ſeemed amazed to ſee ſo lovely a cavalier. He could 
not help telling her that he had never before beheld 
handſome and well-made a man. After ſeveral com 
pliments on both ſides, Don Lewi is retired to > his 9 
ment. 

While he was changing his e a ſort of Pags 
who wanted to deliver a letter to him, happened ae 
dentally to meet Aurora upon the ſtair- caſe. He to 
her for Don Lewis, and giving her the billet, ſaid, 2 


% - 
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ed. rior cavalier, though 1 never ſa Don Pacheco, I 1 
n need not ſk if you are he. I dare ſay I am not miſ- 
m-. taken. No, young man, ſaid my miſtreſs, with admi- 
ſalt rable preſence: of mind, you are very right, and Ju ac- 
1a: auit yourſelf of your commiſſion. very well. I ſhall 
by WY ſend an anſwer very ſoon. Upon this the page with · 
for drew, and Aurora ſhutting herſelf up with her maid | 
on and me, 2 the e and read the ene 


an- words. ; 


rom . 5 8 | 2 3 
the EING juſt now 3 of your arrival at 
very Salamanca, my tranſport had well nigh got the 


« better of my reaſon. But is Iſabella ſtill as dear to 
e you as ever? Make haſte, and aſſure her in perſon 
« of your conſtancy. . I am afraid the will ſcarce be a- 
« ble to ſupport the rapture, if the finds you unchan- 


che ged.“ 

et de 41 7 
aim; A mighty 1 billet, ſaid Aurora; it. pro- 
tion claims the violence of the author's love. This lady is 


a rival not to be contemned. I mult uſe my utmoſt 
efforts to detach Don Lewis from her, and even to 
prevent him from viſiting her again. The underta- 
king, I own, is difficult; but Ido not deſpair of accam- 
pliſhing my deſign. Accordingly, my miſtreſs having 
muſed a little, added, if they are not divided in four 
ud twenty hours, I will forfeit my head. Pacheco 
having taken a little repoſe in his own apartment, re- 
Furned to ours, and fell again into converſation... with 
urora before ſupper. Signior cavalier, ſaid he to her 
in a jocoſe manner, I believe the huſbands and lovers 
ill have no cauſe to rejoice at your arrival. in Sala- 
anca. You look as if you would give them ſome 
liſturbance. As for my own part, I tremble. for fear 
ot being robbed of all my conqueſts, | Your. fear, an- 
b C 2 


— — 


— - 


—_ — 
— — — 


—— 
— — — — 
* G - 


—— — —— 2 a 
- — _— — Sn 
8 4 * 
wt — 


——— * * n — 
2 — r ——— * * . T2 
2 ————— (— 
—— RIS. * — - 
— — * = -7 5 a 
Wm 1 : = * 


52 5 THE ADVENT UA E 8 


1 


| ſwered my miſtreſs in the ſame tone, is not ill. ground 
ed. Don Felix de Mendoza is a formidable man, I 


alfure you. Belides, I have been in this country be- v 
fore, and know that the women are not over cruel. '] T 
rode through this town about a month ago, and ſtopt ſhe 
here a week, in which time, to tell you the truth, I en: . 
flamed the daughter of an old lawyer. tui 

Theſe words I perceived put Don Lewis in dong 25 
Sitorder: May I be ſo bold, ſaid he, as to alk the 1. tis 
dy's name? How! be ſo. bold, replied the pretended 
Don Felix; why ſhould T make a_myſtery of ſuch an 1250 


affair to you? Do you think me more reſerved than o- her 
ther noblemen of my time of life? Do me not ſo much ni 
injuſtice, Beſides, between ourſelves, the object doc ſwe 
not deſerve ſo much regard. She is only a poor eit; 5 
and a man of quality, you know, is never ſeriouſly in 3 


love with ſuch creatures; but thinks he does them an g 
honour, in condeſcending to debauch them. I will *** 


therefore without further ceremony acquaint you, tha 4 
Ifabella is the name of the lawyer's daughter. Ani "9s 
what is the lawyer's? interrupted Pacheco impatiently 1 
is it not Murcia de Lianna? The ſame, anſwered my 5 
miſtreſs; here is a letter which ſhe has juſt now ſent ah 
me. You may read it, and ſee whether the lady is fon 42 
of me or no. Don Lewis caſting his eyes over thi i 
billet, knew the hand, and was in the utmoſt confuliol : 
and diſturbance. What is the matter? continued Au * 
rora in a ſurpriſe, you change colour! I am afraid ya 3 
have ſome concern in this lady. I am very ſorry; b bis! 
this is the caſe, for having ſpoken ſo freely of her. 15 
On the contrary, ſaid Don Lewis with indignation and SA l 
reſentment, I am rather obliged to you for your info! ba 
mation. Perfidious creature! Don Felix, I am et, *, 
nally indebted to you. You have extricated me ol . 1 


ofa an error, in which I might have remained à git 


* 
* 


— 
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ki while. I imagined that Iſabella loved; nay adored me. 
ge ] had indeed ſome regard for that wretch; but I. find 
he is a perfect coquette, and ought to be deſpiſed. 1 
, applaud your reſentment, ſaid Aurora, feigning in her. 
| turn a ſort of indignation. LI. think ſo mean a crea» , 
ture as a lawyer's daughter might well have been ſa- 
15 tisfied with one nobleman at a time, eſpecially; ſo. ac - 
Jed compliſhed a one as you are. Her inconſtancy is in⸗ 
7 excuſablez and I am ſo far from being pleaſed with 
her ſacrificing your love to mine, that I intend to pu- 
ani her by ſligbting. her favours. For my part, an- 
uch it 
oY ſwered Pacheco, the revenge I mean to take 1s never 


to ſee her again. You are very much in the right, 
cried the falſe Mendoza; yet to ſhew her how much 
ſhe is deſpiſed by us both, I think each of. us ſhould 
write to her an inſulting letter. I will ipcloſe them 
under one cover, and ſend them as an anſwer to her 
billet. But before we go thus far, do you ſee how your 
heart ſtands affected; perhaps you may one day repent 
of having broken with Iſabella. No, no, interrupted 
Don Lewis, I ſhall never be ſo weak. I will do what 
you propoſe, in order to mut, the re erea- 
ture. 

They immediately ſens me for pen, ink, — 71 5 
and both of them ſat down to compoſe very obliging 
letters to the daughter of Dr. Murcia de Lianna. Pa- 
checo could not find terms ſtrong. enough to expreſs 
bis ſentiments, and he tore ſive or ſix half · ſiniſhed bil · 
lets, becauſe they ſeemed to him to be too civil. How- 
ever he was pleaſed with one at laſt, as he- might well. 
be, it containing the following: words: | | 
«I WOULD have you learn, my fair one, to 33 

„ Leu better; and be no longer ſ6 vain as to ima- 

© gine that I am enamoured with you. It. muſt be 
ther kind of merit than yours that can engage my 
C 3 
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A 


« affections. Your charms are not ſulcient to artiuſe 
ce A nbbleman for a few moments. Such a one ag you b 
e are ere ee of the meaneſt en of * univer; 4 
ce ſity.“ x | | 
This was the gracious biller he refolved to a : 
and Aurora having finiſhed hers, which was in no mil» 0 
der terms than the other, ſhe ſealed them both up, and 
gave them to me, ſaying, Gil Blas, be ſure you deliver FR 
this pacquet to Iſabella this evening; you underſtand WM e. 
me, continues ſhe, tipping me the wink, the meaning 
of which I eaſily underſtood. Yes, Sir, replied I, you 
may depend upon being obeyed to your ſatisfaction. * 
1 I immediately went about my buſineſs, and going A 
Wl along the ſtreet, Oho, Gil Blas, ſays I to myſelf, then fa 
wi it ſeems you act the valet in this comedy. Well, friend, if 
4 new that you have wit enough to perform ſo conſide- 4 
Wo Fable a part. Signior Don Felix, as you ſee, has ſo 1 
wo good an opinion of you, that he thought it enough to or 
4 tip you the wink. And is he to blame for that? No, bu 
1h 4 I underſtand what he would be at. He would bave M m 
wo me deliver only Don Lewis's billet. That is the in» MW 2 
1 terpretation of the ſign, than which nothing can be yo 
more plain. I therefore immediately opened the pac- fu 
quet, from which I took Pacheco's letter, and carried yo 
It to the daughter of Doctor Murcia, whoſe houſe I W ou 
was not long in finding out. I met the little page who ks 
had given Aurora the billet at the door; Brother, ſaid to 
1 to him, are not you the ſervant of the daughter of ga 
Dr. Murcia? Yes, anſwered he. You have ſo obli- 4 
ging a phyſiognomy, replied I, that I take the liberty to Le 
deſite you to deliver this billet · doux to your miſtreſs. en 
The page enquiring who ſent it, I had no fooner an 
«+ told him Don Lewis de Pacheco, than he bid me fol- bs 
ow him, for he was commanded to bring me to Iſa- MM ve 
bella herſelf. I allowed myſelf therefore to be intro: 
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| duced. into a little . whine the — immedi- 
uſe BY ately came to me. I was ſtruck at ler beautiful face, 
ou WY having never beheld more regular features. Her air 
er. was affected and childiſh, but for all that, I dare ſwear 
ſhe had ſeen thirty years paſs over her head, Friend, 
faid ſhe, with a pleaſant countenance, do you belong 
ul to Don Lewis de Pacheco? Yes, replied I, I have been 
nd in his ſervice theſe three weeks: and then gave her the 
fatal billet. She read it over twace or thrice, and feem- 
ed to diſtruſt the evidence of her own ſenſes. And 
vs indeed ſhe certainly expected ſuch an anſwer. She 
raiſed her eyes to heaven, bit her lips, and ſhewed in 
os her countenance the uneaſineſs ſhe felt in her heart. 
ng Afterwards, ſuddenly addreſſing herſelf to me, Friend, 
faid ſhe, is Don Lewis run mad?” Pray let me know, 
if you can, why he writes in this genteel ſtyle? What 
de. dæmon poſſeſſes him? If he had a mind to break with 
me, could he not have done it without abuſing me ſo 


85 groſsly? Madam, faidI, my maſter is certainly to blame: | 
Jo, but he was in a manner forced to it. If you will pro- 
oy miſe to keep the ſecret, I will inform you of the whole | 


_ affair. I do promiſe, ſaid ſhe haſtily, never to — 
you, therefore explain yourſelf freely. Well then, an- 
ac, fwcred I, the cafe briefly is thus. Having juſt read 
your billet, a lady entirely covered with a veil entered- 


2 1 our lodgings, and enquiring for my maſter, talked to- 

ho him in private a good while, and at laſt I heard her fay 

aid to him, you ſwear to me that you will never fee her a- 
of gain; but that will not ſatisfy me, you muſt alſo write 


blt- a billet to her this moment, which I ſhall dictate. Don 
to Lewis did as ſhe deſired, and delivering the letter to me, 
enquire, ſaid he, where Dr. Murcia de Lianna lives, 
and contrive to get this paper into the hands of his- 
daughter Iſabella. You ſee, madam, added I, this ſe> . 
' vere letter is the work of a rival, and * * 
| 4 


wy 
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matter i is not ſo much to blame. - 0 Heavens! eriel 
ſhe, the other was bad, but this is till worſe, His in- 
fidelity offends me more than the fhocking words he 
writes to me. Ahl the perfidious wretch But, ad- 
ded the immediately, aſſuming a more haughty air, let 
him abandon himſelf to his new miftreſs without con- 
ſtraint, I do not intend in the leaſt to thwart him. Tell 
him I ſhould have left the field free to my rival, with- 
out his thus groſly inſulting me; and that I too much 


contemn ſo fickle a lover, to be in the leaſt deſirous of 


recalling him. 'Thus ſaying, ſhe ſent me away, and re- 
tired, very much incenſed at Don Lewis. 

I left the Doctor's houſe very well ſatisfied "ih 
what I had done, and I fancied that I ſhould ſoon be- 
come a very dextrous cheat. I returned to our lodg- 


ings, where I found Mendoza and Pacheco at ſupper 


together, converſing as freely as if they had been ac- 
quainted from their infaney. Aurora perceiving by 
my chearſul countenance, that I had acquitted myſelf 
tucceſsſully of my commiſſion, Well, Gil Blas, ſaid ſhe, 
give us an account of your meſſage. Being obliged to 
xcuſt again to my own fineſſe, I ſaid I had delivered the 
Pacquet, and Iſabella having read the two billets con- 


tained in it, inſtead of ſeeming diſconcerted, ſhe. fell 


into an immoderate fit of laughter; being a little re- 


covered from which, ſhe ſaid, upon my conſcience, | 


roung noblemen have an admirable ſtyle! I have hard- 
ly known any body write half ſo agreeably.. She car: 
ries it off then triumphantly, cried my miſtreſs; ſhe 
muſt certainly be a compleat-coquette. For my part, 
laid Don Lewis, I am aſtoniſhed at Iſabella's behaving 
thus: ſhe muſt certainly have quite changed her cha- 
racter during my abſence. I own, replied Aurora, I 
could not have thought her ſuch a perſon: but there 
e ſome women who can aſſume all manner r of ſhapes, 


ny, 


—— 
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| was once. in love with one of theſe, who made me | 
Her dupe a long while. Gil Blas, you can tell what 
a demure air ſhe had, Tes truly, ſaid I, ſhe had a 
look that would. have cozened the * wary. 1 -_ 9 
ſelf might have been caught by it. 

My talking thus made Pacheco and the falſe Mendo- 
za burſt into a loud laugh, one, becauſe I bore wit - 
neſs againſt an imaginary. damſel, and the other at the 
expreſhons +L.-made uſe of. The diſcourſe continued 
to turn upon thoſe women who have the art of diſſem- 
bling; and the reſult of our conference was, that Iſa- 
bella was plainly convicted of being an artant jilt. 

Don Lewis renewed his proteſtations of never ſee- 
ing her again; and Don Felix, aſter his example, ſwore 
he would always hold her in the utmoſt. contempt... 
After theſe proteſtations, they contracted a friendſhip 
together, and promiſed to conceal nothing from each 
other. After a great many other compliments, which, 
paſſed after ſupper, each retired to his apartment to go 
to bed. TI followed Aurora to hers, and gave her an 
exact account of the converſation I had with Iſabella. 
I thought ſhe would have embraced me in the tran- 
ſport of her joy. Dear Gil Blas, ſaid ſhe, Lam charm- 
ed with thy fruitfulpeſs of invention. When one is- 
unfortunately engaged in a paſhon which eompels us to- 
have recourſe to ſtratagems, what an advantage is it to 
have ſo good an aſſiſtant as thee. Courage, my lad, we 
have removed one rival, that might have been trouble- 
ſome to us. That is no bad prognoſtic: but as we 
lovers are liable to ſtrange turns of fortune, I think we. 
muſt make ſhort work of it, and bring Aurora de Guz- 
man on the ſtage to-morrow. I approved of her ſcheme, 
and leaving Signior Don Felix with his page, with- 
drew to my bed in the og cloſer... . 8 


— 
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What Stratagems Aurora made uſe f to captivate. pl. 


Lewis de Pacheco. 


EXT morning, when the two new friends: met, 
they began again with embraces, which Aurora 


N 


was obliged to give and receive, in order to act the 


part of Don Felix the more naturally. They went 


to walk about the town, and I attended them, together 


with Chilindron, Don Lewis's valet. * We ftopped 
near the univerfity, to look at ſome titles of books 
which were ſtuck upon the gate. A good many peo- 


ple were amuſing themſelves with reading them, and 


among the reſt I perceived a little man, who gave hi 
opinion of all the books that were ſo publiſhed. The 
people were very attentive to what he ſaid, and he 
ſeemed to think that it was no more than he deſerved. 
He appeared to be vaſtly vain and poſitive, as little men 
generally are. That new tranflation of Horace, faid 
he, which is advertifed in ſuch large characters, is a 
mean proſe affair, executed by an old college-author; 
a book mightily eſteemed among the ſtudents, who have 
already conſumed four editions of it; and yet there is 
not one man of taſte that will ſo much as look into it. 
His opinion was not a whit more favourable of all the 


other books. He ridiculed them all without exception. 
I imagine he was an author. I ſhould not have been 
tired of hearing him to an end; but I was obliged to 


follow Don Lewis and Don Felix, who being as little 


Pleaſed with his prate as intereſted in the books which 


2 criticized, walked off gud left 112 him and che u- 
niverſity. 


F — 
— 4 
" 
— 


We e to our lodging at dinner · time, and my 
miſtreſs ſitting down at table with Pacheco, cunning- 
ly turned the converſation on her on family. My tas: 


ther, ſaid ſhe, is a younger btother of the houſe of. 


Mendoza, and ſettled at Toledo; and my mother is ſif- 
ter to Donna Chimena de Guzman, who came lately: 
to Salamanca about an important affair, with her niece 


Aurora, the only daughter of Don Vincent de"Guz- 
man, with whom perhaps you are acquainted. '- No, 


replied Don Lewis, but I have often heard of him, as 
well as of your couſin Aurora. 


for it, and that well cultivated too; but I do not think 
her fo very handſome: People ſay that we two are 
very like one another. 


features are very regular; your couſin therefore muſt 
needs be enchanting. I wiſh I had an opportunity of 
ſceing and talking with her. 
olity, replied the feigned Mendoza, and this very af- 


ternoon too. 1 will . to 2 aunt's houſe with 
me. 


talked of indifferent matters. 
they were preparing to go and viſit Donna Chimena, 


I ſlipt out before, and ran to bid the duenna make rea- 


dy to receive them. Then returning inſtantly, Fae» 
companied Don- Felix, who conducted Don Lewis to 
his aunt's houſe. But they had ſcarce entered it, when 
they met Madam Chimena, who beckoned them not to 
make a noiſe. Huſh, huſh, ſaid ſhe whiſpering, you 


will wake my niece, who has ever ſince yeſterday been 
terribly atllicted with the head-ach, which has es ” 


C6 


Or 6 11 BIA. 59 


May I believe what 
is reported of her? J have been aſſured that nothing” 
equals her beauty but her underſtanding.” As for un- 
derſtanding, anſwered. Don Felix, ſhe does not want 


If that be the caſe, cried Pa- 
checo, ſhe does not come ſhort of her character. Your: 


I will: ſatisfy that curi- 


My miſtreſs after this ebangad the diſcourſe, ak 
After dinner, while 
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leſt hon and the poor child has been aſleep. about a 


quarter of an hour. I am very ſorry for this diſap- 
pointment, ſaid Mendoza; I was in hopes we ſhould 


have ſeen my couſin, and had promiſed that bappineſg 
to my friend Pacheco, who came hither for that'pur- 


poſe. The affair is not in ſuch a mighty hurry, repli- 
ed Ortiz ſmiling, you may defer it till to-morrow. Phe 
cavaliers having converſed a little with the * wn 
toak their leave and retire l. e 
Don Lewis took us to ſee: a young genden of his 
ese; whoſe name was Don Gabriel de Pedros, 


with whom we paſſed the remainder of the day; we 
ſupped there too, and did not leave his houſe till two 


o'clock in the morning. 


We had got about half way 


home, when we ſtumbled over two men lying ſtreteh- 


ed upon the ſtreet. Imagining they were unfortunate: 


people who had been murdered and robbed, we ſtopt 
to aſſiſt them, if it was not too late; and as we were 


endeavouring to inform ourſelves of their condition, as 
well as the darkneſs of the night would allow, the 


watch eame up to us. At firſt they took us for the 
murderers, and ſurrounded us; but they thought 
more favourably of us, when they heard us ſpeak, and 
by the help of a dark lanthorn perceived the faces of 

Mendoza and Pacheco. Aſterwards they examined the 
condition of the two men, whom we had imagined to 
be dead, and found that it was a fat licentiate, with his 
man, both intosicated with wine, or rather dead drunk. 
Gentlemen, cried one of the watch, I know this epi- 
cure: it is the licentiate Guyomar, rector of our uni- 
verſity. For all he is in this condition at preſent, 1 
can tell you he is a great ſcholar, a wonderful genius! 
There is never a philoſopher of them all, but what he 
can conſute in an argument. He has an amazing flow 
words; it is a pity he is a little too much given to 


4 


-- 
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T% ls uit women, and wine. He has undoubtedly 

p- been vifiting his Iſabella to- night; but unluckily his 

ud guide has got as drunk as himſelf, and they have both 

eſs tumbled into the kennel. - This misfortune often haps» 

Irs. pened to the good Bere before he was made rector: 

lis and you ſee honour does not always change men's man- : 
he ners. We left the two drunkards in the hands of the © ] 
In, watch, who undertook. to carry them home, and pur- 

8 ſued our courſe to our lodgings, ane of nn 

nis but taking our repoſe. 5 

98, Don i te 0 about non and | 

we Aurora was the firſt thing they talked of. Go to my. 

vo aunt, Gil Blas, ſaid Aurora, and aſk her if Signior = 
ay Pacheco and I can ſee-my couſin to-day, I went out. 1 
h- to acquit myſelf of this commiſſion, or rather to con- | | 
ite W ſult with the duenna what we ſhould do. When we 
pt bad taken our meaſures, I returned to the pretended. 

re Mendoza, ſaying, Sir, your couſin» Aurora is quite re- 

as covered of her indiſpoſition, and ſhe herſelf ordetret 
be me to tell you that ſhe- will be extremely glad to fes? WM 
he MW you; and Donna Chimena bid me aſſure Signior Pa=> ' WM 
ht WW checo, that he ſhould, on your account, be always: yes _, 8 
nd ry welcome at her houſe. 1 
of Theſe laſt words I perceived vaſtly . Don, i 
he Lewis: my miſtreſs obſerved the ſame, and took it as 1 
to a happy omen. A little before dinner, Chimena's | 
lis foot man appeared, and ſaid to Don Felix, Sir, a man | 
Kk. from Toledo came to aſk for you at your aunt's houſe, 

i- and left this note for you. The pretended Mendoza 0 

i- opened it, and read the following words: 

1 IF you ate deſirous of hearing news from your 

s „father, and of being informed of other important | 
* * matters, fail not to repair to the Black horſe, near _ '' 
* ce the vniveclitys.. ane upon the receipt af | 


to &« « this,” : ; : ; | a 5 . Da» 5 ; 
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I am fo impatient to hear this news, ſaid he, that l 
am determined inſtantly to begone.  Signior Pache- 
co, continued he, if I do not return in two hours, you 
may go to my aunt's by yourſelf, and Þ will come to 


. you there in the afternoon. The meſſage which Git 


Blas brought you from Donna Chimena gives you a 
very good pretence to viſit there. Thus ſaying, he 
went out, and commanded me to follow him. 
We immediately went to Ortiz's houſe, inſtead of 
going to the Black-horſe, as you may eaſily imagine. 
As' ſoon as we arrived there, Aurora took off her fair» 
coloured hair, waſhed her eye-brows, put on a wo 
man's habit, and became a very genteel black. eyed 
lady, as ſhe naturally was. Her diſguiſe made ſuch 
an alteration in her, that Aurora and Don Felix ap- 
peared to be two different people. Beſides, ſhe ſeems 
ed taller in a woman's dreſs than in a man's, her highs 
heeled ſhoes: contributing not a little to make her ſo. 
When ſhe had improved her charms with all the aſ- 
fiſtance that art could lend them, ſhe waited for Don 
Lewis with an emotion compoſed of hope and fear. 
Sometimes ſhe. thought ſhe might confide in her wit 
and beauty; and ſometimes ſhe trembled for fear that 
this her firſt attempt ſhould prove unſucceſsful. Or- 
tiz, on her fide, ſummoned all her fineſſe to ſecond 
my miſtreſs. For my part, that I might not be ſeen 
in the houſe by Pacheco, like thofe players that appear 
only in the laſt act, I went out as ſoon as I had dined, 
in order to ſhew myſelf towards the end of the viſit. 
Every thing being thus ſet in order, Don Lewis ar- 
rived, 'and was very politely received by Donna Chi- 
mena. After he had been with Aurora ..car three 
hours, I entered the room where they ſat, and ad- 
dreſſing myſelf to the cavalier, Signior, faid I, my ma- 
Suter Don Felix cannot wait upon you here to-day; but 


- A 


begs yo 


and you are fair; you are merry, ſhe is grave. 


0 7 6 R 6 
u n ee ding as he is with three Tele- 
dans, * whom he cannot poſſibly get away. Ah. 
the little rake! cried Donna Chimena, he is fuddling, 
I dare lay my life. No, Madam, replied I, they are 
talking together of very ſerious affairs. e is extreme · 
ly ſorry that he eannot come hither, as he promiſed. 
He charged me to tell this both to you and your niece 


Donna Aurora. Oh! I will have none of his apolo«- 


gies, ſaid my miſtreſs; he knows I have been ill, and 


ſhould have ſhewn a little more concern for his relatis 
on. Ah, Madam] eried Don Lewis, do not forny ſach 


a cruel reſolution: Don Felix is rather to be pitied for 


loſing the pleaſure of your converſation this ſingle time. 

Having diverted themſelves for fome time with'this 
ſubject, Pacheco withdrew. The beautiful Aurora 
immediately changed her habit, and reſuming the ap- 


pearance of a cavalier, returned to our lodgings as ſoon f 


as poſſible. I aſk pardon, my dear friend, ſaid ſhe to 
Don Lewis, for failing to meet you at my aunt'sy but 
I could not get rid of the company I was in. What 
confoles me for the diſappointment is, that you have 


had the ſatisfaction to gratify your curioſity. © Well, 


what think you of my couſin?” I am enchanted wik 
her, replied Pacheco. You had reaſon to ſay ſhe was 
like you; I never beheld features more reſembling each 
other: the ſame turn of face, the ſame eyes, the ſame 
tone of voice. Yet there is ſome ſmall difference be- 
tween you: Aurora is taller than you; ſhe is brown, 
This 


is all that can diſtinguiſh you the one from the other. 
As for underſtanding, continued he, I do not believe a 
celeſtial being can have more than vour couſin. In 
ſhort, ſhe is the moſt-accompliſhed lady Jever ſaw. 

Theſe laſt words were pronounced ſo ſeriouſy by 
Signior Pacheco, chat Don Felix _ to him Is: 
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Friend, I would adviſe you not to viſit Aurora de /Guzs 


man again, if you ſtudy your own repoſe: ſhe maß 


make your heart ake, and inſpire. you with a paſhon, 
I need not another fight of her to make me in love, in- 
terrupted he, that is done already. I am ſorry to hear 
rhat, replied the falſe Mendoza, for you are not a man 
that will ſettle, and my couſin is no Iſabella. I can 
aſſure you beforehand, that ſhe will never liſten to a 
lover except on honourable terms. 


If theſe are your real l ohio N. Felix; | 


L offer you my aſſiſtance. I will do you all the good 
offices with Aurora that I am able, and will to-morrow 


bring over my aunt, who has a great ſway over her. Pa- 


checo heartily thanked the cavalier who made him ſuch 
fair promifes; and we perceived with joy that our ſtra- 
tagem ſucceeded as we could wiſh. We made uſe of 
a new invention the day following to increaſe Don 
Lewis's paſſion. My miſtreſs having been with Don- 
na Chimena, under pretence of rendering her favoura- 
ble to Don Lewis, returned and ſaid, L have ſpoken to 


— 


Honourable! re- 
plied Don Lewis: ſure nobody would offer any other 
to a young lady of her birth. Alas! I ſhould look up- 
on myſelf as the happieſt of mankind, if ſhe would ap- 
prove of my ne and content to Join her. deſting | 


my aunt, and had no ſmall trouble to make her your 


friend. She was very much prejudiced againſt you: 


for ſome body or other had given her a very bad cha- 


racter of you: but I boldly undertook your defence, 
and have at length deſtroyed the ill impreſſions ſhe: has; 
received of your morals.. 

But this is not all, added Ars! you muſt talk 
with my aunt; in my preſence; for by that means we 
may ſecure her to our intereſts. 


Steat impatience to talk with Donna cim and 


Pacheco expreſſed 
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that ſatisfaction was granted to him next end | 
when the falſe Mendoza carried him to madam Ortiz, 
and they three had a converſation together, in which 
Don Lewis ſhewed that he had ſuffered himſelf to be 
very much captivated in a ſhort time. The crafty. 1 
Chimena feigned to be moved at his tenderneſs, and 9 
promiſed her utmoſt endeavour to perſuade her neice 9 
to accept of him for a huſband. Pacheco immediately 
threw himſelf at the feet of ſo kind an aunt, and thanks» 
ed her for all her favours. - Upon this, Don Felix 
aſked if his couſin. was up. No, anſwered the duen- 
na, ſhe 1s {till a-bed, and vou cannot ſee her now; but 
return in the afternoon, and you ſhall. converſe with 
her as long as you chuſe. This anſwer of madam 
Chimena redoubled, as you may eaſily imagine, the 
joy of Don Lewis, who thought the remainder of the 
forenoon very tedious, He went back with Mende: 
za to his lodgings, who was very well pleaſed with ade ; 
ſerving in him all the marks of a real lover. 
Their whole diſcourſe: was about Aurora; = 1 

when they had dined, Don Felix ſaid to Pacheco, There 
is a ſudden thought come into my head. I am of 0+ 

pinion that I ſhould go to my aunt's ſome minutes be: 
fore you, and have a little chat with my couſin, that 
I may diſcover how her heart is diſpoſed towards you. 
Don Lewis approving of the ſcheme, let: bis friend go 
firſt, and did not ſet out till an hour after. My miſ- 
trefs made ſueh good uſe of her time, that ſhe was en- 
tirely dreſſed in her woman's- eloaths when her lover 
arrived. I thought, ſaid the cavalier, after having fa+ 
| luted Aurora and the duenna, I ſhould have met Don . 
uk Felix here. You will ſee him preſently, replied Donr | 
we na Chimena, he is writing in my cloſet. Pacheco ſeem- | 
ed ed ſatisfied: with this excuſe, and entered into con ver- 3 | 


nd MM fation with the ladies. "Pw nowithſtanding the b. 3 
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ſence of his beloved object, he found that the hours 
ſtole away, and no Mendoza appeared. He teſtified 


ſome ſurprize at this diſappointment: upon which Ay 


rora ſuddenly changing countenance, began to laugh 
and ſaid to Don Lewis, Is it poſſible that you ſhould 


never in the leaſt ſuſpect the trick that has been plays 
ed upon you? Do a falſe head of hair, and painted 


eye-brows, make me ſo different from myſelf, that o 


have hitherto: been deceived by them? Know then 
Pacheco, that you have been miſtaken, and that Don 
Felix de Mendoza and Aurora de Guzman are one 
and the ſame perſon. 

Not fatisfied with extricating him out of 1 error, 


me alſo confeſſed the paſſion ſhe: had for him, and in 


formed him of all the ſteps ſhe had taken to bring 
things to the condition. they were now in. Don Lew- 
is, no leſs charmed than 4urprized at what he heard, 
threw himſelf at my miſtreſs's feet, exclaiming in a 
tranſport of joy, Ah, amiable Aurora, may I indeed 
believe that I am the happy mortal whom you have ſo 
greatly favoured? What can I do to ſhew my as 


knowledgment? The moſt perfect love can never e. 


nough repay it. Theſe words were followed by num- 
berleſs other tender and paſſionate expreſſions; after 
which the lovers concerted the meaſures they ſhould 
take for the accompliſhment, of their mutual deſires; 


and it was reſolved that we ſhould immediately ſet out 


for Madrid, where we ſhould end our play by a wed 
ding. This deſign was no ſooner formed than execut- 


ed. A fortnight after Don Lewis married my mit 


treſs, and . nuptials were celebrated with 12 re> 
jicings and * 
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Gil Blas leaves Ali's: Sinks ind goes into that 7 
Don Gonzales de- Pachero. 


BOUT three weeks after this marriage, Re mit- 


had done her, preſented me with an hundred piſtoles, 
ſaying, My good friend Gil Blas, I am not for tur- 
ning you away; you may ſtay with me as long as ou 
chuſe; but Don Gonzales de Pacheco, an uncle of my 
huſband's, is deſirous of having you for a valet de cham- 
bre. I gave him ſo good a character of you, that he 
begged I would be ſo obliging as to part with you- te 
him. He is an old nobleman, continued ſhe, of an 


treſs, wanting to reward me for the ſervice I = 


admirable character, and: I dare ſay you: will Jive "oY By 


bappily with him. 


I returned Aurora my moſh humble thanks. for her: 
regard for me; and as ſhe had no longer any further 
occaſion for me, accepted the poſt to which I was re- 
commended; and I did it the more willingly becauſe 
I ſhould ſtill be in the family. One morning there- 
fore J went from my new - married miſtreſs to Signior 
Don Gonzales, whom I found in bed, though it was 
almoſt noon, When I entered. his chamber, he was 
taking ſome broth, which a page had juſt brought him 
in. The old gentleman's muſtachios were papered up, 
his eyes looked like an extinguiſhed candle, and his 
face was pale and meagre. He was one of thoſe 
old battered beaux, who, having been very looſe in 
their youth, are not a whit more ſedate in their old 
age. He received me very graciouſly, and told we, 
that if I would ſerve him with as much Zcal as: 2 


* - 
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manifeſted for his neice, he would make my life very 
eaſy. I promiſed to do ſo, and that moment he ens 
gaged me in his ſervice. 5 

Behold me now with a new maſter, but ſure 80 2 
one as was never ſeen before. When he got up, 
imagined I beheld the reſurrection of Lazarus. His 
body was ſo macerated, that when it was naked, an a- 
natomiſt might have taught offeology upon itz. He had 
ſuch ſpindle-ſhanks, that they looked but very thin, e- 


— 


ven after he had pulled on three or four pair of ſtock: · 
or - Beſides, this living mummy was troubled with | 


an aſthma, and coughed at every word he ſpoke.. Ha- 
ving drank chocolate, he called for paper, pen, and inks 
wrote a billet, which he ſealed, and ſent away by the 


page who had given him the broth; then turning to 
me, Friend, ſaid he, I intend for the future to ſend 
you on my errands, eſpecially thoſe to Donna Euphras | 


ſia, a young lady of whom L am paſſionately fond, and 
who is not leſs enamoured with me: . 

Heavens! ſaid Ito myſelf, how can young 1 
avoid fancying themſelves beloved, when this old do- 
tard believes himſelf adored! Gil Blas, continued he, 
you ſhall go with me to- day to ſee her.: I. ſup. at her 
houſe almoſt every night; you will be charmed with 
her prudence and reſerve. Far from being like thoſe 
filly coquettes who can reliſh nothing but youth, and are 
won wholly by appearances, ſhe has an underſtanding 
already mature and judicious;. ſhe values a. man for 
nothing but his ſenſe: and prefers a lover of delicacy 
and taſte, to one of the moſt ſhining exteriors, -. Don 
Gonzales did not here end his miſtreſs's eulogium; he 


repreſented her as the epitome of all perfeCtionsz, hut 


he had an auditor. that was not ſo eaſy of belief upon 
Wes ſubject. After the conduct of the actreſſes, which 
had ſeen, I could not think that any old a 


— 
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was ever 3 in his amours. I pretended, howe- 
ver, out of complaiſance to my maſter, to believe all 


that be bid. I did morez{ Lextolled Eupbraſia's good 


taſte; and was even Dau enough to affirm, that 
ſhe could. not have fixed her choice upon a more amia- 
ble gallant. The good old gentleman did not perceive 
that I made, game of him; on the contrary, he praiſed 
my good ſenſe: ſo. true it is, that flattery, though ne- 
ver ſo groſs, will be ſwallowed by the great. 
After my maſter had written his letter, he pulled ſome 


\hairs out of his. beard with a pair of pincers; then he 


cleared. his eyes of a thick gum that filled them, waſh - 
ed his ears and hands, and after having finiſhed. his ab- 
lutions, painted his muſtachios, eye - brows, and hair of 
a black colour. He continued longer at his toilet than 
an old widow who ſtudies to conceal the havock which 
age has made on her. He had hardly done dreſhng, 
when there entered another gentleman in years of his 


acquaintance, whoſe name was the Count d' Aſumar. 


This man freely ſhewed the greyneſs of his hair, ſup- 
ported. himſelf on a cane, and ſeemed to glory in his 
old age, inſtead of endeavouring to appear young. Sig- 
nior Pacheco, ſaid he at his entrance, I am come to- 
dine. You are extremely welcome, Count, replied my 
malls Mean while, having | embraced each other, 
they ſat down, and * to chat till dinner was rea- 


Their converſation at firſt turned upon a bull fealt, 
which had been celebrated a few days before; and as 


they mentioned the cavaliers who had diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves by the greateſt courage and addreſs, the 


old count, like another Neſtor, who took occaſion from 
every thing to praiſe the times paſt, ſaid ſighing, Alas! 


I ſee no men now-a-days comparable to. thoſe I have 


ſeen formerly; neither are e the tournaments performed 
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with half the magnificence they were, hen I was 
young | fellow. I laughed within myſelf at the good 
man's prejudice at a thing he was paſt. I remember, 
when:the defert was ſet upon the table, and he ſaw a- 
mong it ſome very fine peaches, he ſaid, In my me- 
mory, the peaches were much larger than they are at 
_ preſent; nature degenerates every day. At that rate, 
anſwered Don Gonzales ſmiling, the peaches of A. 
dam's time muſt have been immenſely large. 
Count d' Aſumar ftaid almoſt till night with my 
maſter, who no ſooner found himſelf diſengaged, than 
he went out, bidding me follow him. We went to 
Euphraſia's, who lodged about a hundred paces from 
our houſe, and we found her in a very handſome a- 
partment. She was gaily dreſſed, and had an ait of 
youthfulneſs which made me take her for a mere girh 
although ſhe was good thirty years old at leaſt. She 
might really be called handſome, and her underftan- WM h- 
ding ſoon raiſed my admiration. She was none of Wl th 
thoſe flirting coquettes, who talk nothing but nonſenſe, B 
which they accompany with a looſe forward air; the n 
was modeſt in her manners, as well as in her conver- 
fation, and talked with a great deal of wit, without {] 
ſeeming to value herſelf too much upon it. O hea- 
vens! ſaid I to myſelf, is it poſſible that a perſon of 
ſuch delicacy can be a kept miſtreſs? For my part, I i 
imagined that impudence was inſeparable from all wo- . 
men of her profeſſion, and was ſurprized at ſeeing one c 
c 
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ſo modeſt in appearance, without reflecting that theſe 
ladies know how to aſſume any ſhape, that js confor- 
mable to the humour and diſpoſition of the cully that | 
falls in their clutches. When their keepers love ſpi- 

rit and life, they are briſk and wanton; and with thoſe 
' who love reſerve, practiſe a prudent and virtuous be- 
Wl _. baviour. They are the true chameleons, who change 
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quality. A. player's life is not to my taſte. 
ted Arſenia of my own accord, without deigning to 
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colour according to be humour and genius of the men 


who viſit thera, 


My maſter was none of thoſe noblemen who are 


taken with high · ſpitĩited miſtreſſes: he could not en- 
dure ladies of that claſs; a woman to attract him muſt 
have the appearance of a veſtal. Euphraſia therefore 
modelled herſelf accordingly, and gave a proof that 


all the good actreſſes are not employed in the theatre. 


I left Don Gonzales with his nymph, and went down 


into a hall, where I found an old-chambermaid, whom _ 
I knew again, ſhe having been formerly a waiting - wo- 
She alſo remembered me, and 


man to an actreſs. 
ſaid, What, is this you, Gil Blas? you have left Ar- 
ſenia then, as I h-ve Conſtantia? Yes, truly, replied 
I, a long while fince. I have ſince ſerved a lady of 


have the leaft eclairciſſement with her. You was in 
the right, replied the chambermaid, who was called 


Beatrice; 1 left Conſtantia much after the ſame man- ” 


ner. Early one morning I gave her 1 in my accounts 


with a great deal of coldneſs and indifference, which 
ſhe received without ſaying one word, and ſo we par- 


ted very genteelly, : 
I am very glad, faid I, to find that we are e both now 
in more honourable families. Your miſtreſs ſeems 


to be a fort of woman of quality, and I believe her £ 


character is very good. You are not in the leaſt de- 


ccived, replied the-old waiting-woman. She is of a 
very good family, and her temper is, I can aſſure you 


vaitly equal and ſwget. She is not one of thoſe paſ- 
ſionate difficult miſtreſſes, who find fault with every 


thing, ſcold inceſſantly, torment their ſervants, and FIN 


whoſe ſervice is, in one word, # hell upon earth. I 


never once apes her grumble; but when J happen e C 


I quit- 
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do any thing not exactiy to her mind, ſhe reproves 
me without rage, and never gives any of thoſe epi. 
-thets of which your violent ladies are ſo liberal. My 
maſter too, replied I, is very ſweet-tempered; he is 
the beſt natured man in the world: and therefore von 
and I are much more happy than when we ſerved the 
actreſſes. A thouſand times more happy, anſwered 
Beatrice; then I led a life of noiſe and tumult, but 
now I live, as it were, in a perfect retreat, No man 
enters theſe doors but Signior Don Gonzales. |] 
ſhall ſee nobody but you in my ſolitude, for which 1 
am very glad. I have had an affection for you a long 
time, and have frequently envied Laura the happiness 
of having you for a lover. But now I hope to be as 
hay} y. as ſhe; for, though I have not her youth and 
beauty, yet, by way of amends, 1 hate egen and 
for fidelity I am a perfect turtle dove. | 
As honeſt Beatrice was one of thoſe females, wh 
are obliged to make a tender of their favours, becauſe 
nobody thinks it worth while to beg them, I was not 
in the leaſt tempted to profit by her advances. _ How 
ever, I was not willing ſhe ſhould perceive my con- 
tewpt of her, and was even polite enough to expreſs 
myſelf in ſuch a manner, as not to deprive her of all 
hopes of engaging me to love her. I imagined then, 
that I had made a conqueſt of this old waiting-wo- 
man, but happened to be deceived on this occaſion, 
She did not careſs me thus for my own ſake only; het 
' deſign was to inſpire me with love, in order to bring 
me into her miſtreſs's intereſts, for which ſhe was fo 
zealous, that ſhe did not care what it coſt her, ſo ſhe 
could but ſerve them. I found my error next mot- 
ning, when I carried a billet-doux from my maſter to eue 
- Euphraſia, who gave me a moſt gracious reception, and ll! 
*Hiid a thouſand obliging things to me, as did her maid im 
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and prudence. Agreeable to. their talking, Don Gon- 
zales poſſeſſed a treaſure in having ſuch a valet. In 
ſhort, they gave me ſuch extravagant commendations, 
that I ſuſpected their applauſe, and even diſcerned the 9 
motives of it; but I apparently received all they ſaid 

with the ſimplicity of a fool, and ph 
fectually deceived the ſharpers, who at length pulled 


. 
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One admired my face, the other my ſagacity 


by that means ef- 


off the maſk, 1 diſplayed chemſelves in their real 
colours. 
Gil Blas, ſaid Ednlrſs to me, rake my alive : 


and if you do not make your fortune, it will be your 


own fault. Let us act in concert, my friend. Your 
maſter 1s old,, and his conſtitution ſo crazy, that the 
leaſt fit of illneſs, with the aſſiſtance of a good phyſi» 
cian, will carry him off. Let us make the þeſt of 
the little time he has left, and work him up to leave 
the bulk of his eſtate to me. You ſhall have a good 
part of the booty, and you may depend upon my pro- 
miſe as much as if I had made it before all the notaries 
in Madrid. 
your humble ſervant; do but let me know what you 
would have me do, and you ſhall be ſatisfied. Well 
then, replied ſhe, watch your maſter narrowly, and in- 
form me of every thing he does. When you talk to 
him in private, be ſure to turn the converſation upon 
women, and from thence artfully take occaſion to ſpeak 
rell of me. Cry up Euphraſia to him as much as poſ- 
ſible; and J again recommend it to you to be very at- 
tentive to every thing which paſſes in the family ef 
the Pacheco's. If you find that any relation of Don 
Gonzales is extremely officious about him, and has an 
ye to his eſtate, let me know it immediately; that is 
ill Taſk, and I warrant I ſhall ſoon do his buſineſs for 


im. I know the. different characters of has. cola 55 a 


Vol. II. | D 


Madam, anſwered I, you may command 
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tions, and how to make them ridiculous to him; hay. 


ing already put all his n and couſins quite dut 


of favour. 

By theſe 8 and others which Eupbraſia 
added, I concluded that this lady was one of thoſe who 
trade in generous old Cavaliers. . She had not long 
ſince prevailed upon Don Gonzales to ſell an eſtate, 


the price of which ſhe had converted to her own uſe, 
She every day got ſomething valuable from him, and, 
beſides, had reaſon to hope that ſhe would not be for- 
gotten in his will. I pretended myſelf very willing 


to do any thing ſhe defired; and, diſſimulation apart, 
was in ſome doubt, as I went home, whether I ſhould 


contribute to impoſe upon my maſter, or try to unde 


ceive him about his miſtreſs. The laſt of theſe reſo- 
lutions ſeemed more honourable than the other, and! 
found myſelf more inclined to do my duty, than betray 
it. Beſides, Euphraſia had made me no poſitive pro- 
miſe, and that perhaps was the reaſon my fidelity was 
not corrupted. I reſolved therefore zealouſly to ſerve 
Don Gonzales, perſuading myſelf, that if I could bring 
him off from his idol, 1 ſhould be better rewarded fot 
this good action, than for all the bad ones it was in 
my power to commit. 

That T might the more eaſily accompliſh what! 
propoſed, I feigned myfelf entirely devoted to Donm 
Euphraſia's ſervice; I made her believe, that I was in: 
ceſſantly ſpeaking of her to my maſter; and according 
Iy told her many lies, which ſhe imagined to be down: 
right truth. I inſinuated myſelf ſo well into her good 

graces, that ſhe thought me wholly in her intereſt; 

and till the better to impoſe upon her, I pretended love 

to Beatrice, who, delighted to behold, at her time ol 

Fife, a youthful gallant at her back, never in. the la 
© n that I was Eg her. 
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When my maſter and I were each with his miſ- 

treſs, you might have ſeen two different pictures in 

the ſame taſte. Don Gonzales, pale and ſhriveled as 
I have repreſented him, when he attempted to ogle, 
looked juſt like a man that was giving up the ghoſt: 
and my dear angel, in proportion to the ſeeming in- 
creaſe of my paſſion, aſſumed ſtill more and more 
childiſh airs, and run over all the grimaces of an old 
coquettez and indeed ſhe had ſeen forty years at leaſt. 
paſs över. her head. | She had improved vaſtly in the 


WM ſcrvice of ſome of thoſe heroines of gallantry, who cart 
"WY pleaſe even in their old age, and who die, laden with 
0Y the ſpoils of two or three generations. I was not fa- 
—Þ tisficd with following my maſter, every night, to Eu- 
"WY phraſia's, I ſometimes went thither in the day time by 


myſelf; but at what hour ſoever I went in, I could 
never ſee any thing of a man there, or woman either, 
of a ſuſpicious appearance; nor could 1 diſcover the 
leaſt, trace of infidelity in her, which greatly ſurpriſed 
me; for I could not believe that ſo beautiful a woman 
could be ſtrictly conſtant to Don Gonzales. And in 
this, ſurely my judgment was not too weak; for the 
handſome Euphraſia, as you ſhall preſently be informed, 
that ſne might wait the more patiently for my maſ- 
ter's eſtate, had provided herſelf with a lover more a- 
greeable to a lady of her age. | 

Having carried a billet to her one morning as ws 
ſual, while I was in her chamber, I perceived the feet 
of a man concealed behind the tapeſtry. I went out 
again without ſeeming to have obſerved them; but 
though it was no more than I ought to have expected, 
and was no buſineſs of mine, I could not help reſent- 
ing it. Ah, perfidiqus wretch, ſaid I to myſelf, ah, 
" I vicked Euphraſia! Not contented with impoſing up- ” 
Ion a good old Mt” by * to love n 
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muſt you alſo entertain another, to-crown your perfi- 
dy? What a fool was I, now I think on it, to mora- 


lize in this manner! I ought rather to have laughed 


at the adventure, and looked upon it as a compenſa · 
tion for the loathſomeneſs there was in the embraces 
of my maſter: I ſhould, at leaſt, have done better in 
holding my tongue, in taking this opportunity to ſhew 
myſelf a truſty ſervant. But inſtead of moderating 
my zeal, I entered warmly- into Don Gonzales's in- 
tereſts, and gave him a faithful account of what I had 
ſeen. To this I added the temptations Euphraſia bad 
offered, in order to ſeduce me. I concealed nothing 
of what ſhe had ſaid on that e ee and it was en- 
tirely his own fault that he did not ſee perfectly into 

his miſtreſs's character. He was confounded at the 
information, and a ſmall tranſport of rage made me i- 
magine that her ladyſhip would not paſs unpuniſhed 
for her infidelity. Enough, Gil Blas, ſaid he, I am 
very. ſenſible of thy attachment, and am pleaſed with 
the zeal with which you ſerve me. I will go this mo- 
ment to Euphraſia, load her with reproaches, and break 
with her for ever. At theſe words he went out ac» 
cordingly, and diſpenſed with my attendance, that J 
micht avoid the ſcurvy figure I muſt infallibly have 
mace during their eclairciſſement. 

I was very impatient for my maſter's return, nat 
doubting, that as he had ſuch juſt reaſons to complain 
of his miſtreſs, he would come back entirely detached 
from her allurements. In this thought, I applauded 
myſelf.for what I had done; I repreſented to myſelf 
the ſatisfaCtion it would be to the lawful heirs of Don 
Gonzales, when they learned that their kinſman was 
no. longer the ſport of a paſſion ſo contrary to their in- 

_ © tereſis: I flattered myſelf how much they would be 


© ©. © Gbliged to me for this ſervice, and I fancied I ſhould 


4 
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be diſtinguiſhed far above all other valets, who are ge- 
nerally more apt to encourage their maſters in de- 
bauchery, than to reelaim them. I was very fond of 
honour, and imagined with great pleaſure, that I 
ſhould paſs for the Corypheus of ſervants. But this 
idea, agreeable as it was, vaniſhed in a few hours; 
when Don Gonzales arriving, ſaid, My good Gil Blas, 
have had a ſharp conflict with Euphraſa, who af- 
\ B firms, that what you have told me is all falſe. If I 
would believe her, you are no other than an 1mpoſtor, 
entirely devoted to my relations, out of regard to 
| 


whom thou ſpareſt nothing to make me at variance 

with her. I fa her ſhed unfeigned tears, and ſhe 
| ſwore by all that was ſacred, that ſhe never made you 
any propoſal: and that ſhe admits of ne man's viſits 
but my own. Her maid, who- ſeems to be a good 
| girl, proteſted the fame thing to me, ſo that, let me do 
i wy utmoſt, my anger was appeaſed. 
1 And do you then, Sir, faid I, in a dejected tone; 


- doubt my fincerity? Do you diſtruſt No, my good 9 

lad, ſaid he, interrupting me in his turn, I muſt needs | 
. do thee juſtice. I do not believe thee in a confede- . 18 
I racy with my relations. I am perſuaded that thou art = 

concerned for my intereſt only, and am therefore ve- Il 

ry much obliged to thee; but appearances are deceit- _ 1 

ful: perhaps what thou ſaweſt exiſted only in thy own | | 
n imagination; and in that caſe, conſider how diſplea- | [| | 
g ſing your accuſations. muſt be to Euphraſia.  Howe- 118 


ver it be, ſhe is a woman I cannot poſſibly help lov - 

lt ing. I muſt even make the ſacrifice to her which ſhe 

n demands, and that is to part with you. I am ſorry 
as W for it, Gil Blas, added he, and I aſſure you I did not 

n- | conſent to do it without a great deal of regret» but I 

be could not avoid it. You need not, however, be vey, 

1d udcaly at ity for I ſhall not ſend thee aum unrecom - . 
| | D 3 
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penſed. Beſides, I will place you with a lady of my 
acquaintance, where you will live very agreeably./ 
To ſee my zeal thus-turned againſt me, mortified 


me not a little. I curſed Euphraſia, and pitied Don 
The good old man was very | 


Gonzales' weakneſs. 
ſenſible, that, in turning me away only to pleaſe his 
miſtreſs, he performed no very manly action; and 
therefore. to make amends for his folly, and ſweeten 
the pill I was to. ſwallow, he made me a preſent of 


fifty ducats. Next day carrying me to the Marchio- 


neſs of Chaves, he told her, in my preſence, that I 
was a young fellow who poſſeſſed many good qualities; 


that he had a regard for meg but was obliged to part 
with me for family reaſons, and begged ſhe would 


take me into her ſervice. She received me that mo- 
ment into the number of her domeſtics; ſo that I all 
of a ſudden ſaw a new houſe over my . | 
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C H A P. VIII. 
The Character of the Marchioneſs of Chaves, and her u-. 
* Viſitants. 


HE Melrthionets of Chaves was a widow of e. 
ty-five, genteel, handſome, and well-ſhaped, 


She enjoyed a yearly income of ten thouſand ducats, 
I never ſaw a woman of more 


and had no children. 
gravity, or that talked leis, yet ſhe was reckoned one 
of the moſt witty ladies in Madrid. 
courſe of people of quality and men of letters, that 


locked thither every day, contributed, perhaps, more 


than any thing ſhe ſaid, to gain her that repute. But 


. this I will not undertake to decide: I ſhall only ſay, 
" that her very name imported the idea of a ſuperior 


The great con- 
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genius, and that her houſe was called, by way of ex- 
cellence, The Run of Indicatnee for Witty Produc- 
tions. | 
And. pe ee hs: was ſome performance. or other 
read here every day; ſometimes new plays, and ſome- 
times other pieces of poetry; but nothing except ſe- 
rious ſubjects were deemed worthy of attention, hu- 
morous pieces being deſpiſed ; the beſt comedy, or the 

moſt diverting romance, was thought but a very weak 
production, that deſerved no praiſe; whereas the leaſt 
ſerious work, fuch as an ode, an eclogue, a ſonnet, 
paſſed for the greateſt effort of human wit. But it 

oiten happened, that the. public did not confirm the - 
ſentence of the court; on the contrary, was ſometimes _ 

ſo unpolite as to hiſs the * W had been there 
highly extolled. | =" 

I was chamberlain in this 1 I mean it was my 
buſineſs to get every thing ready in my miſtreſs's a- 1 
partment for the reception of company, to ſet chairs 
for the men, and ſtools with cuſhions for the women: 
after which I ſtood at the chamber- door to inform my 9 
miſtreſs who enquired for her, and introduce the vi- _ 
ſitants. While I was employed in this office for the | 
firſt time, the governor of the pages, who was then by 
chance in the antichamber with me, gave me every 1 
body's character as they entered. He was called An- 1 
drew Molina, and was naturally phlegmatic and fati- = 
rical, having alſo a good ſhare of wit. The firſt that | | 
entered was a biſhop. When he was gone in, the 1 
governor obſerved, That prelate is a man of a very | 
odd character. Having a little credit at court, he 1 
would fain make every one imagine that he bas a vaſt _ 4 

| 


deal. He makes offers of ſervice to all the World, 

without ſerving any body. One day meeting a gen- 

tleman at court, who ſaluted him, he ſtopped, loaded 
D 4 
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him with compliments, as ſqueezing his hand, faid, 
Sir, I am entirely devoted to you; I beg you would 


put me to the proof. I ſhall not die contented, if 1 


have not ſome opportunity of obliging you. The 


gentleman having thanked him in a very grateful man- 


ner, they parted, and the prelate ſaid to one of his 


followers, I think I know that man; I have a confu- 
ſed idea of having ſeen him ſomewhere before. 
The ſon of a grandee appeared immediately after 


2x this biſhop; and when I had introduced him into my 


miſtreſs's chamber, That gentleman, faid Molina, is 
another original. He frequently goes to a houſe, in 

order to talk with the maſter of it about ſome important 
affair, and comes away without remembring to ſpeak a 
word about it. But, added the governor, ſeeing two 
ladies advance, there comes Donna Angela de Pen- 


naſiel and Donna Margarita de Montalvan, two ladies, 
between whom there is not the leaft reſemblance, 
Donna Margarita ſets up for a philoſopher. She will 


hold a diſpute with the moſt profound doors of Sa- 
lamanca, without ſuffering their arguments to get 
the better of her argumentation. As for Donna An- 
gela, ſhe does. not affect the virtuoſi, though ſhe is ves 
ry well educated. \ Her converſation is ſenſible, her 


_ ſentiments delicate, and her expreſſion natural and no- 


ble. This laſt character is an amiable one, ſaid I to 
Molina; but the other does not, in my opinion, agree 


in the leaſt with the nature of the fair ſex. It is true, 


ſaid he ſmiling; but there are ſome of ours, whoſe 
philoſophy fits full as ill upon them. Our miſtreſs, 


continued he, is alſo a little tainted with philoſophy, 
- What diſputations will there be here preſently! Heas 
ven grant that religion may not come yu MEY car- 


Set. 


„ Juſt as he had ended theſe words, we © fo a meagrs 
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man come in, with a very grave crabbed looks: My 


governor did not ſpare him. This, ſaid he, is one of 


thoſe ſerious wits, who would fain paſs for great ge- 


niuſes, by the favour of a few ſentences learned out of 
Seneca, and who are eaſily detected to be fools and pe- 


dants, if you examine them a little cloſely. * Aſter- 


wards came a very genteel cavalier, with a Greeian. 


mien, that is, one who appeared to be vaſtly delight - 
ed with himſelf. - Upon my aſking who it was, Mo- 
lina anſwered, He is a dramatic poet, who in his life: 
time has written an hundred thouſand verſes, which 
never made him a groat the richer; but to make a- 


mends for that, he has lately procured a conſiderable 


ſettlement, by half a dozen lines of proſmm. 
As I was about to inform myſelf of the nature of a 
fortune got ſo eaſily, we heard a great noiſe upon the 
ſtair-caſe. - Oh! cried the governor, here comes the 
Licentiate Campanario, who gives notice of his ap- 
proach before he appears, and beginning to talk at the 
ſtreet- door, he never gives over, till he has gone out 
again. Indeed we were almoſt ſtunned with the e- 
ternal lar um of the licentiate, who at length entered 
the antichamber, with a batchelor of his acquaintance, 
and did not leave off ſpeaking till the viſit was ended. 
Signior Campanario, faid I to Molina, ſeems to be a 
great genius. Ay, replied my governor, he has 
ſometimes very brilliant thoughts, quaint expreſſions, 
and a good deal of humour: but then, beſides his be- 


ing an everlaſting talker, he is often forced to make 


repetitions; and not to over rate his talents, I believe 
the agreeable and comic air with which he ſeaſons e- 
very thing he fays, conſtitutes his chief merit; for 
very few of his ſayings would do welhin a jeſt- -bo 
Several other people afterwards . cam in, bande 


Molina deſeribed to me in the ſame manager, and . 8 
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Tpeak with the Marchioneſs, I aſked him from whom. 
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mong the reſt did not forget the Marchioneſs. Our 
miſtreſs, ſays he, has a good ſhare of ſenſe, notwith- 


ſtanding her philoſophy. She is not at all difficult 
to pleaſe, and one undergoes very few-caprices in her 
ſervice. She is one of the moſt reaſonable women 
of quality that I know, and is even without paſſion; 
ſhe has as little taſte for gallantry as for play, and 
her whole delight is converſation. Few ladies would 
like to live as ſhe does. This elogium prepoſſeſſed 
me in favour of my miſtreſs. Yet a few days after- 
wards I could not help ſuſpecting that the was not 
ſuch an enemy to love: and the VEE of my ſuſpicion 


was this. 


# : 


One morning, while ſhe was at u toilet, there 


comes to me a little man about forty years old, of a 


diſagreeable figure, more greaſy than the author Pe- 
dro'de Moya, and extremely hump-backed into the 
When he informed me that he wanted to 


From myſelf, replied he ſternly. Tell her J am the 
gentleman of whom ſhe ſpoke yeſterday to Donna An- 
na de Velaſco. I defired him to walk in, and then 
went to tell my lady who was there; upon which, 
ſhe immediately exclaimed, Shew him in. She not 
only received him favourably, but likewiſe ordered all 
her women out of the room; ſo that my Lord Eſop, 
more happy than an honeſter man, remained alone 
with her. 'The maids and I could not help laughing 


at this adventure: he ſtaid with her near an hour, af- 
ter which ſhe diſmifſed him, loaded with civilities, 
which plainly ſhewed that ſhe was very much pleaſed 
with him, | 

H effect, his donverfation MINE ber fo much, 
fat at night ſhe ſaid to me in private, Gil Blas, when 
eile gentleman with the hump returns, bring him up 
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to my apartment as ſecretly as you can. I obeyed; 

and when the little cavalier came next morning, E 
conducted him to my lady's chamber by a back pair 
of ſtairs. I pioully performed the ſame office: two or 


three times, without imagining there. could be any- 


gallantry in the caſe. But the malignity ſo natural 


to mankind ſoon infpired me with ſtrange fancies, and 


I concluded that the Marchioneſs had either a very. 
whimſical inclination, or elſe that Mr. Gee 5 
the part of a go · between. 

In this imagination F frequently ſaid to myſelf, If | 
my lady is in love with a handſome fellow, I forgive 
her; but if ſhe can like ſuch a naſty baboon as this, - 
truly I cannot excuſe. the depravity of her taſte. How: _ 
greatly was I miſtaken in my conjecture! The little. 
man, it ſeems, dabbled in magic, and as his ſkill had 
been extolled to the Marchioneſs, wlio was eaſily bub- 
bled by ſuch. impoſtors, ſhe honoured him with theſe 
private tete-a-tetes. He ſhewed things in a glaſs, 
and for money revealed all the myſteries of the caba · 
la; or rather, to ſpeak more truly, he was a juggler, 
who maintained himſelf at the expence of credulous- 
people, and was ſaid to have a great number of fooliſh: 
wonien of quality under contribution. 
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CHAP. Ix 


. * 1 


three" years at the fencing-ſchool, diſarmed me in a 


What Accident obliged Gil bills quit- 150 Marchio 


neſs de bag and what Courſe he Te were * | 


bowed. 


IX months had now elapſed fince J entered the 
| ſervice of the Marchioneſs de Chaves, and I own 


I was very well ſatisfied with my condition; but fate, 


which muſt be obeyed, would not permit me to live 
longer in that lady's houſe, nor even at Madrid. "The 
adventure which oblige me to remove em both was 


*as follows. , 


One of my lady's mil; called Portia, war welt 
ly young and beautiful, but poſſeſſed ſuch an amiable 
character, that I was determined to make my addreſſes 
to her, without knowing that J muft diſpute her heart 
with a rival. The Marchioneſs's ſecretary, who was 
extremely proud, and very much addicted to jealouſy, 
being in love with my goddeſs, no fooner diſcovered 
my paſſion, than, without endeavouring to find out my 


reception with Portia, he reſolved to ight-me. With 


SI 


this intent, he appointed me to meet him one morning 


in a private place, He being a ſhort man, and hard- 


ly reaching up to my ſhoulder, I did not look upon - 


him as a very dangerous rival, but repaired with great 


confidence to tke place appointed, in hopes of gaining 


an eaſy victory, and making me more agreeable in 


Portia's eyes: but the event did not anſwer my expec- 
tations. The little ſecretary, who had been two or 


1 


#oment, as if I had been a mere infant, and holding 


— 
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the point of his ſword to my throat, Prepare yourſelf 
ſaid he, for the mortal blow, or elſe give me your 
word of honour, never more to think of Portia, and 
to leave the ſervice of the Marchioneſs de Chaves this- 
very day. E made him that promiſe, and kept it with- 
out regret. I was aſhamed to appear again before my 
fellow. ſervants: aſter my, defeat, eſpecially before the 
fair Helen who had been the cauſe of our duel. I 
went home to fetch my money and cloaths, which ba- 
ving done, I ſet out the ſame day for Toledo, my purſe 
being pretty well furniſhed, and my back laden with 
a bundle, containing my whole wearing apparel. 
Though I was not under an obligation to leave Ma- 
drid, yet. I thought it would be beſt to do ſo, at leaſt 
for ſome years; and formed the reſolution of making 
the tour of Spain, and ſtaying a little while at every 
town. The money Ichave, ſaid I to myſelf, will car- 
ry me a great way; for I do not intend to be extra- 
vagant, and: when it is gone, I will betake myſelf 
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1 to ſervice again. A youth of my. accompliſhments ', | 
: need not fear getting plenty of places, whenever ho 
5 chuſes to go in queſt of them. | 

I was particularly deſirous of ſeeing Toledo, ES ea 
1 I arrived in three days. I took a lodging in a very 
good inn, where I paſſed for a gentleman of conſe- 


| quence, by means of the fine cloaths I wore, and the 
foppiſh airs I affected. I might, if Epleaſed, have eſ- 


7 abliſhed a correſpondence with ſeveral handſome wo- 
7 men who lived in the neighbourhood: but knowing 
5 that ſuch affairs were very expenſive, I bridled my de- 
I fres, and feeling fill a ftrong inclination for travel - 
1 ling, aſter I had ſeen. every thing in Toledo that was 
9 curious, L left it one: morning at day-break, ander 
8 the road to Cuenca, with a deſign to go to Artago 


On the fecond day of my journey, I went into an inn 
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on the road; and while I was refreſhing myſelf, there 


came in a company of alguazils, who calling for wine, 


fell a drinking. While they were over it, I heard 


them deſcribe a young man whom they had orders to 
arreſt. The gentleman, ſaid one of them, is not a. 
bove twenty-three years of age; he has long black hair, 


a Roman noſe, a good ſhape, and is mounted oe a 


bay horſe. 
IT heard them, 1 n to give attention to 
what they ſaid, and, indeed, I did not much concern 
myſelf about the matter. I left them in the inn, and 


fet forward on my journey, and I was hardly got half 
a. mile farther, when I met a genteel young gentle- 


man, mounted on a cheſnut-coloured horſe. I wilt 


forfeit my head, ſays EF to myſelf, if this is not the. 


man the alguazils are in ſearch of: he has long black 


hair, and a Roman noſe. I muſt do him a good of- 


fice. Sir, fays I, give me leave to alk you, if you have 


not ſome affair of honour upon your hands. The 


young gentleman, without making any reply, looked 
earneſtly at me, and ſeemed ſurprized at my queſtion: 
Upon which I afſured him, that it was not out of eu- 
rioſity that I had addreſſed him in this manner; and 
he was very well convinced of it, when 1 told him 
what 1 had heard in the inn. Generous ſtranger, 


ſaid he, I cannot help owning to you, that I have cauſe 


to believe it is me whom thoſe alguazils want to ap- 
prehend, and therefore will immediately take ſome o- 
ther road, in order to avoid them. It is my opinion, 


replied I, that we ſeek out ſome place where you may 


be ſecure, and which may ſhelter us both from the 
ſtorm of rain which I ſee in the air, and which will 
burſtGery ſoon. At that inſtant we reached a row of 


ick-ſpreading trees, which led us to the foot_of a 
75 7 in, where we found an hermitage. | 


wu 
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It was a large deep grotto that time bad ſcoped im 
the mountain, to which human art had added a kind 


of front made of pebbles and ſhell- work, and covered 


all over with turf. The ground all about it was em- 


broidered with a thouſand ſorts of flowers, which per- 
fumed the air, and near the grotto there was a little 


opening in the rock, from whence iſſued, with an a 


greeable noiſe, a ſpring of water, that run meandring a- 
long the meadow. At the entrance of this ſolitary 
lodging ſtood a venerable hermit, who ſeemed depreſ- 
ſed with extreme old age. With a ſtaff in one hand 


he ſupported himſelf, and in the other he held a roſa- 


ry of large beads, compoſed at leaſt of twenty ſtrings. 
His head was buried in a brown woollen cap with Jong 
ears to it, and his beard, which was whiter. than Tnow, 


came down to his middle. When we approached 


him, Father, ſaid I, permit us to beg a ſhelter of you 
from the impending ſtorm. Come in, my children, 
replied the Anchorite, after having obſerved me at- 
tentively, this hermitage is at your ſervice, and you 
may ſtay in it as long as you chuſe. As for your 


horſe, added he, he may be very well aceommodated 


in that place, pointing to the fore - part of his habita- 


tion. The cavalier who was with me put his horſe | 


where it was directed, and Wen we followed the old 


man into the grotto. = 


Hardly were we got in when” Mea fell a- great 


ſhower of rain, mingled with flaſhes of lightnmg and 
dreadful claps of thunder. The hermit fell upon his 
knees before an image of St. Pacomo, which was faſt- 


ned to the wall, and we followed his example. Mean 
while the thunder ceaſed, and we got up; but the 


rain continuing, and night faſt approaching, t th her- 
mit ſaid to us, My children, I would not adviſe = 


to proceed on your journey in ſuch: — unleſs 


ou re 
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your affairs are very preſſing. We * chk we 


had none that hindered us from balting, and that if 


we did not incommode him, we would beg leave to paſs 


the night in his hermitage. You will not in, the leaſt. 


incommode me, ſaid the old man, but will have reaſon to 
complain of your lodging; for you mult lie hard, and I 


have no better than an Anchorite's repaſt to offer you. 
Thus ſaying, the holy man made us ſit down at a 
little table, and preſenting us with a few. onions, a 


morſel of bread, and a jug of water, My ſons, faid he, 
you ſee my ordinary repaſt; but for. your ſakes I will 


indulge myſelf a little to-day. He then brought a ſmall 
cheeſe, and two handfuls of nuts, which he ſpread up- 
on the table. The young gentleman, who had no 


great appetite, did not praiſe this food much by his, 


eating; upon which the . hermit obſerved to him, I 


perceive that you have been uſed to better tables than 
mine, or rather that ſenſuality has corrupted your na- 


tural taſte. IMave lived in the world, as you do now. 


/ 


| 
i 
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The moſt delicate viands, the moſt exquiſite ragouts 
were hardly good enough for me: but. ſince I lived in 


ſolitude, I have reſtored my taſte to its original purity. 
J at preſent can reliſn nothing but roots, fruits, and 


ef in a word, that which our firſt parents lived upon. 

During the hermit's ſpeech, the young gentleman 
funk into a profound reverie. The old man percei - 
ved it, and ſaid, My ſon, you have ſomething lies hea» 
vy upon your mind; TOS L: not know what it is? Un» 
boſom yourſelf to me. It is not curioſity, but charts. 
ty alone that animates my requeſt, My age enables 
me to Ek advice; and perhaps your fituation requires 
it. Yes, father, 1 the cavalier, ſighing, I bave, 
douby&ſs, occaſion for advice; and fince you are ſo 
&fnd as to offer me yours, I will take it. I believe 1 


run no riſk in diſcovering. myſelf to a man of your cha- 
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raſter. You may do it, my ſon, ſaid the old man withs 
out any apprehenſion. I never reveal ſecrets that are 


intruſted to me. . * eee _ me wu 
f 50 6 Wea [x7 1 rücken i Te e town - 
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The Hi Hory 5 Dan Alphonſo and the amiable. Serephine | 


"ATHER, I ſhall 28 nothing TT vou, nor 
from this gentleman; for after the generoſity he N 
has W me, I ſhould be to blame to diſtruſt bim. 
I will relate to you all my misfortunes. Madrid was 
the place of my nativity, and my origin is this: An of- 
ficer of the German guards, called the Baron de Stein- 
bach, going home one evening, perceived at the foot 
of the ſtair-caſe a bundle of white linen. He took i it 
up, and carried it to his wife's. apartment, where he 
found it to be a new- born infant, wrapped up in ye- 
| ry neat ſwaddling- cloaths, with a note, which decla- 
| red that it belonged to perſons. of quality, who would 
; one day make themſelves known; adding, that it had 
been baptized, and was named Alphonſo. _ I am that 
unbappy child, and that is all I can inform you of. my 
birth and parentage. I know not but that my mother 
may have expoſed me to conceal her unlawful amours; 
or elſe, ſeduced by a perjured lover, found herſelf un- 
der the cruel neceſſity of diſowning her infant ſon. | 
However it be, the Baron and his lady were touch» 
ed with my ſituation, and having no children, reſolved: - 
to bring me up under the name of Don Alphgnta. 
As I advanced in years, their kindneſs for me incteag,. 
ſed. My flattering and Fomplatiant behaviour made \ 
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them be every moment careſſing me: in a word, I 
ſo happy as to gain their love. They gave me all kinds 
of maſters; my education became their only ſtudy; 
and far from being impatient to have my parents di- 
cover themſelves, they ſeemed, on the contrary, to 
wiſh that my birth would always remain a ſecret. A 
ſoon as the Baron ſaw me of an age fit to bear arms, 
he entered me in the ſervice, procured for me an en- 
ſign's commiſſion, gave me a ſuitable equipage, and, 
to animate me the more to ſearch out opportunities of 
acquiring glory, he repreſented to me, that the career 
of honour was free to all the world, and that in war 
1 might obtain a name the more glorious, as 1 ſhould 
owe it to nothing but my own merit. At the ſame 
time he revealed the ſecret of my birth, which till then 
he had kept concealed from me. As I paſſed for his 
fon in Madrid, and did really take myſelf to be ſuch, 
J own this piece of information gave me a great deal of 
uneaſineſs. I am even yet aſhamed when I think of 
it. The more my ſentiments aſſure me that I am of 
a noble deſcent, the greater my confuſion is to ſes 
, myſelf abandoned by thoſe who gave me birth. — 
Il went to ſerve in Flanders, but a peace was con- 
cluded ſoon after, and Spain being rid of her enemies, 
though not of thoſe who envied her proſperity, I re- 
turned to Madrid, where the Baron and his lady gave 
me freſh marks of tenderneſs. About two months 
after my return, a little page came into my chamber 
one morning, and delivered. me a letter, conceived 
pretty nearly in theſe words: © I am neither ugly nor 
ill-ſhaped, and yet you often behold me at my win- 
dow, without taking any notice of me. 'This behavi- · 
ohr but ill ſuits your gallant appearance; and I am fo 

exed at it, that I wiſh I could inſpire you 8 love, 
to be revenged on your * 115 


970. ww Tr Wb 


When I had peruſed this billet, I did not doubt but 
it came from a widow called Leonora, who lived op- 
poſite to our: houſe, and who had the reputation of be- 
ing very coquettiſn. I interrogated: the little page, 
who was on the reſerve at firſt, but for a ducat which 
I clapped into his hand, he ſatisfied my curiofity. 
He even undertook to carry my anſwer, in which I 
informed his miſtreſs, that I acknowledged my crimes 
and that I found ſhe was , more than half re · 
venged. 

J was not at all inſenfible of this ſort of es 
I kept the houſe all that day, and was very careful to 
ſtand at my window, that I might obſerve the lady, 

e who did not fail to be at hers. I made love to her in 
n dumb ſhew, the anſwered my geftures, and the very 
is W next day ſent me word by her page, that if I would 
n, be in the ſtreet between eleven and twelve o'clock, I 
ot might talk with her at a parlour-window. Though 1 
of was not much ſmitten with ſuch a forward widow, I 
of did not fail to return a very paſhonate anſwer, and 
ee WW waited for” night with as much impatience as if I had 
been really in love. In the evening I went out to 
n- walk in the Prado till the hour of appointment; and 
'S was no ſooner arrived at that place, than a many 
e. © mounted upon a fine horſe, alighted hard by me, and 
ve I accoſting me very roughly, ſaid, Are not you the ſon 
hs of Baron Steinbach? I am, anſwered I. You are 
der the perſon then, ſaid he, who intend to converſe 
with Leonora to-night. at her window. Her page 
107 bas ſhewn me her letters, and your anſwers, and 
in. have followed you from your houſe hither, to let you 
vi- know that you have a rival who ſcorns to diſpute a a 
\ ſo heart with ſuch a one as you. I need fay no more; 
ey we are here private enough. Let us draw therefore, 


unleſs to avoid your puniſhment you promiſe to bre 


uy. 


I 
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off all correſpondence with Leonora. Sacrifice? to'my ter, 1 
demands the hopes you have conceived,.or forfeit your | door 
life this moment. You ought to have requeſted: this © and 
lacrifice, ſaid I, and not have demanded it; I might, W the e 
perhaps, have granted it to you hes 3 buy: to your F to th 
threats I refuſe it.. out 
Well then, he replied, having tied 515 horfe to a very 
tree, the ' ſword muſt decide it. It does not become © was « 

- a perſon of my quality to ſtoop. ſo low as to intreat a I ſurar 
man of your ſtation. Moſt people of rank, were they dle. 
in my place, would be revenged of you in a. leſs ho- D 
nourable way. I was ſhocked with theſe laſt words, © the 
and ſeeing that he had already drawn his ſword, 1 by tt 
drew mine alſo. We attacked each other ſo furiouſly, that: 
that the combat was ſoon at an end. Whether he be · ed it 
haved with too much heat, or I had more ſkill, L know © ing 
not, but I preſently gave him a mortal wound, upon diſta 
which I ſaw him ſtagger and fall. After this, think- I horſe 
ing of nothing but how to eſcape, I mounted his horſe, door 
and took the road to Toledo. I durſt not return to MW fſuad: 
the Baron's houſe, being: well aſſured that my adven- ſolve 
ture would afflict him greatly; and when I confidered gone 
the danger I was in, I thought I. could not. get from loon, 
Madrid too ſoon. | | and } 
With theſe, and other. 3 . I ache cent, 

the remaining part of the night, and all the morning: not 
but about noon, I was obliged to ſtop to give my.horſe The 
ſome reſt, and to avoid the heat, which.grew inſupport- © woll 
able. I ſtaid therefore in a village till. ſun · ſet, after I pain 
which I continued my. journey, reſolving to make but I ſerve 
one ſtage to Toledo. I had got two leagues beyond buſts 
Illeſcas, when, about midnight, a ſtorm. like this to-day all re 
ſurptized me in the middle of a field; upon which I lar n 
I drew near the walls of a garden which. I ſpied at tenti 
. ſome diſtance, and not finding a more convenient ſhel- I ving 


ter, fined: AY my 15565 as cloſe ag ever T could to the 
door of a ſummer-houſe, ſituated at the end- of. a Wall, 
and over which was a balcony. As I leaned againſt 
the door, I found that it was open, which I aſcribed _ 
to the negligence -of ſervants. I alighted, and leſs. 
out-of curioſity, than to be out of the rain, which was 
very troubleſome, notwithſtanding the balcony that 
was over my head, I entered the ground floor of the 
ſummer-houſe with ** horſe, . 1 led by- the > N 
dle. 
During the ſtorm, 1 ene myſelf" in n 
the place, and though I could diſtinguiſh nothing but 
by the help of the lightning, yet it was eaſy to pereeive 
that the houſe belonged to no mean perſon. I expect- 
ed ſtill that the rain would ceaſe, that I might he mo- 
ving forward; but a great light that I obſerved at a 


diſtance made me change my reſolution. I left my 


horſe in the ſummer-houſe, and to ſecure him ſhut the 
door; after which I advanced towards the light, per- 
ſuaded that ſome of the family were ſtill up, and re- 
ſolved to beg a lodging there for that night. Having 
gone through ſeveral alleys of trees, I arrived at a ſa- 
loon, the door of which I found alſo open; I went in, 
and having obſerved that this houſe was very magnifi- 
cent, by means of a cryſtal branch lighted up, I did 
not doubt but it belonged to ſome rich nobleman. 
The pavement was of ' marble, the wainſcot admirably 
well wrought and artfully gilt, and the ceiling was 
painted by the moſt ſkilful maſters. But what I ob- 
ſerved moſt particularly was a prodigious number of 
buſts of Spaniſh heroes ſupported on pedeſtals of jaſper, - 
all round the ſaloon. I had full time to take particu 
lar notice of all theſe things; for, though I liſtened at- 


tentively, I neither heard the leaſt noiſe, nor ſaw a li- 
| ving Creature appear. | 
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On one ſide of the ſaloon thete was a door upon 
| the jar, which I puſhed open, and perceived a range 
of rooms, and no light in any of them but the hſt, 
What ſhall I do? ſaid I to myſelf; ſhall I go back to 
my horſe, or boldly advance to that room? I concly. 
ded that the moſt judicious ſtep would be to go back. 
But I could not reſiſt my curioſity, or rather the force 
of deſtiny, that hurried me along in ſpite of my rea- 
ſon. I advanced from one room to another, until 1 
arrived at that in which there was a candle burning on 
a marble table in a ſilver candleſtick gilt. The farni- 
tute was all vaſtly noble and elegant; but my eyes 
were ſoon drawn off from that, when caſting my eyes 
upon a bed, the curtains of which were half drawn on 
account of the heat, I ſaw a young lady, who, notwith- | 
ſtanding the dreadful noiſe of the thunder, lay in 2 
profound ſleep. I ſtept ſoftly towards her, and by the 
light which was in the room, diſcovered a complexion 
and features that quite dazzled me. The ſight of fo 
much beauty diſordered my ſpirits. I felt my foul 
ſmitten and tranſported; but whatever conſtraint I put 
upon myſelf, the opinion I had of her high rank hin- 
dered me from forming a raſh thought, and reſpe& 
prevailed over inclination. While I was indulging 
myſelf with the pleaſure of contemplating her beauty, 
ſhe awoke. 

You may ealily imagine what was her ſurprize, 
when ſhe beheld a ſtrange man in her chamber at mid- 
night. She fhrieked aloud when ſhe ſaw me. I en- 
deavoured to remove her fear, and kneeling before 
her, ſaid, Madam be not afraid; I am not come hither 
to do you the leaſt injury. I was going on, but her 
conſternation, was ſuch, that ſhe did not hear me. She 
calſed her women, and nobody anſwering her, ſhe put 
on a thin gown which lay * her bed, jumps 


* 


| : SIE UL @a4a8': ' ut 
5 „ 5 WE ' 
out, and runs through all the rooms that I had crofſed, 


ill calling her maids and a younger ſiſter who was 


under her care. | I every moment expected. to ſee all 


ker ſervants appear, and had reaſon to-apprehend, that 
without being beard I ſhould meet with very diſagree · 


able treatment; but by good fortune nobody came at 
all her calling, but an aged domeſtic, who could not 
have given her much aſſiſtance if there had been any 
danger. Nevertheleſs, growing more reſolute by his 
preſence, ſhe aſked me ſternly who I was, and how I 


durſt break into her houſe. I then began to juſtify 


myſelf, and had no ſooner told her that I found the 
ſummer-houſe door open, than ſhe cried out, oy hea- 
ven! what a misfortune do I ſuſpect! | 

Thus ſaying, ſhe took the candle off the ble, and 
ſearching every room in the houſe, could ſee neither 
her maids nor her ſiſter, but obſerved that they had 
carried off all their baggage. Then her ſuſpicions ap- 


pearing but too certain, ſhe came to me very much en- 


raged, and ſaid, Perfidious wretch, add not diſſimula- 
tion to treachery. It was not by chance you got into 


the houſe. You belong to Don Fernando de Leyva, 


and are an aſſociate in his crimes; but do not hope to 
eſcape, I have ſtill people enough left to ſecure thee. 
Madam, anſwered I, do not confound me with your 
enemies. I do not fo much as know Don Fernando 
de Leyva, and am even ignorant of your name and 
quality, I am an unhappy wretch driven from Ma- 
drid by an affair of honour; and I ſwear by all that is 


ſacred, that I would not have entered your houſe, had 


I not been caught in the rain. Judge, therefore, 


more favourably of me, and inſtead of believing me an 


accomplice in offending you, think me rather diſpo- 


led to revenge your cauſe. Theſe laſt-words, and the 
tone with which they were uttesed, appeaſed the la- ; 
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_ dy, who ſeemed no longer to W me as ane 


this 

nemy: but if her indignation vaniſhed, it was only-to. away 

make way for her grief; I was moved by her tears, has « 

and was no leſs afflicted than herſelf, although I was been 

ignorant of the cauſe of her ſorrow. I was not con- meaſ 

tented with only joining with her in her grief; impa- give 

patient to revenge her wrongs, I was ſeized with a tran» ¶ of T. 

ſport of fury. Madam, cried I, what injury have you {ſhe 

received? Speak, I eſpouſe your cauſe. Shall I pur. for t! 

ſue Don Fernando, and pierce him to the heart? 7} 

Name me all thoſe you would have ſacrificed to your hie 

reſentment. Command my ſervice. Whateyer dan - for e 

gers, whatever misfortunes lie in the way, that ſtran- how 

ger whom you thought confederate with your enemies Deli, 

will gladly run through them all for your fake. fary 

The lady was ſurprized at this tranſport, and ſtop- ace 

ped the courſe of her tears. Ah, Sir, cried ſhe, par- ſelf 

. don my ſuſpicion, on account of the cruel ſituation in © not « 

i which I am. Theſe generous offers have undeceived I till it 

8 Seraphina; and even freed me from the ſhame of hays jurin 

Wl ing a ſtranger witneſs to the affront put upon my fa- ed, a 

bl mily. Yes, Sir, I acknowledge my fault, and am far I ve 

Af from rejecting your aſſiſtance. But the death of Don ¶ ſo fu. 
Fl Fernando is not what I aſk. Well, madam, replied 

wil es nes ; ; perce 

| I, what other ſervices can I do you? Sir, anſwered was t 

bil Seraphina, the reaſon of my complaint 1s this: Don iu fog 

0 Fernando ge Leyva is in love with my fiſter Julia, my m 

j whom he accidentally ſaw at Toledo, where we gene» in ſor 

| 4 rally live. About three months ago, he aſked her in haps 1 

| | 3 marriage of the Count de Polan my father, who refu- that if 

N ll ' ſed his conſent, on account of an old enmity ſubſiſting ¶ this a 

| i between our families. |My fiſter is not yet fifteenz whole 

| | and. has certainly been ſo weak as to follow my Wo- He 

i men's advice, whom Don Fernando has doubtleſs bri- ſory, 

ij bed; and he, informed of our being by ourſelves in father 

: i Voz 
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this country · houſe, has taken the opportunity to Pg 
away with Julia. I want therefore to know whither he 
has carried her, that my father and brother, who have 
been at Madrid theſe two months, may take their 
meaſures accordingly. For heaven's ſake, added ſhe, 
give yourſelf the trouble to ſearch. the neighbourhood 
of Toledo, and to make an exact enquiry about the ri. 
viſher, My family will be eternally WT h 
ſor this piece of ſer vice. 2 Hwa" 

The lady did not 8 that thai „ 
which ſhe preſcribed for me was by no means proper 
for one who could not get out of Caſtile too ſoon; but 
how ſhould ſhe think of that, when I myſelf forgot it? 
Delighted with the happineſs of finding myſelf neceſ- 
ſary to the moſt amiable woman in the world, I: 'glacly | 
accepted the commiſſion, and promiſed to acquit n v. 
ielf with equal diligence and zeak::In effect 1 N 
not defer the execution of my promiſe even ſo long as 
till it was day. I that moment left Seraphina, con- 
juring her to pardon me for the ſright I had occaſion- 
ed, and aſſured her ſhe ſhould quickly hear from me. 
] went out as I had ccme jn; but with my thoughts 
ſo full of the lady, that it was not difficult for me to 
perceive I was already captivated by her beauty. 1 
was the more confirmed in this, by the eagerneſs I felt 
in ſerving her, and the amorous chimeras I formed in 
my mind. I fancied that Seraphina, though plunged 
in ſorrow, had obferved my growing paſſion, and per- 
taps with ſome little pleafure: and I even imagined 
that if T could bring her any tidings of her ſiſter, and 
this affair -ſhould come to a Happy e e the 
whole would redound to my honour.  - 

Here Don Alphonſo interrupted the thread of his 
ory, and faid to our venerable hoſt, I beg pardon, 


lather, if, too full of my pathon, | I enlarge upon cir- 
* II. E 


e 


| * 


nad been more ſucceſsful than I; that ſhe knew what 
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cumſtances, which undoubtedly ſeem tedious to you, 1 
No, my ſen, replied the Anchorite, they are far from a 
being ſo: I am rather glad I know how far you are MW „ 
taken with this young lady, becauſe I may know how : 
to regulate my advice accordingly. . 4 

MV head being full of theſe flattering ideas, nf b 
med the young gentleman, I was too days in ſearch of 0 
Julia's raviſher; but notwithſtanding all my diligence, 1 
I could not diſcover the leaſt traces of him. Greatly 


ko vi e 
mortified at having reaped. no fruit from my reſear- 2; 
ches, I returned to Seraphina, whom I feared-I ſhould 5 
ſind in the utmoſt anxiety: but ſhe was much more t 


tranquil than I could hope, and informed me that ſhe b 


was become of her ſiſter, having received a letter from fe 
Don Fernando himſelf; wherein he told her, that be- 1 
ing privately married to Julia, he had placed her in a * 
convent at Toledo. I have ſent this letter to my fa- ge 
ther, added Seraphina. I hope the affair will termi- 


nate in an amicable manner, and that a ſolenin mar: 
Triage will ſoon put an end to the hatred: which has fo 
long divided our families. 
After the lady had told me this, ſhe W an apo- 
logy for the trouble ſhe had given me, and the danger 
to which ſhe had expoſed me, by engaging me to pur- 
ſue a raviſher, without remembring 1 had told her that 
I was obliged to fly, on account of an affair of honour. 
She excuſed herſelf for this fault in the moſt obliging 
terms; and as I had need of reſt, carried me into a 
parlour, where we fat down together. She had on a 
night-gown of white taffety with black ſtripes, with a 
little hat of the ſame ſilk adorned with black feathers, 
which made me gueſs that ſhe was a widow ; though ſho 
ſhe appeared ſo young, that I hardly knew how to yet 
think her ſo. If I longed for an explanation on thy wa. 


— 


* 


K GIL AL. Al. 99 


head, mne was no leſs curidhorotenow who IL was; ac - | 
cordingly, ſhe begged that I would tell her my 


name, not doubting, as ſhe ſaid, that by my noble 
mien, and eſpecially the generous pity I had ſhewn 


for her intereſts, 'I belonged to ſome conſidera- 


ble family, I was not a little embarraſſed -at this 
queſtion: I bluſhed, and was confounded; but think- 


ing it leſs: ſhame to lie than to tell the truth, I anſwer- 


ed, I was the ſon of the Baron de Steinbach, an officer 


in the German guards. And what is the reaſon, re- 
plied the lady, that you quitted Madrid? J may ven- 


ture to promiſe you what intereſt either my father or 


brother Don Gaſpard have at court: that is the leaſt 


mark of gratitude I can ſhew to a gentleman, Who to 


ſerve me has neglected the care of his on life. I did 
not ſcruple in the leaſt to recount to her all the eit · 
cumſtances of my duel. She blamed very much the 


gentleman whom I had ſlain, and p,, me the in- 


terceſſion of her whole family. 
Having ſatisfied her curioſity, I begged her to gra. 


tify mine, and aſked her if -her'faith were engaged or 


free. Three years ago, replied ſhe, my father obli- 


ged me to marry Don Diego de Lara, and I have been 
a widow fifteen months. + What misfortune, madam, 


ſaid I, deprived you ſo ſoon of your huſband? I will 


tell you, Sir, refumed ſhe, in return for the confidence 


you have repoſed in me. | | 
Don Diego de Lara was a very n cavalier; 
but though he had a violent paſſion for me, and, in 


order to pleaſe me, daily put in practice all that the 


moſt tender and paſſionate lover could think of to 
make himſelf agreeable to the woman he loves; in 
ſhort, though he poſſeſſed a thouſand good qualities, 


yet he could not touch my heart. Love is not al- 


ways * * of aſſiduities or well known merit: but 
K 2 
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alas! added ſhe, an utter ſtranger often enchants us 
at firſt fight. Well, it was not in my power to love 


bim: I was more confounded than charmed with the 


marks of his paſſion; and if I ſometimes in ſeeret ac- 
cuſed myſelf of ingratitude, I likewiſe found my own 


ſituation very unhappy. Unluckily for him, as well as 


me, his delicacy exceeded his love. He diſcovered 
in my actions and diſcourſe my moſt private thoughts, 
and dived to the very 
every moment complaining of my indifference, and 
deemed himſelf the more unhappy in not being able 


to win my heart, becauſe he very well knew that there 


was no rival in the way: for I was hardly yet ſixteen, 


and, before he made his addreſſes to me, he had gain - 
ed over all my women, who afſured him that nobody 


elſe had been beforehand with him in my affection. 
Yes, Seraphina, he would frequently ſay to me, I with 
you had been prepoſſeſſed in favour of another, and 
that were the only cauſe of your coldneſs to me. My 
aſſiduities and your own virtue would triumph over 
ſuch a paſſion; but I deſpair- of making a conqueſt of 


your heart, ſince it remains untouched by all the love 


I have ſhewn, Being weary of hearing the ſame 
things ſo often repeated, I told him, that, inſtead of 


troubling his repoſe and mine by too much delicacy, 


he would do well to leave his grievances. to time. 
And indeed, at my age, I was not very capable of 
caſting the refinements of ſuch a delicate paſſion; fo 
that Don Diegs ought to have taken my advice. But 


at a whole year's end, finding himſelf juſt where he 


was at firſt, he loſt all patience, or rather his reaſon; 
and pretending to have an affair of conſequence at 
_ court, he went to Flanders a volunteer, where he ſoon 
found in battle that which he went to . e 
the end of his life and miſeries. c | 
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bottom of my ſoul. He was 
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The lady having favoured me with this relation, 
our diſcoutſe turned upon the ſingular character of her 
huſband. We were interrupted by the arrival of a 
courier, who delivered to Seraphina a letter from the 
Count de Polan. She aſked my permiſſion to read. 
it, and as ſhe peruſed it ſne trembled and grew pale. 
After having finiſhed it, ſhe lifted up her eyes to 
heaven, fetched a deep Ggh, and her face was in a 
moment covered with teats. I could not ſee her 
grief without uneaſineſs; and I was greatly diſtur- 
bed, and as if T had preſaged the misfortune that was 
approaching, felt myſelf chilled with a mortal dread. 
Madam, ſaid 1 with a great deal of emotion, may 1 
aſk what new calamity that note acquaints you with? 
There, Sir, replied Seraphina in a melancholy man 
ner, giving me the letter, do you yourſelf read what 
my father writes. "Alas! you are but too * con- | 
cerned -in it. 1 | 
Her words confounded me, dia I Wok the letter 
| enn in n were _e rer words: 


— — 


1 ESTEHDAT your idler Don Gaſpard 
* fought a duel in the Prado, in which he re- 
© ceived a mortal wound, and died this day. He de- 
ce clared in his laſt moments, that the gentleman wo 
© killed him is ſon to the Baron de Steinbach, an of- 
ce ficer in the German guards. What adds to the 
© misfortune is, that the murderer has eſcaped me by 
“e flight: but let him hide himſelf where he will, 1 
* ſhall ſpare no pains to find him out; Iam going to 
© write to ſome governors, who will not fail to apprehend 
es him, if he paſſes through any town in their Juriſdio- 
« tion; and by letters directed to other people, I 1 
to block dr all the Wenn he can poſſibly take. 

The Count de PoLan.” 
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Tou may eaſily judge into what diforder.this billet 
threw me. I for ſome moments remained without 
either ſenſe or motion; and even in the midſt of this 
depreſſion, perceiving what a fatal obſtruction the dzath 
of Don Gaſpard would be to my love, was ſeized with 
the moſt violent deſpair. I threw myſelf at Seraphi- 
na's feet, and preſenting her my naked ſword, Ma- 
dam, faid I, fave your father the trouble of. purſuing a 
man, who may elſe; eſcape his ſtricteſt. ſearch, - Re- 
venge your brother, by ſacrificing, his murderer with 
your own hand. Strike, madam, and: let this very 
word, which me him of life, become fatal to his 
unfortunate adverſary. Sir, anſwered Seraphina, 'af- 
fected with my behaviour, I loved Don Gaſpard; there- 
fore, although you have killed him honourably, and 
he brought his misfortune upon himſelf, yet you muſt 
needs believe I join with my father in his reſentment, 
Yes, Don Alphonſo, I am your enemy, and will act 
againſt you every thing that the friendſhip I owed my 
brother requires of me: but I will not take advantage 
of your ill fortune, notwithſtanding it delivers you in- 
to my hands. The fame honour that arms me againſt 
you, forbids my revenging myſelf baſely. The rights 
of hoſpitality ought to be inviolable, and therefore I 
will not repay the ſervice you have done me, with the 
conduct of an aſſaſſin. Fly, and if poſſible eſcape our 
purſuit and the rigour of the laws, and ſave youk 88 
from its impending danger. 

What, madam, replied I, when wy can n revenge 
yourſelf, do you leave it to the laws, which perhaps 
will deceive your reſentment? Ah, rather pierce the 
heart of a wretch that does not deſerve. your pity. No, 
madam, do not obſerve ſo generous a proceeding to- 
_ wards me. You know not who I am; all Madrid be- 


* lieves me to be the ſon 2 the Baron de een and 
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he has brought up out of ' compaſſion:..I do; not even 
know who are the authors of my being. No matter; 
interrupted Seraphina with precipitation, as if theſe laſt 
words had given her new pain, were you the very out - 
caſt of mankind, I would do what honour preſcribes. 
Well then, madam, ſaid I, ſince not even the death of 
2 brother can provoke. you to ſhed my blood; I will ſtir 
up your hatred by a new crime, the audacity of which 
I hope you will never excuſe; Lam greatly in love with 
you. TI could not behold your charms without being 


dazzled with them; and notwithſtanding the obſcurity 
of my birth, had entertained the hope of making nun 


mine for ever. I was ſo far in love, or rather vain, 


1 am no other than an unſortunate foundling, whom 


as to flatter myſelf that heaven, which perhaps favours 
me by concealing my origin from me, would one day 


diſcloſe it to me, when I ſhould, without being aſha- 
med, be able to tell my name. Do you therefore tilt 
heſitate to e ue 2 alter L have made ſo bold a con- 
feſſion? $4 HH 
At any nib time, 0 chit lady, 1 onde un- 
doubtedly have been offended at this raſh declaration; 
but I pardon it at preſent; in eonſideration of * Ar- 
order you are in. Let me therefore once more intih at 
you, Don Alphonſo, added ſhe, letting drop ſome 
tears, to leave this place. Fly from a houſe; you have 
filled with ſorrow; for every moment you remain hene 


increaſes my affſiction. I no longer reſiſt, Madam, 


2 


replied I riſing, I muſt baniſh myfelf from you. But 


do not imagine I ſhall be ſo careful of a life which you 
abhor, as to go and ſeek an aſylum where I can be fe- 


cure. No, Lam entirely devoted to your reſentment. 


I will go to Toledo, wait with impatience for the fate 1 


you decree, and by delivering myſelf up to your pur- 


fuits, advance willingly. to the period of all yy woes. 
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out for me,-and I immediately repaired to Toledo, 
where I ſtaid eight days; and truly was at ſo little pains 
to conceal myſelf, that I am amazed I was not ſeiz- 
ed; for 1 cannot believe that the Count de Polan, 
whoſe chicf care was to ſhut up all the paſſages apainſt 
me, ſhould have no manner of ſuſpicion of my being 
at Toledo: In ſhort, J left that city yeſterday, where 
I ſeemed to be tired of liberty, and without minding 
where I went, am come to this hermitage, like a man 
who has nothing to be afraid of. Having thus, father, 
made you acquainted with the cauſe of my ſorrow, 1 
Intreat that you pale L me the —_— We 183 
can. ol g 
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Who the 8 Hebmit 3 to . * Gi 
Blas  difcovered that be Was among 422 n 


ON. Alphonſo Jun finiſhed the melancholy 
-recital of his misfortunes, the aged hermit thus 


in ſtaying ſo long at Toledo. Every thing you have 
related appears to me in a quite different light than it 
does in your eyes, and your love for Seraphina is mere 
madneſs. You muſt do your utmoſt to forget that la- 
dy, who in all probability will never be yours. Yield 
cherefore, with a good grace, to the obſtacles-which 
part you from her, and ſubmit to your ſtars, which ſeem 
to promiſe you abundance of adventures. Tou will, 
undoubtedly, find ſome other young lady, who will 
make the ſame impreſſion upon you, and whoſe * 
ther you have not Alle. , 


Thus faying, I withdrew. My horfe was broupke 


Hoke to him: You have been very imprudent, my ſon, 


27 SPOOL ere boy! 
He was going to proceed in his exhortations to Don 


Alphonſo, when we ſaw another hermit, laden with a 


wallet well ſtuffed, enter the hermitage. He was juſt 


arrived from making a gathering in the city of Cuen- 
ca, where he had been very ſucceſsful. He appeared 


to be younger than his companion, and wore à red bu- 


ſhy beard. Welcome, brother Anthony, faid the re- 
verend hermit to him; what news from town? Bad e- 


nough, anſwered the brother with the red hair, giving 


him a letter; that billet will inform you. The ancho- 


rite, having opened and read it with all the attention 
it deſerved,” cried, God be praiſed! Since the plot is- 
diſcovered, we muſt regulate our conduct accordingly. 


Let us now talk in another ſtyle, continued he. Tou 
fee a man, Signior Don Alphonſo, who is, like your - 
ſelf, the foot- ball of fortune. I am informed from. 
Cuenca, which is a town about a league diſtant from 


this place, that ſomebody has given the magiſtrates a 


notorious character off me, and that their agents are to 
fet out to-morrow: for this hermitage, to lay hold of 
my perſon: but they ſhall not find the hare in the gin. 
I have before now been in the ſame perplexity; but; 
thank God I have almoſt Roar extricated myſelf like 
2 man of wit and contrivance. I will now ſhew my- 


ſelf in another ſhape, for, let me look how I will, 1 | 


am neither a hermit nor an old man. 


After he had thus ſpoken, he pulled off along * 3 


which he wore, and underneath. it appeared a doublet 


of black ferge with flaſhed ſleeves. He then pulled off 


his cap, untied a packthread which held on his- falſe 
beard, and, all of a ſudden, aſſumed the figure of a 
man about twenty-eight or thirty years of age. Bro- 
ther Anthony, after his example, threw off his hermit's 


habit, pulled off his beard in the ſame manner as his, 
companion had done, and took out of an old wooden 


* 35 
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mies. 
know every inch of ground in Spain. 
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box a ſhabby ſhort eaſſoek, with which he eleathed him. 


ſelf. But imagine how much I was ſurprized, when, 
in the perſon of the old hermit, I recollected Signior 
Don Raphael; and, in brother Anthony, my moſt 
dear and truſty valet Ambreſe de Lamela! Bleſs mel 
cried I, I find I am among old acquaintance... Indeed 


you are, Signior Gil Blas, ſaid Raphael ſmiling! you 


have here met with a couple of your friends when: you 
leaſt expected it. I confeſs you have ſome xeaſon to 
complain of us; but- forget what is paſt, and thank 
heaven for our meeting again. Ambroſe and -myfelf 
are entirely at your devotion; and I, can tell you, our 
ſervices are not ſo. contemptible. You muſt not think 


us the worſt of mankind; we neither aſſault nor com- 
mit murder; and if theft be a crime, neceſſity excu- 


ſes the injuſtice. Aſſociate yourſelf with us, and lead 
a rambling life. I can tell you it is very pleaſant, when 
conducted with prudence. Nevertheleſs, in ſpight of 
all our ſagacity, the chain of ſecond cauſes does now 
and then bring upon us a few unlucky adventures: 
but, no matter; we enjoy the good with the better re- 
liſh on that very account. We are accuſtomed to 
change of weather, and the viciſſitudes of fortune. 

Signior cavalier, added. the falſe hermit, addreſſing 
himſelf to Don Alphonſo, we make you the ſame of- 
fer, which, conſidering your preſent ſituation, I think 


you ought not to refuſe; for not to mention the affair 


that obliges you to conceal yourſelf, I dare ſay you are 
not maſter of a great deal of ready caſn. No really, 
replied Don Alphonſo, and that, I own, encreaſes. my 
chagrin. Well then, 'replied Don Raphael, join with 
us: you cannot do better. You ſhall want nothing; 
and we will engage to baffle all the ſear ch of your ene- 
We are ſo accuſtomed to - rambling, that we 
We are ac» 
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quainted with all the woods, mountains, 1 other 
places propet for an aſylum againſt the dd juſ- 
tice, Don Alphonſo thanked them for their good 


will, and being actually without money or reſourge, 
reſolved to accompany them. I came to the ſame, de- 
termination, becauſe I did not care to leave the young 


gentleman, for whom L felt in myſelf a great affection. 
All. of us agreeing ta go together, and not to, part, 


we began to deliberate whether we ſhould, ſet ont im- 
mediately, or firſt have a ſtroke: or two at a bottle full of 
excellent wine, which brother Anthony had biought 
the day before from Cuenga: but Raphael, as à man 


of the greateſt experience among us, repreſented that 


we ſhould in the firſt place think of our ſafety; that 


we had better travel all night, i in order, to get to a very 


thick wood between Villardeſa and Almodabar,, and - 

there we might halt and ſpend the day in reſt and 
quietneſs. This opinion was followed, and the falſe 
hermits made two bundles of what things and provi- 


fions they had there, and put them like panniers upon 
Don Alphonſo' s horſe. This was done very expedi- 


tiouſly, and we began to be jogging away from the her- 
mitage, leaving as a prey to juſtice the two ber- 
mit- gowns, with the white and red beardg, two little 
beds, a table, a rotten cheſt, 1 old. mane chairs, 


and the image of St. Pacomo. .- FF 
We travelled. all night, and began, to And 1 
very much fatigued, when at break of day we ſaw the 


wood to which we were bound. We penetgated into 


the thickeſt part of! it, and ſtopped. at a very agreeable 


place, upon a green ſpot of graſs, ſurrounded with 


ſeveral towering oaks, whoſe | interwoven branches for- 
med an. umbrageous arch, which the. ſuns in its. great 
eſt heat, could not penetrate. Here we unbridle the, 
horſe to let him feed, after we bad. k on ; 
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5 # 


2 en we — n 
— — —— 


— 2 


I 
* 
| q 
| b : 
1 
h : 
ö p 
Y 
7 7 
, i 
2 
p q 
A A; 
| 
bi * 
WW | 
3 | UY 
1 4 
N 4 
0 1 
N i 
i = 
N 
.*'1 
* | 
_*8 3 W 
'$ o 
' $8 
4 f 4 
Ii 
: , 
1+ 
AS 
4 1 = 
1 a1 $6 
1 
'Þ „ 
1 $8 
: 
4A 
$5 
Fl 
5 
1 
9 
* BY 
1:2 Þ 
! 
is 
. 
" 
1 77 
1 
11 BY 
4 43 
3 - 
1 
vary 4 
1 | 
. 
1 
41 
1 
1'F 
! vy 
27S BY 


1990 
AH 
19 


* Fon” _—_ 


; * — —ů — 
* K — 
4 — 2 as 


— 1 —y[ꝛ— . — nes —— — 3 — — 
7 9 FRY * . ? 


* 


108 THE ADVENTURES, ETC. 


We ſat down together, and took out of brother An- 
 thony” s wallet ſome large pieces of bread, with ſeveral 
bits of roaſted meat, and to it we fell, as if for a wa- 
ger. Nevettheleſs, in ſpite of our appetites, we left off 
eating to embrace the bottle, which never ſtood dan, 
but paſſed"inceffintly round from one to another. 
Having finifhed our repaſt, Don Raphael ſaid to 
Don Alphonſo, Signior Cavalier, after the confidence 
you! have repoſed in me, it is but juſt that I recount to 
you the hiſtory of my life with the fame freedom. It 
will give me great pleaſure, ſaid the young g leman. 
And me in particular, cried I; for I am very impa- 
- tient to know your adventures, which are, 1 dare ſay, 
ſome what extraordinary. So they are, I can promiſe 
vou, replied Raphael; and I intend to commit them 
to writing one day. That ſhall be the amuſement of 
my old age; for I am yet but young, and would ſwell 
the volume a little bigger: but at preſent we are fa- 
tigued, let us refreſh ourſelves with a few hours 
of ſleep. While we three reſt, Ambroſe will be up- 
on the watch, for fear of ſome ſurprize, and then he 
may ſleep in his turn. Though I believe we are very 
ſafe in this place, yet it is good to be upon our guard. 
Thus ſaying, he ſtretched himſelf out upon the graſs, 


Don Alphonſo did the ſame, and Lamela ſtood centinel. 


Don Alphonſo, inſtead of taking his repoſe, fell to 
ruminating upon his misfortunes; and I could not 
cloſe an eye. As for Don Raphael, he ſoon fell a- 
lleep; but awaking an hour after, and feeing us-difpo- 
ſed to give attention to him, he ſaid to Lamelay/Friend 
Ambroſe, thou mayeſt now take a comfortable" nap. 
No, no, replied Lamela, I have no inclinition to fleep; 
and though Ialready know every action of your whole 

life, yet they are fo inſtructive for people of our pro- 
feſſion; that T cannot hear them too often. Don Ra- 
phael immediately thus related his adventures. 
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famed for her active qualifications, 'but much 


more for her paſſive. As for my father, I cannot, 
without preſumption, aſſume any one in particular. A 


perſon of quality was in love with Lucinda, for ſo my 


mother was called, when I was born; but that epochà 


would by no means be a convincing proof that he was 
the author of my birth. A woman of my mother's pro- 


feſſion is ſo little to be truſted, that even while ſhe ſeems: . 


to have all imaginable fondneſs for one nobleman, the 


almoſt always ſubſtitutes i in bis. Place ſome er Nr. 


ſon for his 3 n 
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There is nothing like ſetting one's ſelf above ſcan- 
dal. Lucinda, inſtead of bringing me up at home in 
- obſcurity, took me by the hand without ceremony; and 
led me to the theatre, without giving herſelf the leaſt 
trouble about people's talk. In ſhort, I was her dar- 
ling, and careffed by all the men that came to her 

h6uſe, ſo much, that it ſeemed a as if n you 
with them in my behalf. 

I was allowed to ſpend the firſt twelve years of my 
life in all kinds of idleneſs. She ſcarce taught me 
to read and write; much leſs informed me of the 
principles of religion. 1 learned only to dance, ſing, 


and play on the guitar. This was the ſum of my 


qualifications, , when the Marquis de Leganez would 
needs have me to be a companion to his only ſon, a 
youth much about my age. N Lucinda readily complied 
with his requeſt, and then it was I began to have ſe- 
rious thoughts. 'The young gentleman was no greater 
a proficient than myſelf: he did not ſeem qualified by 
nature for a philoſopher. - He could hardly fay his 
Chriſt-croſs row, though he had had a preceptor fifteen 
months. His other maſters ſuceeeded no better: he 
quite tired them out. They were not permitted to uſe 
any ſeverities with him: they had orders to- inftru& 
him, but not. torment him; and this prohibition, join 
ed to little maſter's natures) indiſpoſition to n 
rendered all their endeavours vain. 

But the preceptor inyented a pretty expedient to ter- 
rify the young lord without contradicting his father's 
orders. He took a reſolution to whip me, forſooth, 


whenever young Leganez deſerved puniſhment; nor 


did he fail to do as he reſolved. I did not at all re- 
liſh this expedient of his: therefore I ran away, and 
De to my mother of ſuch unjuſt treatment. 
W hatever natural tenderneſs ſhe had for me, ſhe Was 


— 
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0. ſo diſereet, a0 net de be overcome by my tears: and ui 
in {| conſidering chat it was a great advantage. for her ſon to- 
* live with the Marquis: of Leganea, preſentiy ſent ne 
aſt back ein And now you ſee, me once again, in the "OY 
ar. preceptor's clutches !- The good! man finding. his inyen · 0 
ver tion had produced a good effect, continued to fag we 
led inſtead of my lord, and, in order to make the deeper Þ 
| impreſſion upon. his lordſhip, he laid it upon my, wor- 
my ſhip thick and threefold. I was ſure tg pay every day 
me for young Leganez ; and; I can ſafely, ſay my vqung. 
he maſter did not learn ene. letter of the alphabet but hat 
fs coſt me a hundred laſhes at the. leaſt; judge ou how 


ny much his grammar coſt me. on ard 
ld Whipping. was not the only e thing 1 
2 was to endure in this family: as I was known to every 


ed body, the meaneſt of the ſervants, the very ſcullions, 
les reproached me with my birth. This. ſo vexed me, me, 
ter that one day I can away with what ready money I met 
by with belonging to the preceptor, which might amount 
his to a hundred and fifty ducats: and thus I revenged | 5 
en myſelf for the undeſerved ſtripes he had given mm. 
he This trick, though it was the firſt Lever tried my hand 
iſe at, I managed with a: great deal of ſubtilty ; and had 
12 the cunning to elude the ſtrict. ſearch, that was made 
in- for me two days running. I quitted Madrid, and | 
TA went to Toledo, without being ſtopped by any body. 

I was then near fifteen years of age. O what plea- 


fo ſure it is to be, at that age, independent, lord of one's 

11 ſelf, accountable to none, like the firſt man in paradiſe 

h alone! I ſoon-contrated.acquaintance with ſome young 

or fellows, who poliſhed me up, and ſoon helped me off 

. with my dueats. I afterwards aſſociated myſelf with 

nd knights of the, poſt, who ſo. well cultivated. my happy 
at. diſpoſition, that in a little time I was at the head f, 


as that noble orders At the end of five years I was ſeia - 
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ed with 2 defire to travel: I'itook leave af xopithins 
rades, and being deſirous to begin my travels through 
Eſtremadura, I ſet my face towards Aleantara; but ere 
I got thither, an opportunity offered of exerciſing my 
talents, and I did not let it eſcape. Being a- foot, and 
loaded too with a very heavy knapfack, I ſtopt every 
now aand then to reſt me under the trees, which invi- 
ted me with their ſhady ——_ at uns e . 
en the highway. - 
1 found two young lads Wee very pleaſantly 
1 in one of theſe reſting places, and taking the 
freſh alt upon the green graſs. I courteouſſy falutec 
them, and entered into diſcourſe with them, which 
they did not ſeem at all diſpleaſed with. The oldeft 
of the two was not fifteen. They were very frank with 
me: Signior Cavalier, faid the youngeſt to mes we art 
ſons of two wealthy citizens in Placentia, and being 
1 | very defirous to ſee the kingdom of Portugal, to ſatis 
i Þ fy our curioſity, have made bold each of us to take a 
Wh | hundred piſtoles from our fathers. Though we go a-foot, 
4 cis money will carry us a great way, as we: ſhall ma- 
Lil nage it. What is your opinion of this matter? If II 
F i Had as much, ſaid I, I ſhould know no end of my tra» Th 
li vels. I would vifit every quarter of the world: /' The my 
_ duce! two hundred piſtoles! Why, it is an immenſe | 
ſum of money, and you will never be able to ſpend it. Ip 
If it be agreeable to you, gentlemen, adds I, Iwill do I alſc 
myſelf the honour to accompany you as far as the i- gar 
ty of Almeria, where I am going to take poſſeſſion of © I © 
1 the eſtate of an uncle who went and aden 7 a> he 
þ l. bout twenty * R 01 412608 ſen 
ll! The young cits told me they would be very lads of Sig 
| my company. Therefore when we bad reſted our- © wit 
Wy  » felves a little, we directed our march to Om tor 
| whither 1 we arrived a good while before 3 my 
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vent to a very good inn. We aſked for a . and 


they ſnewed us one wherein was a cloſet which had a 
lock and key to it. We ordered ſupper; and while 


it was getting ready, I propoſed to my comrades to go 
take a little walk in the town. They readily agreed. 


We locked up our knapfacks in the'cloſet, the key of 
which one of the cits put in his pocket, and out we 
went. We looked into ſeveral of the churches, and 


while. we were in the greateſt, I pretended ſuddenly - 
to have forgot an affair of conſequence, and ſaid, Gen- 


tlemen, J have this moment recolleQed that a friend 
of mine of Toledo charged me to deliver a certain meſ- 
ſage to a tradeſman that lives near this church, 1 beg 
you would wait for me here. I will be back in a mo- 
ment. With this I left them. I ran to the inn, 
flew to the cloſet, forced open the lock, and ſearch- 
ing in the knapſacks of my young ſparks, found all 


their piſtoles. Poor ſouls! 1 did not leave them one 


to pay for their lodging. After this, 1 quitted the 
town as faſt as poſſible, and took the road to Merida, 
without troubling myſelf any farther about them. 


This adventure enabled me to travel very un Is 
Though young, I found myſelf capable of conducting 
I may fay, that for my age I was 


myſelf prudently. 
as apt as any body. Having reſolved to buy a mule, 
1 put my reſolution in practice at the next village. 1 
alſo turned my knapfack into a gn r. and be- 


gan to take a little more upon me. The third daß 


I overtook a man who was ſinging veſpers as loud as 
he could roar," on the highway: I gueſſed him pre- 
ſently to be a chantor, and thereupon ſaid to him: 
Signior Bachelor, you ſing well, I find your heart goes 
with your buſineſs. Signior, replied he, Tam a chan- 
tor at your ſervice, and amuſe 
my voice, for fear of lofing it. 


myſelf with exerciſily © 7255 
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In this manner we entered into eonverfation- 11 F 
| Toon perceived that I was got into company Wich a 81 
very witty fellow, and a boon companion I warrant con! 
him. He was about four or five and twenty. He ſom 
being a- foot, I rid but ſlowly, that I might have the I £22 
pleaſure of talking with him. Among other things, he-1 
the diſcourſe turned upon Toledo. I know that eity 8 
perfectly well, faid the chantor; I have lived there a hap 
conſiderable time, and I have ſome good hearty frierxds Pre 
there too. In what part of Toledo did you live? in- bad 
terrupted I. In the New-ſtreet, anſwered he. I lod | te. 
ged with Don Vincent de Buena Garra, Don Matthias of 
de Cordel, and two or three other honeſt cavaliers, © 2 
We ſlept,” we eat together, and paſſed away the time It i 
very agreeably. Theſe words ſurpriſed me, for it muſt i in 
be obſerved, that theſe gentlemen were the very MW ©" 
| _harpers I had kept company with at Toledo. Sig- he 
-nior Chantor, cried I, theſe: very gentlemen are all of ! 
my acquaintance; and I myſelf have lived with them in 
in the Ney - ſtreet. I underſtand you, replied be, bur 
ſmiling; I ſuppoſe then that you are entered in the 
company ſince I left it, that is three years ago. Les, rad 
replied I, I have juſt left thoſe cavaliers, becauſe I have be 
a mighty itch for travelling. I T intend--to make the thr 
tour of all Spain, knowing. that I ſhall be a greater of 
maſter of my buſineſs. when I have more cxpertenct. wh 
Certainly, ſaid he, the beſt way. to perfect one's ſelf, PT) 
is to travel. That is the reaſon too, why I left wow ma 
do, though I ſpent my time there very agreeably. 1 * 
thank Heaven, continued he, for throwing in my way ſuc 
a knight of my own order, when I leaſt expected it. 8e 
Let us join our forces, and travel together: let us 2: 
make irt uptions into the purſes of our neighbours, and the 
us bold of all occaſions. that offer, to exerciſe our |} che 


s * * * * . k 


precipitation, in the. dreſs he now wore. /- 
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He aw this propoſal ſo heartily, and with ſo good 
a grace, that I immediately accepted it. He won m 
confidence entirely, by giving me his, and we unbo- 
ſomed ourſelves to one another. I gave him an ac- 


count of my adventures, and he frankly told me his: 


he informed me that he was juſt come from Portale · 
gro, from whence a piece of knavery, which unluckily 
happened to be diſcovered, obliged him to remove with 
After he 
had given me a full relation of his affairs, we reſolved 
to go try our fortune at Merida, there give ſome proof 
of our ſkill, aad then remove elſewhere 
moment our goods became common -betw 
It is true, Moralez (ſo my companion was 1 
in no very flowing circumſtances. His whole fortu 
conſiſted of five or ſix ducats, and a few things whaet 
be carried in a wallet;, but if I was richer than him- 


ſelf in ready money, he was more conſummate than I : 


in the art of ſharpiog.. | We mounted my 2 by 
turns, and arrived in this manner at Meridaa. 


We ſtopt at an inn in the ſuburbs, where mak com- 


rade took out of his wallet a ſuit of cloaths; which 
he had no fooner put on, than we. went to take a turn 


through the town, and to look out for an opportunity 


of going to work. We took notice of every thing 
we ſaw. 


make a prey of. In ſhort, we begged Fortune to give 


us ſome opportunity of employing our induſtry; when 


ſuddenly we ſpied: in the ſtreet an old gray-headed 


gentleman, who was fighting ſword in hand with three 
This unequal combat 


men that puſhed hard at him. 
ſhocked: us, and as I naturally loved fighting, I flew to 


the as of the LAS. Nonlex n my 0 
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From that | 


Homer would have compared us to two: kites - 
prying about in the. fields. for birds which they a might 
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example, we attacked the cavalier's three Wen ſon. « 
and ſoon obliged them to run for it. that 
The old man gratefully thanked us. We are ver bim 
glad, faid I, that we were here ſo luckily. as to heb I the t 
you: but pray let us know at leaft whom we bare Moy: 
been ſo fortunate as to ſerve, and pray tell us w if yo 
[thoſe three men would have murdered you? Gentle. I 
men, replied he, I am too much obliged to you tore hit 
Fuſe to ſatisfy your curioſity. My name is Jerome de IL affe 
Moyadas, and I live on my fortune in this city. One ven, 
of thoſe aſſaſſins is enamoured with my daughter? He theti 


aſked her of me a few days ago, and becauſe I refuſed I that 
him my conſent, he thus attacked me in order to be as to 
revenged. May one be ſo bold as to inquire, replied I ſurp: 
I, what was the reaſon of your refuſing your conſent I by h. 

to this cavalier? I will tell you, ſaid he. I bad a'bro- I dina 


ther a merchant in this city, whoſe name was Auſtin. I are) 
About two months ago being at Calatrava, be lodged I ſwer 
jn the houſe of Juan Velez de la Menbrilla, his cor- I his 1 
reſpondent. They were intimate friends; and my Flor 
brother, to ſtrengthen their friendſhip more than ever, I give 
promiſed Florentina, my only daughter, in marriage to I in y 
his correſpondent's fon, not doubting but that he had I brot 
credit enough with me to perform his promiſe. And I the 

indeed my brother being returned to Merida, had no cerr 
ſooner named this match to me, than for his ſake 1 H hap! 
agreed to it. He ſent Plorentina's picture to Calatra- ¶ the 

va; but alas! he had not the pleaſure of finiſhing the I on | 
work he had begun; he died about three weeks ago. I ſoor 
Upon his death- bed he conjured me not to diſpoſe of I buſ 
my daughter to any one but the ſon of his correſpondent. I he 
I promiſed him I would not; and this is the reaſon I the 

why I would not give Floretitina to the cayalier-who N crie 
- juſt now aſſaulted me, although he is a very advanta :- the 
geous match. My word is * bond. 1 * the con 
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ien, fon. of I uan Veles de Menbrilla here every moment, 
I that he may bave my daughter, though I never ſaw 
en bim more than his father, I hope you will excuſe _ 
help MN che tediouſneſs of this relation, continued Jerome de, 
nate If Moyadas, with which I ſhould not hare troubled you, 
hy if you had not deſired it. 
tle. I paid great attention to what he ſaid, 5 having 
mee ¶ hit upon a deſign which L was mightily tickled with, 
de I affected a great ſurprize, lifted up my eyes to heas 
One ven, and then turning to the old man, I ſaid in a pa- 
ne thetic tone: Ab! Signior de Moyadas, is it poſſible 
uſed that at my firſt arrival at Merida, I ſhould be ſo happy 
> be © as to fave my father-in-lay's life? Theſe words ſtrangely | 
tied I ſurpriſed the old man, and:;Moralez no leſs, who ſhewed 
ſent © by his countenance, that he thought me a very extraor- 
bro- I dinary fellow. What do Ihbear? replied the ſenior, hom! 
ſtin. © ace you the ſon of my brother'scorreſpondent? Yes, an- 
ed © ſwered I very impudently, andthrowing my arms about 
cor- ¶ bis neck, I am the happy mortal for whom the amiable 
"wy Florentina is deſtined. - But before I ſhew the joy it 
ver, gives me to be allied to your family, allow me to ſhed 
e I in your boſom the tears. which the memory of your 
had brother Auſtin brings afreſh to my eyes. .I ſhould be 
And the moſt ungrateful of men, if I were not deeply con- 
| no if cerned for the death of a man to whom I owe all the 
ke'l F happineſs of my life. 80 ſaying, I again embraced 
atra- ¶ the good man, and covered my eyes with my hand, 
the on pretence of wiping away, my tears. Moralez, who 
ago. ſoon conceived the adyantage we might make of 49 
ſe of © buſineſs, did not fail to ſecond me. He made as i 
t. he were my valet, and began to grieve with me for 
the death of Signior . Ahl Signior Jerome, 
cried he, what a loſs have you ſuffered in your bro: 
ther's death! the honeſteſt man! the very phoenix of + "i 
commerce, a ® ate merchant, a an honeſt mer- 


— * 9＋6ÿVw . RIC 


— — — 


peas on 


ms THE ADVENTURES 


chant, a merchant that has lefe few behind bim that 
can come up with him. * 9B 
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beautiful. 


The man we had to deal with was s Calpe” and ces 
dulous; ſo far from ſuſpecting any cheat, he puta 


| helping hand to the plot. Why, faid he, did not you 


come directly to my houſe? 1 wonder you would po 


lodge in an inn, What need was there of ceremony 
"between us two? Sir, ſaid Moralez, taking upon him- 


ſelf to ſpeak for me, my maſter bates to be rude. Be. 
ſides, he is very excuſable for not caring to be ſeen 
by you in his preſent condition: we were robbed by 
oF Ways and all our things in general were taken from 

My man tells you nothing but the truth, Signi- 


or 2 Moyadas, interrupted I. This accident was the 


reaſon I did not come to your houſe, * durſt not ap» 
pear in this garb before a miſtreſs who has not yet ſeen 
me, and therefore I waited for the return of a ſervant 
whom I have ſent to Calatrava. Pugh! ſays the old 


man, this ought not to have prevented you from co- 


ming to ſtay at my houſe; but I am reſolved now n not 
to go home without ou. | #2 


Thus ſaying, the old man care me'to bis houſe; 


and in the way thither we talked of the pretended rob- 


bery I had met with. I told him that what gave me 
the greateſt concern was my having loſt Florentina's 
picture among the reſt of my things. Upon this the 
good man faid laughing, That this loſs was eaſily re- 
paired, and that the original was better than the c0- 


Py. As ſoon as we came to his houſe, he called his 


daughter, who was not above ſixteen, and-was very 
Lou ſee the wife, ſaid he, that my bto- 
ther promiſed vou. Ah, Signior! cried I, with 2 
paſſionate air, you have no occaſion to tell me that 
this is the lovely Florentina. That charming face is 


V engraved in my memory, but much more in m/ 


OF GIL BLAS. 


violently, judge what tranſports I muſt feel now! Tou 
flatter me too much, ſaid Florentina; neither am I 
rain enough to imagine I deſerve it. 
leave you to your compliments, interrupted the father. 


At the ſame time he left me alone with his daughter, 
and taking Moralez aſide: Friend, ſaid he, you have 


loſt all your baggage you tell me; and your money 


without doubt among the reſt? Yes, Sir, replied. my 
my comtade, a vaſt croud of banditti ſet upon us near 


Caſtil Blazo, and left us nothing but the cloaths upon 


' our backs; but we ſhall ſoon receive ſome bills of ex- 


change, which will put every thing to rights again. 
But till theſe bills arrive, zaſwered' the old man, 
pulling out his purſe, here is an hundred piſtoles for 
you. Oh! Sir, cried Moralez, my; maſter would not 
accept them. 


no, he is very cautious in caſh- affairs. He is none of 


our young heirs, that, provided they have but money, 


do not care how they come by it. He does not love 
to run in debt. He would rather beg alms than bor- 
row a farthing. I am glad to hear it, ſaid the good 
man: I eſteem him the more for that. I hate to fee 
people load themſelves with debts; but your quality 
will do it, and ſo it is in vain to talk. I will not 


force your maſter in any thing againſt his inclinations = 
if, as you ſay, it is an affront to offer him money, we 


muſt be ſilent upon that head. With this he was put- 


ting up his purſe into his pocket, but my companion 
Stay, Signior de Moyadas, faid he, 


held his arm. 
whatever averſion my maſter may have for borrowing 


I do not deſpair prevailing upon him to accept of your 


hundred piſtoles. He is not ſo ceremonious among 


his own famliy. , of his father he can beg what 


'- "ne 
heart. If the picture I have loſt, which was only a 
weak ſketch of ſuch perfection, could inflame me ſo 


Well, 1 will * 


You do not know him, I find. No, 
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money he want with a good grace. He knows how 


to make diſtinctions; and ought to you ar You, 
Sir, as a ſecond father. | 

By this means Moralez got poſſeſſion of the old man's 
purſe, who came back to us, and found his daughter 
and myſelf engaged in compliments. He interrupted 
us, and telling Florentina the obligations he lay un- 
der to me, returned me thanks in terms which thew- 
[ed what a grateful ſenſe he had of it. I laid hold of 
this opportunity, and told him that the greateſt mark 
of acknowledgment he could ſhew me, was to haſten 
my marriage with his daughter. He yielded kindly 


to my impatience; and aſſured me that in three days 


at fartheſt T ſhould be Florentina's huſband, and that 
inſtead of the fix thouſand ducats he had promifed for 
her portion, he would give me ten, as a proof of his 


being deeply affected with the ſervices 1 had coup 
him. 


Thus Moralez and I were treated at the dei man's 
houſe like lords, and had beſides the agreeable proſ- 
pect of ſingering ten thouſand ducats, with which we 
propoſed to make a decampment from Merida as faſt 
as poſſible. But a degree of fear diſturbed" this joy 


in ſome meaſure; we were apprehenſive, leſt before 


the three days were at an end, the true ſon of Juan 
Velez de la Menbrilla ſhould come and eroſs all our 


good fortune. This fear was not ill grounded. The 
very next day a fort of a peafant, loaded with 4 


portmanteau, came to Moyadas's houſe. I was not 


then at home, but my comrade was. Signior, ſaid the 


peaſant to the old man, I belong to the gentleman of 
Calatrava, who is to be your ſon-in-law, I mean Sig- 
nior Pedro de Menbrilla. We are juſt now arrived. 


+ He will be here in a moment. I came before to give 


you notice. He had hardly done ſpeaking when his 


3 — 
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maſter appeared: which very much ſurpriſed the old 


man, and put poor Moralez to a nonplus. 


Pedro was a very genteel young fellow. He addreſſed 


his ſpeech to the father of Florentina: but the honeft 


citizen did not give him time to finiſh what he had 


begun to ſay; he turned to my companion, Prithes, 
now, ſays he, what does all this mean? Then Mora» 


lez, who had as godd a ſtock of impudence as any man, 
put on a confident look, and ſaid to the old gentle= 


man: Sir. theſe two fellows belong to the gang of 
thieves that robbed us upon the road. I know them 


again perfectly well, particularly him who has the im- 


pudence to call himſelf the ſon of Signior Juan Velez 
de 1a Menbrilla. 
lezz and being perſuaded that theſe. new- comers were 
cheats, he ſaid to them, Faith, Gentlemen, you are 
come to late: Pedro de Menbrilla is here before you. 
He has lodged in my houſe ever ſince yeſterday. 
Take care what you ſay, replied the young man of 
Calatrava. 
muſt be ſome impoſtor. 

la has no ſon but myſelf. 


Juan Velez de la Menbril- 
Lou may een march off, 


replied the old man, I know well enough who. you 


are: Do not you recollect this man's face here, and 
have you forgot that you robbed his maſter? If it were 


not in your houſe, faid Pedro, I would puniſn the in- 
ſolence of that cheat, who has the preſumption. to call 


me a thief.. He may thank your preſence for reſtrain- 
ing my anger. 


this match. 
your daughter's picture, which he n me A ain be- 
fore he expired? 


Von, .. "Dd 28 
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The honeſt citizen believed Mora». 


That Pedro you have got in your family 


Signior, continued he, you are im- 
poſed upon; I am the young man to whom your bro- 
ther Auſtin promiſed Florentina. If you pleaſe, I ſhall 
ſhew you all the letters he wrote to my father about 
Will you not believe it when I ſhew en. 
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No, interrupted the old citizen, I care no more for 
the picture than I do for the letters; I know very well 
in what manner they fell into your hands, and there- 


Fore I adviſe you as a friend to be trooping from Me. 


rida as ſoon as you can. This is too much, interrupt- 
ed the young cavalier in his turn. I will not ſuffer 


-myſelf to be robbed of my good name with impunity, 


and to be treated as a highwayman. I am acquaint- 


ed with ſome perſons in this town. I will go andre 


turn with them to confound this impoſtor, who has 


prejudiced you againſt me. Having faid this, he and 


his ſervant retired, and Moralez remained maſter of 


the field. Nay, this accident made Jerome de Moy- 


adas refolve to conclude the marriage that very day. 
He went out therefore immediately to give orders a- 
bout what was neceſſary for that purpoſe. 

Though my comrade was very well pleaſed to for 
. Florentina's father fo favourably diſpoſed to our ad- 
"vantage, yet he was not perfectly eaſy. He was ap- 
prehenſive of what Pedro would do, and wiſhed im- 
patiently for my return, to communicate what had hap- 


pened. 1 found him very thoughtful. What is the 


matter? ſaid I, You ſeem melancholy. If I am, 
anſwered he, it is not without reafon. At the ſame 
time he informed me of every thing that had happen- 
ed. Now do you judge, added he, whether or no 
1 have cauſe to muſe. It is your raſh project has 
thrown us into this dilemma, The enterpriſe, I own, 
was noble, and would have made your name immor- 
tal, had it ſucceeded; but now in all appearance it will 
have a: very bad cataſtrophe; and to prevent any fur- 


ther confuſion, I think we cannot do better than take 
d our heels, with the feather which we have * 
Jo. plucked out of the old man's wing. | | 
Moralez, replied I, 28 are very ſoon diſheartned; 


* 
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Tou do a great honour to Don Matthias de Cordel, 
and the other cavaliers with whom you lived at Tole- 


do. When one has ſerved a prenticeſhip under ſuch 
great men, one ought not to be ſo eaſily alarmed. As 
for me who intend to follow the ſteps of thoſe heroes, 


and ſhew myſelf a worthy diſciple, the obſtacle which 
you are fo terrified at, makes me onl the more reſo- 
lute; and Jam fully determined to ren ove it. If you 


accompliſh that, ſaid my companion, I will prefer ou 


to all the great men in Plutarch. 


Juſt as Moralez had done ſpeaking, e de Moy- 
adas entering, faid to me, You ſhall be my fon-in-law 
this very night; your ſervant I ſuppoſe has told you 


what has happened. Are not you aſtoniſhed at the 


rogue's impudence, to think to perſuade me he was the 


ſon of my brother's correſpondent? Signior, replied 1 
in a forrowful tone, and with the moſt ingenuous air 1 


could poffibly put on, I find I am not qualified to cat- 

ry on a piece of treachery. I am reſolved to confeſs 
all to you. I am not the fon of Juan Velez de Men- 
brilla, Can I believe what 1 hear? interrupted the . ' | 7 


old man very much ſurpriſed : What, are not you the 


young man to whom my brother gave a——Pray, Sir, 
be ſo good as to hear me out, interrupted I in my 


turn. T have been eight days in love with your daugh- 
ter; which has kept me at Merida. Yeſterday, after 
having ſaved your life, I was going to demand her of 


you in marriage, when you ſtopped my mouth by tel- 
ling me, that ſhe was deſtined for another. You told 


me that your brother upon his death-bed* conjured you 


to give her to Pedro de la Menbrilla, that you had pro- 


miſed you would, and that your word was your bond. 
This, I own, overwhelmed me, but love inſpired me 


with the ſtratagem which T put in practice. It ĩs Ties. * 


I could not without uncalineſs impoſe this * you; 
n 
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but 1 hoped that vou would forgive me when I dif. 
covered to you the whole matter of fact, and informed 
you moreover, that I am an Italian prince travelling 
incog. My father is Sovereign of certain valleys ſitua- 
ted between Switzerland, the Milaneſe, and Savoy. 1 
imagined you would be agreeably ſurpriſed when I re- 


vealed my birth to you, and I meant to keep it in re- 


ſerye as a particular pleaſure to declare it to Florenti- 
na after our marriage. But heaven, continued I in 
another tone, would not indulge me in ſo much joy. 

Pedro de la Menbrilla appears. I muſt now reſtore 
nim his name, let the reſtitution coſt me ever ſo much. 

Your promiſe binds you to make him your ſon-in- 
law; you are obliged to prefer him to me, without 
having any regard to my rank, or compaſſion for the 
crvel fituation to which you will thereby reduce me. 
1 will not ſuggeſt to you that your brother was only 
your daughter's uncle; that you are her father, and 
that it is more juſt you ſhould acquit yourſelf of tbe 
obligation you have to me, than be ſo nicely ſcrupu-, 


lous in keeping a verbal engagement, which is but | 


flightly binding. 

More juſt! cried Jerame de Moyadas; ay, a thou- 
Nand times, I ſhall not heſitate long between you and 
Pedro de la Menbrilla. If my brother Auſtin hime 
ſelf were alive, I am ſure he would not blame me for. 
giving the preference to one who has ſaved my life, 
and who, though a prince, does not diſdain my alli- 
ance. I muſt be my own enemy, a mere fool, if 1 
did not give you my daughter, and even preſs: the ce- 
lebration of the marriage. Yet, Signior, replied 1, 
do nothing haſtily, I would have you conſult your own 
Intereſt, and notwithſtanding the nobility of my blood, 
Lou jeſt ſure, interrupted he: ought I to he- 
* Grate a m * my prince; I molt humbly. be- 
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ſeech you to honour the happy Florentina with your 
hand this very night. Well then, faid I, be it ſo; do 
you yourſelf go carry her the. news, and inform her 
of her glorious fate 

While the goed man ran to tell bis 3 abas 
ſhe had made the conqueſt of a prince, Moralez, who { 
had heard all this converſation, fell upon his knees be- 3 
| fore me, and ſaid: Monſieur the Italian Prince, ſon 
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; of the Sovereign of the valleys ſituated between Swit- ; 4 
5 zerland, the Milaneſe, and Savoy, give me leave to | 5 
: throw myſelf at your Highneſs's feet, as a teſtimony . | 
: of my amazement. Upon the word of a knave, 1 I . 
t look upon you as a prodigy. I uſed to believe myſelf ſl 
'F the top of my profeſſion; but F own I muſt ſtrike to 

. you, though you have leſs experience than myſelf. 

y Your fears are diſpelled then, are they? faid I. 

4 Quite and clean, anſwered he, I am no longer afraid 

\ | of Signior Pedro, Let him come as ſoon as he chu- 

u- ſes. Thus Moralez and I thought ourſelves right in 

ut KY our ſtirrups. We began to lay out the courſe we ſhould 

| take with the portion, of which we imagined- ourſelves: . 

ah as ſecure as if it had been in our pockets. But alas! 

nd it was not yet come to that, and the end of this ad- 

me | venture did not prove ſo ſucceſsful as we expected. 

for The young gentleman of Calatrava ſoon returned, 

fe, accompanied with two citizens, and an alguazil, 

lli- as venerable for his muſtachios and the blackneſs of 

if 1 his beard, as for the dignity of his office. Florenti- 

ce- | 23's father, was with us. Signior de Moyadas, ſays 

11, Pedro, I bave brought hither theſe three honeſt gen: 

"Wn tlemen, who know me, and can tell you who I am. 


od, Ay, that we can, cried the alguazil. I do hereby cer - 
he- tify to all whom it may concern, that I know you. 
be» | Your name is Pedro, and you are the only ſon of Juan #5, 
Velen dela Menbrilla. Whoever maintains the con- 
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trary, is an impoſtor. 1 believe you, Signior Algua- 


your teſti mony, nor that of theſe gentlemen who are 
with you. I amfully convinced that the young ca- 
valier who conducted you hither is the only ſon — 
brother's correſpondent. But that does not fignify, I 


daughter. 


come for, is to inform you that I know this young 
gentleman. You are maſter of your own daughter, 
and nobody can compel you to diſpoſe of her contrary 
to your inclinations. Neither will J pretend to it, 
interrupted Pedro. But Signior de Moyadas will give 
me leave to aſk him, why he has changed his ſenti- 
ments? Has he any thing to object againſt me? Since 
{ muft give up the pleaſing bopes of being his ſon- in- 
law, at leaſt I ſhall be glad to hear that I bave not loſt 
them by my miſbehaviour. I have nothing to object 
againſt you, replied the old man; nay, which is more, 
i am extremely forry that I find myſelf under a ne- 
ceſſity of breaking my word with you; and beg you 
would forgive me. I dare ſay you have too much ge- 
nerofity in you to take it ill that I ſhould prefer to you 
a rival who has ſaved my life. This is the gentleman, 
faid he, ſhewing me to the eompany, who did me that 


35 an Italian prince. 

Theſe laſt words ſtruck Pedro dumb and oe. 
ed. The two citizens ſtared, but the alguazih always 
accuſtomed to look upon the worſt fide of every thingy 
| ſuſpeCted this wonderful adventure to be ſome cheat 
that might turn out to his advantage. He viewed me 
very attentively; and as my features, which he Was 
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zil,j fays Jerome de Moyadas; I do not at all doubt 


have at preſent altered my reſolution of givin 8 him my 


Oh, that is another affair, ſays the alguazil. All 1 


good oſſice; and for my FR excuſe un that — 


unacquainted with, fruſtrated his good intentions, he 
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fell to examine the face of my companion: unluckily: 1 
for my Highneſs, he recollected Moralez, and remem- 
bering to have ſeen him in the priſons of Ciudad 
Real, Ha! ha! cried he, here is one of my cuſtomers. - 
This gentleman I am perfectiy well acquainted with, ff 
and let me tell you, he is one of the moſt notorious |; 
ſharpers in all the kingdoms and principalities of Spain. 
Not too faſt, good Mr. Alguazil, ſays Jerome de Moy-- 
adas; this man, whom you paint ſo diſad vantageouſſy, 
is a ſervant of the Prince's, Very well, rephed the 
alguazil. That is what I intend to ſteer my courſe 
by. I judge of the maſter by the man. I don't doube 
but theſe ſparks are two cheats that have joined their 
forces to impoſe upon you. I am not often deceived 

in theſe affairs: and to ſhew that theſe wags are what 
I tell you, I will carry them immediately to goal. 
They ſhall have a little converſation with Signior Cor - 
regidor; and afterwards a few jerks to inculcate what 
inſtructions he may give them. Hold, bold, cried the 
old man. Don't let us puſh matters ſo far. Tou of- 
ficers of juſtice don't care what you do, nor whom you 
abuſe. Pray may not the ſervant be a knave without 
the maſter's being one too? Is it a new thing to ſee a 
rogue in the fervice of a prince? I think the man is 
mad, with his princes, interrupted the alguazil. This. 
fellow I dare ſwear is a knight of the poſt, and I ar- 
reſt him in the king's name, and his comrade too, F 
have twenty ſerjeants at the door, that ſhall drag them 
to priſon, if they refuſe to go with a good he wp | 
Come, my Lord, let us be jogging. 

Theſe words confounded s, and our concern tte 
Jerome begin to ſuſpect us, or rather entirely convin- 
ced him what we were. He then believed that our F; 
deſign was to trick him. However, he behaved him- Ep, 
ſelf very generouſly. upon this occaſion: Mr. Algua- 
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zil, ſays he, your: ſuſpicions may yet be falſe; though 
perhaps they are but too true. Be that as it will, let 
us dive no farther into the affair Let theſe two young 


men go about their bufineſs: It is a favour I afk, in 
order to acquit myſelf of the obligation I lie under to 
them. If Ididmy duty ſtrictly, anſwered the alguazil, I 


ſhould put theſe gentlemen in priſon without giving 


any heed to what you ſay: but for your fake I will 


relax a little, upon condition that they leave the town 
immediately; for if I find them here to- morrow, they 
mall ſee what will become of them. 

When Moralez and I underſtood we were tak we 
began to take heart a little. We would have ſpoken 


boldly, and averred that we were men of honour; but 
the alguazil ſtruck us dumb with a fierce look. It is 


Arange what an aſcendant thoſe people have over us. 
We were forced therefore to abandon Florentina and 


her portion to Pedro de la Menbrilla, who withol d - 


doubt became the ſon-in-law of Jerome de Moyadas 
I retired with my comrade, We took our way to 
Truxilla, with the conſolation, however, of having got 
a hundred piſtoles by the adventure. An hour before 
night, as we were going by a little village, deſigning 
to walk a little farther before we halted, we ſpied an inn 
of a very good appearance for ſuch a place as that, and 
the hoſt and hoſteſs ſitting at the door upon long ſtones. 
The hoſt, an old fat fellow, was fumbling upon a 
wretched guitar to divert his wife, who ſeemed to liſ- 
ten to his muſic with pleaſure. Gentlemen, cried the 
hoſt when he ſaw that we paſſed by his houſe, Ladviſe 
you to ſtop where you are. It is three weary leagues 
to the very next village, and I can tell you, your will 
not be half ſo well accommodated there as in my houfe. 
«Be adviſed and come in. Tou ſhalt be well uſed, and 


at a reaſonable rate. We were perſuaded to do fo, 
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and going up to the hoſt and hoſteſs, we ſaluted them, 
2 having ſat down by them, began all four of us to 
of indifferent ſubjects. The hoſt ſaid he was an 
cer of the holy brotherhood, and the hoſteſs. was a 
1 merry woman, who ſeemed to underſtand how to 


make the beſt of her market. 


Our converſation was interrupted by the b of 
twelve or fifteen cavaliers mounted ſome upon mules . 
and ſome upon horſes, and followed by thirty mules 
laden with bales. A brave troop my lads, cried the 
hoſt at the fight of ſo many people: Where ſhall I find 
lodging for them all? In an inſtant the village was 
filled with men and beaſts. By good luck there was 
near the inn a large barn, in which they put the pack- 
mules and their lading. The mules and horſes of the - 


cavaliers were crouded in other places. As for the 
men, they did not take ſo much care about getting 
beds, as what 3 they ſhould have. The hoſt, 

hoſteſs, and a maid of theirs went to work a- 
bout it tightly.” "Ti fell without mercy upon all the 
Poultry in the yard, which, with ſome fricaſſee of rab- 


bits and cats, and a plentiful diſh of ſoop made of mut- 


ton and cabbage, n victuals enough for the 
whole company. 

Moralez and J looked at ebe eren who 50 
quently eyed us alſo. At laſt we fell into converſa- 
tion, and we told them, that if it was agreeable we 


would ſup with them. T hey anſwered that we would 


do them great pleaſure. Do therefore we ſat. One 
there was among them that _ to be the com- 
mander, and to whom the others, though they all ſeem- 
ed to be very free, ſhewed ſome deference. | This man 
indeed carried it above them all. He talked loud, and 
ſometimes conttadicted the opinions of the reſt, with. 
far ſrom replying 1 in the ſame manner hn, ſe emed 
1 | 
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to have reſpect to what he Gd The diſcovnſh, Ns fe 
pened to fall upon Andaluſia; and as Moralez praiſed - ut 
Seville, the man I juſt now ſpoke of ſaid to him: Sig- - 
nior Cavalier, I was born inthe very town you commend, gt 
at leaſt in the neighbourhood of it, for the town de w 
lf Mayrena is the place of my nativity. - I can ſay the 80 
it fame thing, anſwered my companion. I am alſo of ag 
| Mayrena, and I am ſure then your parents cannot be 85 
| unknown to me. Whoſe ſon are you? The ſon of an 
* ' Honeſt notary, replied the cavalier; called Martin Mo- ar 
ith ralez. Faith, odd enough! cried my comrade with of 
1 emotion; you are then my elder brother Manuel Mo. th 
bt ralez! The ſame, ſaid the other; and I ſuppoſe you: of 
0 are my younger brother Lewis, whom I leſt in the ry 
| | i cradle when I quitted my father's houſe? Right, quoth M 
WW my comrade, At theſe words they both got up, and Jo! 
1 embraced one another very affectionately. Afﬀter- Vv 
Wi wards Signior Manuel faid to the company: Gentle - ih 
þ = men, this event is a perfect miracle! chance throws ou 
14 in my way a brother whom I have nat ſeen theſe twen · up 
Wy. ty years. Allow me to preſent him to you. Then we 
4% | all the cavaliers, who out of complaiſance were ſtand- th 
* ing, ſaluted young Moralez, and loaded him with em- bu 
. braces. After this, we ſat down again to table, where a 0 
1 we continued all night, without going to bed. The op 
i two brothers ſat next to one another, and talked to to 
Is themſelves of their family, while the other n gri 
i drank andimade merry. bu 
ib Lewis had a great deal of talk with Manuel, 1 on 
15 afterwards taking me aſide he ſaid to me: All thoſe: us 
300 cavaliers are domeſtics of the Count de Montanos, WW ſm 
| 1 whom the King has lately appointed viceroy of Major- wa 
11 * ca. They are convoying their maſter's equipage to fic. 


\ „Alicant, where tfey are do take ſhipping My bro»! 
ther, who is become that nobleman's vicward, has of- ai 
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3 fered to take me along with him, and upon my being 

8 unwilling to leave you, he told me that if you would 
accompany us, be would take care to get you ſome 

5 good employment. My dear friend, continued he, 1 

; would not have you deſpiſe this opportunity. Let us 


1 go to the iſland of Majorca together. If we find it 
agreeable, we will ſtay there; if not, we can return tos | 
5 Spain, and be juſt where we were. 
1 I gladly embraced the propoſal, Young Iſa = 
F and myſelf put ourſelves into the liſt of the Cum? of | 
* officers, and we ſet out with him from the inn before "ij | 
5 the ſun was up. We came by long ſtages to the city: || 
1 of Alicant, where I bought a guitar, and took off a ve- 1 
; ry handſome ſuit of cloaths, before our embarkation/ b 
* My thoughts ran upon nothing but the iſland of Ma-. JI 
i jorca, and Lewis Moralez was in the fame diſpoſition. |, 
— We now ſeemed to have renounced all manner of | 
— ſharping.. To ſpeak the truth, we had a mind to keep * 
8 our credit among theſe cavaliers, and had put a check | 
. upon the natural bent of our genius. At length we i 1 F. 
n went joyfully on ſhipboard, and flattered ourſelves with -þ | 1 
|< the hopes of being at Majorca in a very little time; Eo 
j=; but we were hardly got out of the gulf of Alicant, When 
e a dreadful ſtorm ſuddenly aroſe. I have here a rare 
e opportunity to make a florid deſcription of a tempeſt; 
to to paint the air all in a flame; to make the thunder 
ts grumble, the winds rattle, the waves roar, and fo fortng: 

but ſkipping over all thoſe flowers of rhetorie, 1 ſhall 
1d only tell you that the hurricane was violent, andobli ged 
ſe us to bear away for the ifland de la Cabrera. It is a 
5 ſmall place, ſtrengthened with a little fortreſs, which. 
r was then garriſoned by five or fix ſoldiers, and an of- 
to ſicer, who received us very hoſpitabl yr. e 
0 As we were to ſpend ſome days here to mend dur 
ils and tackle, we uſed ſeveral ſorts of recreations to 0 
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paſs away the time. Every one followed his own in- 
clinations: ſome played at primero, and others amuſed 


themſelves other ways; I for my part uſed to walk a- 


bout in the iſland with thoſe among. our eavaliers that 


loved walking. We jumped from rock to rock, for the 


ground was very uneven, hardly any thing but ſtones 


to be ſeen, and very little earth in it. One day, as we 


were viewing this diſmal place, and reflecting upon the 
caprice of nature, who ſhews herſelf fruitful or barren 
where ſhe pleaſes, our ſmelling faculty was all of a ſud- 
den ſeized with a very agreeable odour. We turned 
towards the eaſt, from whence this ſmell came, and 
were ſurpriſed to ſee in the middle of ſome rocks, a 

large ſpot of earth covered with fine graſs, and ſurround» 


ed with honeyſuckles more beautiful and ſweet even 
than thoſe which grow in Andaluſia. We -immedi- | 


ately directed our ſteps to thoſe charming buſhes which 


| perfumed the air all around, and we found they grew 


about the mouth of a very deep cave. This place was 
broad, and not very dark. We went down to the very 
bottom of it by ſtone ſteps, which at each end were a- 
dorned with flowers, and which formed a ſort of natu- 
ral ſtair-caſe. When we were below, we ſaw ſerpen- 
tiling, upon a ſand more yellow than gold, ſeveral lit- 
tle ſtreams produced by the drops of water which the 
rocks inceſſantly diſtilled into the cave, and which loſt 
themſelves in the earth. The water looked ſo clear, 
that we drank of it, and found it ſo freſh that we reſol- 
ved to return again next day, and to bring with us ſome 
bottles of wine, being perſuaded that we ſhould empty 
them very agreeably in this delightful place. 
We could not leave this charming retreat without 
reluctance, and when we went back to the fort, we did 
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nat fail to boaſt to our c anious O gur diſcovery; 
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but the commandant told us, that 
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as 2 friend, to return no more to the cave we were ſo 


delighted with. For what reaſon? ſaid I, is there any 


of Algier and Tripoli frequently land in this iſland, and 
go to that ſpring to take in freſh water. They one day 
ſurpriſed two ſoldiers of my garriſon in that place, whom 


they made ſlaves. The officer, though he ſpoke very 


ſeriouſly, could not perſuade us. We thought he did 
but jeſt, and ſo the very next day I returned to the cave 
with three of my companions. We went without the 


| leaſtfire-arm, to let them ſee we dreaded nothing. Young 


Moralez would not be of the party, but 1 to 187 with 
his brother in the fort. 

We deſcended to the W of the cave, as we FR 
done before, and cooled fome bottles of wine, which we 
had brought with us, in the rivulets. While we were 
drinking delicioufly, playing upon the guitar, and 


: converſing jovially, we ſaw at the mouth of the cave ſe- 
veral men appear with thick muſtachios, Turkiſh dreſſes, 


and turbans. We imagined that ſome of our compa- 
nions, and the captain of the fort, had diſguiſed them- 
ſelves in that manner to ſurpriſe us. In this thought 
we fell a laughing at them, and ſuffered ten of them to 
come down, without thinking of defending ourſelves. 


We were preſently undeceived to our ſorrow, and Wwe 
found that we were fallen into. the clutches of a pirate, 
who game with his men to ſeize us: Yield, you dogs, 
cried he to us, in the Caſtilian language, or you. ſhall 
all be ſlain this moment. With that they clapt their 


carabines to our breaſts, and we ſhould have undergone 
a fine diſcharge, if we had made the leaſt reſiſtance. 
We choſe ſtavery rather than death, and gave our ſwords 


to the corſair, who loaded us with chains, and carried us 


to his ſhip, which was at no great diſtance. Then ſets 
ny fail we ſteered towards Algier. We 7 


danger in it? A great deal, replied he. The corſairs 
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Thus were we puniſhed for neglecting the acvida the 


eaptain of the garriſon had given us. The firſt thing 
the pirate did was to rifle us of our money. A rare 


windfall for him! The two hundred piſtoles taken from 


the young cits of Placentia, the hundred which Moralez 


had received of Jerome de Moyadas, and which F uns 


luckily had about me; all this went at one ſweep. My 


companions too had their purſes very well filled. In 
fhort, it was a plentiful harveſt for the pirate, who was 


_ overjoyed at his good luck; and the brute, not ſatisfied: 


fountain, and which his men had 


with our plunder, inſulted us with railleries, which would 
not have been very biting, but for the neceſſity we lay. 

nder of bearing them. After a thouſand pitiful jokes, 
he ordered the bottles of wine we 


zen very careful to 


bring into captivity with us, to be brought to him, and 


e © 


began to empty them with his failors, drinking to our 
healths by way of deriſion. ; F 

The countenances of my companions all this while 
ſhewed their vexation and ſorrow. They were the more 
mortified with their ſlavery, becauſe they had formed 


the maſt delightful idea of their voyage to the iſland of 


Majorca, where they thought they ſhould live like prin- 


ces. For my part, I had fortitude enough to project a 


plan of conduct for myſelf, and therefore I began to talk 


with the waggiſh corſair. I jeſted with him with a ve- 
ry unconcerned air, which pleaſed him. Young man, 


ſaid he, I love people of your temper. And in the 


main, it is better to arm one's ſelf with patience, and 


fail with the ftream, than ſtand fighing and groaning, 


which will do no good. Come, play us a little tune, 


continued he, obſerving that I had a guitar with me. 


Let us hear what thou canſt do. I obeyed the moment 
he Had ordered my arms to be unchained, and began to 


Like my guitar in ſuch a manner as won me his ap- 
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plauſe. Indeed, I had learned under the belt maſter i in 
all Madrid, and played tolerably well on that inſtru : 
ment. I ſung him an air too, and my voice gave no 
leſs ſatisfaction. All the Turks in the ſhip, by their 
ceſtures, ſhewed the delight I gave chem; by which F: 
found they had no great ſkill in muſie. The pirate 
whiſpered to me, that I ſhould be no unhappy ſlave, and 
that 1 might be ſure my talents would procure me an 
employment that W * 2 2 not too ri- 
gorous. 

Theſe cl me ack but yet I could not 
help being a little uneaſy at ſeeing myſelf in ſo mean 
a condition as to want ſuch an employment. When we 
arrived at the port of Algier, we found a vaſt concourſe 
of people gathered together to receive us; and we were 
no ſooner landed, than they ſhouted for joy. Beſides, 
the air reſounded with the confuſed noiſe of trumpets;. 
Moriſco flutes, and other inſtruments uſed in that coun»- 
try, which formed but an odd kind of concert. The 
cauſe of all this rejoicing was a falſe report that had 
been ſpread in the city, importing, that the Renegade 
Mehemet, which was the name of our pirate, had been 


Hain in the attack of a great Genoeſe ſhip; ſo that all 


his friends, when they heard of his return, ſtrove who 
ſhould receive him with the moſt joy. | 

No ſooner were we landed than we were carried to 
the palace of the Baſhaw Solyman, where a Chi iſtian ſee 
cretary examining; us apart, aſked us our names, our 
ages, our country, our religion, and qualifications. 
Then Mehemet ſhewing me to the Baſhaw, praiſed my 
voice to the ſkies, and told him, that I played delight- 
fully upon the guitar. This was enough to- make So- 
lyman chuſe me for his ſervice. I was detained . 
fore in his ſeraglio. The other captives were carried 
to a public market, and ſold * to cuſtom. What 
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Mehemet had foretold to me in theſhip, did really 4 


to paſs. My condition was very happy. I was not 
delivered over to the keepers of the priſons, nor put to 


any hard labour. Solyman Baſhaw caufed me to be 


put into a particular place with ſive or ſix ſlaves of qua- 
tity, who were to be ſpeedily ranſomed, and whoſe faſks 
were far from being painful. My buſineſs was to was 


ter the orange-trees and flowers in the garden. I could 


not have had a more pleaſing employment. 
Solyman was about forty years old, well: ſhaped,and 

very polite, for a Turk. His favourite miſtreſs was a 

Cachemirian woman, who had gained an abſolute do- 


minion over him by her wit and beauty. He loved 
Her even to adoration. He every day treated her with 
fome diverſion or other; at one time a concert of voi- 
ces and inftruments, and at another a play, after the 


'Furkiſh manner; that is, dramatic poems, wherein 
the rules of modeſty and decency are as little regar- 
ded as thoſe af Ariſtotle. The favourite, whoſe name 
was Farrukhnaz, was very fond of theſe ſhows; ſo 
much, that ſometimes ſhe made her own women act 
Arabian pieces before the Baſhaw. She herſelf would 


play a part in them, and charm all the ſpectators by the 
gracefulneſs and vivacity with which ſhe performed 


them, One day when I was among the muſicians at 


one of theſe repreſentations, Solyman ordered me to 
play upon my guitar, and fing alone between the acts. 


I had the happineſs to pleaſe. Every body applauded 
me, and the favourite ſeemed to regard- me with no 
unkind eye. | 

The next day, as I was watering my orange -trees 
in the garden, there paſſed by me an eunuch, who, 
without ſtopping to ſpeak to me, dropt a billet at my 
feet. I took it up in a confuſion mixed with hope and 


1 fear. L laid myſelf flat upon the ground, that I might. 
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not be fon from the windows, of the tern and hi 
ding myſelf behind ſome orange · pots, opened the note. 
I found in it a valuable diamond ring, and theſe 
words in good Spaniſh: ber” © : 
« YOUNG Chriſtian, thank FRA For! they RETY 
„ vity. Love and fortune will make thee happy; love, 
« if thou art ſenſible of the charms of a handſome la- 
dy; and fortune, if thou haſt courage e to 
hold the greateſt dangers at defiance.” . 
 T did not doubt in the leaſt that the letter came 
from the favourite ſultana; the ſtyle and the diamond 
perſuaded me that it-muſt be ſo. Beſides that I am 
not naturally inclined to be timorous, the vanity of 
being in the good graces of the miſtreſs of ſo great a 
man, and above all, the hopes of getting four times as 
much money from her as was neceſſary to pay for my 
ranſom, made me reſolve to try this adventure, what- 
ever dangers might attend it. I went on with my 
work, ſtudying how I ſhould get into Farrukhnaz's a- 
partment, or rather waiting till ſhe: herſelf ſhould di- 
rect me; for I concluded that ſhe would not ſtop- 
there, but be herſelf the contriver of our meeting. L 
was not deceived, The fame eunuch that had paſſed 
by me before, returned an hour afterwards: Chriſt - 
jan, ſays he, have you conſudered, and will you be 
bold enough to follow me? Ireplied, Les. Well then, 
anſwered he, Heaven preſerve you. . You ſhall ſee me 
again to-morrow morning. 80 faying, he retired. I 
accordingly ſaw him again about eight o'clock next 
morning. He beckoned to me to come to him. 1 
obeyed the ſignal, and he led me into a ball, where 
there was a great long roll of cloth, which another eu - 
nuch and himſelf had juſt brought thither, and which Mi 
they were to carry to the ſultana's apartment to ſerve 0 - By 
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for the decoration of an Arabian play, En ſhe mas 


then preparing for the entertainment of the Dey. 
The two eunuchs having ſpread-out the cloth, made 
me lie down in: it at my full length, and then, at the 


hazard of ſuffocating me, rolled it up again with me 
in it. Afterwards taking each of them an end, they 


brought me ſafe into the chamber, where lay the beau- 
titul Cachemirian. She had nobody with her but an 


old ſhe-ſlave devoted to her pleaſure. They two un 


rolled the cloth; and Farrukhnaz ſhewed ſuch tranſ- 


ports of joy at the ſight of me, as diſcovered the ge- 


nius of the women of her country. Bold as I was, 1 
could not fee. myſelf thus ſuddenly tranſported into 


the ſecret apartment of the women, without ſome ſe+ 


cret dread. The lady took notice of it, and to diſſi- 


pate it, Young man, ſaid ſhe, fear nothing: Solyman 


is juſt now gone to his country houſe. He will be 
there all this day. e may freely converſe together, 
- Theſe words gave me courage, and I afſumed-a 
countenance which redoubled the joy of the favou- 
rite, I am pleaſed with your perſon, ſaid ſhe, and 1 


intend to ſoften the rigour of your ſlavery. Fbeliere 


you worthy of the ſentiments L have conceived for you. 
Though you are in the. habit of a ſlave, yet you have 
a greatneſs. in your looks which ſhews that you are no 
mean perſon. Speak freely. Tell me who you ate. 
I very well know that priſoners of noble birth diſguiſe 
it as much as they can, that their ranſom may be the 


eaſier; but you need not behave in that manner with 
me: nay, it would very much offend me, ſince 4 pro- 
miſe you your freedom. Be ſincere therefore, and 


confeſs to me you are of a good family. Indeed, Ma- 
dam, replied I, it would be ungrateful to repay your 


ince -you. abſolutely 
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tisſiec. I am the fon of à grandes of Spain. I do 
not know but I told truth. At leaſt the ſultana belie- 
ved me, and pleaſed that ſhe had thrown her eyes up- 
on fo worthy a cavalier, ſhe affured me that it ſhould 
not-be her fault if we did not ſee one another often in 
private. We had a pretty long converſation together. 

I never met with a woman more engaging. | She un- 
derſtood ſeveral languages, particularly Spaniſh, Which 
ſhe talked tolerably well. When ſhe judged it time 
to part, I went by her order into a great ofter- baſket, 
covered with a piece of embroidered filk wrought with 
her own: hands. Then the two ſlaves that had brought 
me in were called, and they carried me out as a pre- 
ſent from the favourite to the Dey; which made it 
ſacred- againſt 7 the men intruſted with the e 
of the women. 

Farrukhnaz fp I found Abe means of ſorting one- 
another; and that lovely captive did by degrees inſpire 
me with as much love for her as ſhe herſelf had for 
me. Our intelligence was fecret during tuo months, 
though it is very difficult for the myſteries of love to 
be kept long from the eyes of the Arguſſes which are 
in a ſeraglio. But an unlucky accident diſconcerted 
all our happineſs, and my fortune was quite changed. 
One day when L had been brought into the ſultanaꝭs apart 
ment, in the body of an artificial dragon deſigned for. 
one of our plays, while 1 was converſing with her, 
Solyman, who I imagined: was buſy in the country, 
ſurpriſed us. He eame ſo ſuddenly into his favou- 
rite's chamber, that the old woman had hardly time 
enough to tell us of his arrival, and much lefs time 
had I to eonceal myſelf. Thus ay the 1 un ; 
the Dey caſt bis eyes upon. — 

He appeared aſtoniſhed to ſee me, and his eyes were 
immediately red with fury. I looked upon myſelf as: 


' 
11 


have committed a piec 
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2 man on the brink of deſtruction, and imagined my 
tortures were already begun. 


As for Farrukhnaz, I 
faw indeed that ſhe was terrified: but inſtead of own - 


ing her crime, and begging pardon, ſhe ſaid to-Soly- 


man: Signior, before you pronounce” fentence upon 


me, be pleaſed to give me the hearing. Appearances 


indeed condemn me, A e body would imagine I 
treachery againſt you which 
deſerves the ſevereſt puniſhment. I have had this 


young ſlave in my apartment, and to bring him hi- 
ther employed all the contrivances and ſtratagems I 


ſhould have uſed if I had been violently in love with 
him. Nevertheleſs, I take our holy prophet to wit. 


neſs, that notwithſtanding all this, I am not faithleſe 


to you. I had a mind to talk with this Chriſtian ſlave, 


to convert him from the errors of his ſe, and bring 
him over to that of the faithful. 


I found in him all 
the oppoſition I expected; yet, however, I have over- 
come all bis prejudices, and he has made me a 000! 


miſe to embrace Mahometaniſm. 


I own I ought to have conmulifted the a 


1 without any regard to the apparent danger I was in: 
but, terrified at the death which threatned both myſelf 
and the woman J loved, I remained confounded, and 


was not able to utter a word. The Dey, convinced 
by. my ſilence that his miſtreſs. told him nothing but 
what was true, was immediately appealed. . Madam, 


replied he, I am willing to believe that. you have not 


diſhonoured. me, and that the defire'of performing, 2 
deed ſo agreeable to our prophet engaged you ig. ſo de- 


| licate an action. I excuſe your imprudence therefore, 
Provided this captive take the turban immediately. 
Upon which he ſent for a. Marabou, or Mahometan 


; prieſt, and I was dreſſed in a Turkiſh habit. FE did 


what they would, without having the leaft power to 


/ 
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oppoſe it. Or tather, I did not know what I did in the 
diſorder I was in. How many Chriſtians are there, who 
would have been as weak as WO von wick. an occa- 
ſion! 2 75 1 

After the ceremony 15 went out of the ebe with | 
the name of Sidy Hally, to exerciſe a httle employment 


which Solyman gave me. I never ſaw the ſultana af- 


terwards: but one day a eunuch of her's came to me. 
He brought me jewels to the value of two thouſand ſul - 
tanines of gold, with a letter, wherein ſhe aſſured me 
that ſhe would never forget the generous complaiſance 
I ſhewed in turning Mahometan to fave her life. And 
indeed, beſides the preſents I received from Farrukhnaz, - 
I obtained by her means an employment more conſider- 
able than the former, and in leſs than ſeven years time 
I became one of the richeſt renegadoes in Algier. 
You will eafily imagine, that if I aſſiſted at the pray» 
ers which the Muſſulmen make in their moſques, and 
did the other duties of their religion, it was nothing 
in me but grimace. I kept a firm reſolution of enter= 
ing again into the boſom of the church; and for that 
purpoſe I intended as ſoon as poſſible to get over into 
Spain or Italy with the wealth I had amaſſed. In the 
mean while I lived very agreeably. I had a fine houſe, 
pleaſant gardens, a great number of ſlaves, and very 
handſome women in my ſeraglio. Though the Maho- 
metans are forbid the uſe of wine, yet moſt of them 
will take the liberty to drink it in ſecret. For my part, 
I drank it without any fear or precaution, as all the re- 
negadoes do. I remember two pot-companions,: with 
whom J often paſſed away a night very merrily. One 
was a Jew, and the other an Arabian. I took them 
for good honeſt fellows, and therefore was not under 
the leaſt conſtraint in their company. One night I ny : 


vited them to ſup, with me: a dog of mine, which I lo- 


ved paſſionately, happened to die chat very dag de 
waſhed his body, and interred it with all the ceremo- 
nies uſed in the funerals of the Mahometans. We did 
not do this to ridicule the Muſſulman religion, but on- 
Ay for a frolic, and to ſatisfy a fooliſh whim, which 
took us in our cups, to pay the laſt duties to my dog. 
This action had like to have ruined me. The next 
Fs there came a man, who ſaid to me, Signior Sidy 
-Hally, an important affair brings me to you. His Lord- 
ſhip the Cady would ſpeak with you. Pray take the 
pains to come to him immediately. An Arabian mer- 
chant, who ſupped with you laſt night, has informed him 
of a certain impiety committed by you with relation to 
a dog, which you buried. This is the occaſion of my 
ſummoning you to appear before the judge. If yon 
fail to appear, I give you notice that a proceſs will be 
iſſued out againſt you. Having faid this, he went his 
way, and left me thunderftruck at his fummons. The 
Arabian had not the leaſt cauſe to complain of me, and 
I could not imagine why the villain had betrayed. me 
ban The buſineſs, however, required my deep atten- 
I knew the Cady to be a man ſevere in appeat- 
ance, e not very ſcrupulous at the bottom, ſo I put 


two hundred ſultanines of gold into my purſe, and re- 


Paired to his houſe: he had me into his cloſet, and 
ſaid to me with a ſtern coufitenance: You are an im- 
pious, ſacrilegious, abominable wretch. You have in- 
terred a dog like a Muſſulman, profane as you are! 1: 
this the reſpect you have for our moſt ſacred ceremo- 
nies? and did you turn Mahometan only to make a jel 
of our worſhip? My Lord, replied I, the Arabian who 
gave you that falſe information, that falfe friend, is an 
LI in my crime, if it be a crime to grant the 
honours gf burial to a faithful domeſtic, to a poot crea- 
ture that had a thouſand good qualities. He loved 
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people of worth and diſtinction ſo much, that even at 
his death he was refolved to give them proofs of his 


friendſhip. He leaves them all his wealth by a will 
which he made, and of which Jam executor. To one 
he bequeaths twenty crowns, to another thirty,'and he 
has not forgot your lordſhip, continued I, pulling out 
my purſe; here are two hundred ſultaninesof gold, which 
be charged me to give you into your own hands. The | 
Cady loſing his gravity at this diſcourſe of mine, could 
not help laughing for the life of him; and as we were 
alone, he took the purfe without ceremony, "ſaying, 
while he diſmiſſed me, Go, Signior Sidy Hally, you did 

very well in interring with pomp and honour a dog that 
had ſo much confideration for perſons of merit, | 

By this means I extricated myfelf out of this ugly 5 
buſineſs, and if it did not make me wiſer, at leaſt it 
made me more cautious. I drank no more with the A. 
rabian, nor even with the Jew. I choſe for my com- 
panion a young gentleman. of Leghorn, who was my 
own ſlave. His name was Azarini. I was not like 
the other renegadoes, who are more cruel to their Chriſt. 
ian flaves than the Turks themſelves are. All mine 
waited very patiently for their redemption. And in- 
deed, I uſed them fo kindly, that they themſelves told 
me they were more. apprehenſive of changing their 
maſter than deſirous of liberty, notwithſtanding the 
charms it. has for people in flavery. 

One day the Dey's ſhips returned with ſome conſi- 
derable. prizes. 'They brought above a hnndred flaves 
of both ſexes, which they had taken upon the coaſts of 
Spain. Solyman kept but a very ſmall number for him- 
ſelf, and the reſt were expoſed to ſale. I went to the 
market-place, and bougbt a Spaniſh girl between ten 
and twelve years of age. She wept and took on at 
wan 1 — to ſee one * her * 0 
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ſenſible of captivity. I ſpoke to her in Spaniſh to mo- 
derate her affliction, and afiured her ſhe was fallen into 
the bands of a maſter who was not without humanity, 
though he wore a turban. The neee was ſo 
full of her grief that ſhe did not mind me. She did 
nothing but ſigh and ſob, and from time to time cried 
out: Oh mother! why are we parted? I ſhould be don · 
tented, if we were but together. In pronouncing theſe 
words ſhe, turned her eyes upon a woman between for. 
ty and fiſty, who ſtood at ſome little diſtance off, and 
who, with a downcalt look, waited in ſilence till ſome- 
body purchaſed, her. I aſked the girl, if the perſon ſhe 
looked at was her mother? Alas! yes, Sir, anſwered 


ſhe, for God's ſake do not let us be parted. Well child, 


ſald I, if your being ane will give you comfort, you 


ſhall ſoon be ſatisfied. © At the fame time I approach 
ed the mother to bargain for her; but I had no ſooner 


__ beheld her face, than with the utmoſt emotion I-recol- 


lected the features, the very features of Lucinda. Juſt 


Heaven! ſaid I to myſelf; it is my mother! it is un- 


doubtedly ſhe herſelf! For her part, whether her mis- 
fortunes made every body about her ſeem her Hoes, or 


whether my dreſs diſguiſed: me, or that I was really al- 


tered in the twelve years that I had been abſent from 
her, ſhe did not at all remember me. After having 
bought her too, I carries her A her daughter to wy 
houſe. TT 

There it was chat I meant to amp her mic in- 
forming her who I was: Madam, ſaid I to Lucinda, is 
it poſſible that my features do not ſtrike you? Can a 


muſtachio and a turban make you forget your Own ſon 


Raphael? At theſe words my mother ſtarted up, view- 
ed me attentively, recollected me, and we teriderly em- 


draced each other. Afterwards I embraced her daugh- 
© F ter, who perhaps: no more knew ſhe had a brother, than 


— 
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» & 1 did that I bad: a ſiſter. Confeſs, ſaid I to my mother, | 
to that there is not in all your plays a meeting between 
5 two friends ſo true and natural as this. Son, replied ; 
ſo | ſhe ſighing, I at firſt rejoiced to ſee you; but my joy is 
id converted into grief. In what a condition, alas! do 1 
ad find you! My ſlavery gives me a thouſand. times leſs 
n- | uncaſineſs than the odious habit———Heyday!; inter- 
ſe rupted I laughing, this is-fine faith! Who would haye 
r= looked for this conſcientiouſneſs in an actreſs? | You 
id Y muſt be greatly altered, mother, if my metamorphoſis 
e || is ſo extremely offenſive to you. Inſtead: of being 
he | ſhocked at my turban, look upon me as an actor that 
ed plays the part of a Turk. Though I am a renegade, 
d, yet Iam no more a Muſſulman than I was in Spain; I 
du am as ſtrict arkadherent to Chriſtianity as ever. When 
be Y you know all the adventures that have happened to me 
er in this country, you will excuſe my conduct. Love is 
. the cauſe of my apoſtaſy. I am a facrificer to that lit- 
it I tle god. T,.take that from you. There is another tea · : 
n- © ſon, added. I. why you ſhould not be diſpleaſed at ſee- 7 
is- © ing me in this ſituation. Tou expected to have ſuffer 4 
or Ned a rigorous captivity, and inſtead of that have met, in 
al- the perſon of your maſter, a fon who is full of tender- 
zm © neſs and reſpeck, and who is rich enough to maintain 
ng you here 1 in abundance, till an occaſion offers of return 
my © ing into Spain with ſafety. You muſt therefore con- 
I fels the truth of the proverb, which 585 151 is an ill wind | 
in- that blows nobody good. 41 
is My ſon, anſwered Lucinda, ſince it is ; your intention 
va fo return again into your country, and there to abjure 
con Mahometaniſm, I am fatisfied. Thank Heaven, conti- 
W- nued ſhe, I may then carry back to Caſtile your little 
m- fiſter Beatrice, ſafe and ſound as I brought her away. , 
gh- es, madam, ſaid }, you may ſo. We will all three o 9 
han us, as ſoon as poſſible, 80 home to the reſt of our fami- 
Vor. ä G 


—ͤ—ä— 


w_ — — Elias as *a * — 2 — * - - - 
= — 2 — I — a — - o — 2 _ 
—: — —g 
N Le _ * — 8 r — a 
9h bee non ns at ate; rr 


„ d iN 


i 


4 


ms Tur ADVENTURES 
17 for T' ſuppoſe you have other tokens of EVER 


fulneſs left in Spain? No, replied my mother, I have 
no other children beſides you two; and Beatrice, I would 


have you to know, is the fruit of a lawful- marriage, 


Ah! cried I, why did you give my little fiſter that ad- 
vantage over me? How could you endure the thoughts 

of of marriage? ? Thave in myinfancy heard you ſay a thous 
fand times, that for a handfome woman to take a hu. 
band is unpardonable. That was a great many years 
ago, anſwered ſhe; I have ſince altered my mind; even 


men, let their reſolutions be never To firm; are apt to 


change them: and how then can you think a weak we⸗ 
man ſhould be immoveable in her's? IT will tell you 
the biſtory of my life, continued the, fince the time 
that you left Madrid. "They ſhe made me the follows 
ing relation, which I ſhall never forget. I will not de. 
20 n. of the I of TP 1⁰ curious Aa 1 

I Jou kante ber right, nid my en! it is alot 
thirteen years ſince you quitted young Leganen. About 
that time the Duke de Medina Celi told me he would 
ſup with me in private ſome evening or other. He ſet 
the day. I waited for him. He came and liked me. 


He defired 1 would for his fake turn off all his rivals. 


J granted him his requeſt, hoping he would pay me wel 


for it. He did fo. The very next day I received pre- 


fents from him, which were afterwards followed" by: 


great many others. I feared I ſhould not be able 5 


hold long in my chains a man of his quality; and 1 
was the more apprehenſive, becauſe I knew he had el 
caped from ſeveral famous beauties, ho loſt him almoſt 
As ſoon as they had him. Yet the pleaſure he took in 


my company was ſo far from decreaſing, that be 


ſecmed to be more and more delighted with me evef 
day, In ſhort, 1 hit Arn the art of ö _ and 


2 


0 6 1 L u r 1% 


bindered his heart, which was naturally wavering and 
inconftanty Re Youre! * reins to its natural inclina- 
tions: | 

He bad ow bred: me Hoc 3 a I dds rea- 
ſon to flatter myſelf that his paſſion would be of long 
continuance, when a gentlewoman of my acquaintance, 
and myſelf, went to a concert of muſic where he hap- 
penet? to be with his Ducheſs. We chanced to place 
ourſelves pretty near her Ladyſhip, who took it in het 
head to be offended at my daring to appear in the place 
where ſhe was. She ſent one of her women to bid me 
go out that moment. I gave her meſſenger a rough 
anfwver. The Ducheſs was ſo incenſed, that ſhe com- 
plained to her huſband, who came to me in perſon, and 
faid to me: Lucinda, go out: when a nobleman con- 
deſcends to converſe with ſuch a creature as you are, 
ſbe ought not therefore to forget herſelf, If we 
love you better than our wives, at leaſt we honour 
our wives more than you: and as often as you have the 
impudence to ſet yourſelves up againſt them, you will 
always HIVE * esp to e treated with con- 
tempt. 

Happily 1550 me, che Duke ans me his ble 
ſpeech in fo low a voice, that nobody elſe heard it. I 
11 ew in the utmoſt perplexity, and cried for vex- 
atiof at having been fo dreadfully mortified. - To add 
7 2 n my confuſton, the players got notice of this affair 
1% that very night. One would imagine thoſe people had 
4 IN a demon among them that takes delight in telling the 
geh one what happens to the other. Has 5 actor, for ex- 
noltample, been guilty of ſome extravaganey in a debauch, 
k in or an actrefs had a quarrel with her gallant? All the - _ 
be company are immediately informed of it. My comrades I 
ver therefore knew what had happened at the concert, ant 
an will Op our to . how free * wels in lau 
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ing tat my expence. 

of charity, which is ſure to manifeſt itſelf upon ſuch oc- 
caſions. 

led myſelf as well as J could for the loſs of the Duke 
de Medina Celi, who no more viſited me; and J was 
informed ſhortly after. that a mh of the be had 
made a conqueſt of him. (e 


THE ADVEN-TWRES 


| There reigns among them a ſpirit 


But I deſpiſed all they could ſay, and conſo- 


When an actreſs has the good ahbe to o be i in vogue, 


ſhe cannot want lovers; and the paſſion of a nobleman, 
though it laſt but three days, adds greatly to her value. 
I was preſently beſieged with gallants, when it was known 
in Madrid that the Duke had left me. 
had ſacrificed to him, were now more captivated, with 


The, rivals I 


my charms than before, and returned to my chains in 


whole crowds: I received the bomage of a thouſando- 
ther hearts. 


J was never ſo much in faſnion. Of all 


the men who courted my graces, none ſeemed ſo zealous 
as a luſty German belonging to the Duke of Offuna, 
He was no very amiable perſon indeed; but he won 

me by a thouſand piſtoles, which he had ſcraped up in 
his maſter's ſervice, and of which he was wondrous ge. 


nerous, to gain the honour of being in the liſt of m 
This Adonis's name was Brutandort, 
As long as his money laſted, I gave him a, favourable 


- bappy lovers. 


reception: but when that was gone, he faund.my doo 


hut. 


_- fhrieked aloud. 


This proceeding of mine diſpleaſed him. Us 
came to me at the. theatre i in the middle of the play. [ 
was behind the ſcenes. | 
laughed in his face. 


He began to reproach. me. 


Oſſuna, who happened to be:preſent that night with bi 


- 4;cheſs, I demanded ſatisfaction for the High Dutc 
*<haviour of- his gentlemas, KB Duke e tht 


Rods. 
" 


He flew into a rage, and gave m 
a box on the ear, like a true German as he was. 

The play was interrupteds + I cam 
upon the ſtage, and: addreſſing myſelf to the Duke n 


F I 
4 
* 
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8 
play to od on; od ſaid he would hear both parties, when | | 
we had concluded the piece. As ſoon as it was over, 
I came before the Duke, and told him my grievances in 
a very paſſionate manner. As ſor the German, he em- 
ployed but two words in his defenee. e ſaid, that in- 
ſtead of repenting of what he had done, if it were to do 
again, he would do it. The Duke of Oſſuna, having - 
heard us · both, faid to my adverſary: Brutandorf, I diſi 
charge you my houſe, and forbid you appearing before 
me again; not for having given this actreſs a box on 
the ear, but for having been diſreſpectful to your. maſs. 
ter and miſtreſs, and e a op to the entertainment 
in their preſence, © 0 
I was very much vexed at ie ee na ka 
provoked-thatithe: German ſhould not be turned away _ . 
for the affront he had given me. Limagined that ſuch 
a crime againſt an actreſs ought to have been as ſevere · 
ly puniſhed as petty treaſon; but this diſagreeable event 
undeceived me, and convinced me that the world makes 
a great deal of diſtinction between the actors and the 
characters they repreſent. This gave me a diſguſt to 
the ſtage. I refolved to abandon ity and go ſpend the 
remainder of my days at ai diſtance from Madrid. I 
choſe the city of Valencia for the place of my retreat; 
and thither I went incog. with the value of twenty thou- 
ſand ducats in caſh and jewels, which I thought, more 
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than enough to maintain me the reſt of my days; fince 
I deſigned to lead à retired: fe. I hired a ſmall houſe 


at Valencia, and took no other domeſtics than a woma an} 
and a page, who knew no more of me than the reſt of 

my neighbours, I gave myſelf out for the widow of 
an officer of the King's houſhold, and pretended to have 
pitched upon Valencia for the place of my reſidence,” » 


becauſe it had the character of being one of the moſt a- £ Ay | 


gieeable places in all Spain. Nee very few 
: ; G8 3 
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ed obſerved ſo regular a cate; K 
no body ever ſuſpected me to have been a player. But, 
notwithſtanding. my deſire of being private, I ateratted 

the notice of a cavalier, who had a country-houſe near 
Paterna. He was a very handſome gentleman, between 
thirty and forty years old: but, for all his nobility, he 
was very much in debt, which is no great rarity in the 
- kingdom of Valencia, more than 3 in a great many other 
countries. 

This Signior Hidalgo 1 —__ 1 as 
| 2 was willing to know if I could anſwer bis put - 
poie as to my fortune. He ſent his ſpies out upon 
the hunt, and had the pleaſure to be informed by them, 

that with a tolerable face I was in very flowing circum- 
 Nances. Pleaſed with this account of me, he ſoon af- 
zerwards ſent me a good old woman, who told me, that 
being equally charmed with my virtue and beauty, he 
made me a tender of his faith, and that he was ready 
to lead me to the altar, if I would favour him with my 
band. I aſked three days time to conſider of it. 1 
Inquired about the gentleman; and the excellent cha- 
racter 1 heard of him, though I found his affairs were 
but in a pitiful poſture, made me preſently dennen 
to marry him, which I did not long after. | 
Don "Manuel de Xercia, which was my buſbanZs 
name, carried me immediately to his caſtle: it had a 
very ancient look, of which be was exceſſive vain, He 
aid it had been formerly built by one of his anceſtors, 
and from thence concluded that there was not a more 
ancient houſe in Spain than that of Xercia. But this 
ſine title to nobility was almoſt deſtroyed by time; and 
the caſtle, which was propped up in ſeveral. places, 
2 chreatened immediate ruin, How happy it was for Don 
Manuel that he married me! Above half of my money 
was ſpent in — and che reſt ſerved to put us in 
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edi Wanke a figure i in the country. And now 


4 behold me as it were in a new world; tranformed into 
bay of = calle, and the greateſt woman in all che ps. 
f riſh. * What a metamorphoſis was here!” I way too'good 
4 an actreſs not to ſupport, with dignity, the» ſplendour 
ne with which T was inveſte&by my rank. I aſſumed high 
CG theatrical aits, which made the poor country folk be- 
| lieve me deſeended from ſome very great family: What 


ſport would there have been among them at my expence, 
"” had they known the truth of the matter! The people 
of faſhion would have thrown a thouſand taunts upon me, 


" and even the peaſants have abated a eps * bog * 
E reſpect they now ſhewed me. 
4 = 


I had lived very happily with Don Manuel en d | 
„ oears, when he died. He left my affairs in great per - 
plexity, with your fiſter Beatrice, who was then four 
be ears old. The caſtle, which was our whole eſtate, hap» 
ay pened unluckily to be mortgaged to ſeveral eredĩ 
by tors, the chief of whom was called Bernard Aſtuto: 
I 224 well he deſerved that name! He practiſed at Va- 
lencia the employment of an attorney, which he perform · 


* ed with great ſkill, having ſtudied the law a Iittle to be 
* the better (killed in doing injuſtice. What a terrible 


creditor he was! A caſtle in the claws of ſuch an at- 
4 forney, is like a dove in the talons of a kite. Signior | 
Aſtuto, as ſoon as he underſtood my huſband's death, 
He | immediately laid fiege to the caſtle. He had undoubt- 
edly blown it up by the mines of chicanery he had 
iy begun to dig, if my good genius had not interpoſed' 
bis its aſſiſtance, and reſolved to make the belieger my 
nd fave. I had the good fortune to captivate him in an 
interview which I had with him relating to our affairs. 
en fownT ſpared nothing that I thought might inſpire hins | 
with love, and the deſire of faving my eſtate made me il 
ay upon OT the airs 8 glances with which 1 Thad. = 
4 TO 
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M rA D ENTURES 
ſo often ſuceteded fo well. But though I was 2 r bove 


great miſtreſs of my art, yet I very much feared I ſhould time 


never be able to inſlame an attorney. He was ſo in- of th 
gulphed in buſineſs, that he did not ſeem Noſceptible of 1 uf 
an amorous impreſſion. Yet this moroſe, this aukward this 
ſcrawter took more pleaſure in ſeeing me than I could whi 
imagine: Madam, faid he, I do not know how to 'make they 
love: I have always applied myſelf ſo clofely to my bu- of th 
ſineſs, that I know nothing of the uſages and cuſtoms MK ther 
of gallantry. Not that I am ignorant of the effential 1 
part thereof; and to come to the point, if you will have ſtut 
me, I will ſtop all further proceedings in the ſuit: 1 eſta 
will bubble the creditors, who have Joined with me'to a VE 
have your eſtate ſold. You ſhall enjoy the income, and Upe 
the property of it ſnhall be your daughter's. Beatrice's ni, 
intereſt and my 6wn did not permit me to heſitate. 1 ruir 
accepted the propoſal. The attorney kept his word. He 


He turned his arms againſt the other creditors, and fes' hed 
cured me in the poſſeſſion of my caſtle. This perhaps nity 


vas the firſt time he ever befriended the widow! 0 the five 
ESTER 8 tho 
Thus I became an attorney's wife but by thir ne He 
match I quite loſt myſelf i in the minds of the gentry of q mn 
Valencia. The women of quality looked on me as one at. 
that had debaſed herſelf to the greateſt degree, and there- le 
fore would not keep company with me. I was forced liey 

to take up with ſome city-ladies. This at firſt gave not 
me ſome little uneaſineſs, becauſe for above ſix years to- der 
gether I had been uſed to keep company with none but Bu 
ladies of diſtinction: but I ſoon made myſelf eaſy in that obſ 
point. I became acquainted with the wife of a ſcrive- | ] 
ner, and with thofe of two attornies : their characters ma 
were very comical. There was ſomething ridiculous in chi 
their behaviour; which diverted me extremely. T hair: itea 


_. ladyſhips fancied they had a thouſand excellencies a»: day 
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bove the reſt of their "RO Alas! RENE? Ito mycelf W 
times when I ſaw their extravagancies, this is the way 
of the world! All imagine they excel their neighbours. 

I uſed to think, that only actreſſes forgot themſel ves at 
this rate. But I found your city-dames were not a 
whit more reaſonable. L wiſh, for their puniſnment, 
they were obliged to keep in their houſes the pictures 
of their anceſtors: faith, I hardly Winnie * place 


them in the moſt conſpicuous part. + 


Four years after our marriage, Signior demands A» 
ſtuto fell Aick, and died, without children. With the 
eſtate he left me, and what I had before, I ſaw myſelf 
a very rich widow, and had the reputation of being ſo. 
Upon this report a Sicilian gentleman, named Colifichi- 
ni, reſolyed to attach! bimſelf to me, either till he had 
ruined me or married me: he left it to me to chuſe. 
He came from Palermo to ſee Spain, and having ſatis- 
fied his curioſity, he waited at Valencia for an opportu-- 
nity of returning into Sicily. The cavalier Was about 


five and twenty years of age. He was well fſhaped,. . 
though little, and, in a word, his perſon pleaſed me. 


He found means to ſpeak wih me in private, and I 


- muſt needs own I grew paſſionately in love with him 


at our very firſt interview. The. young rogue, on his 
be, ſeemed quite captivated with my charms. I be- 
lieve really we ſhould have married immediately, had 
not the attorney's death, which was ſtill recent, hin - 
dered me from contracting ſo ſoon a new engagement. 
But ever ſince L had taken a fancy to matrimony, IL 
obſerved meaſures of decency, to avoid ſcandal. 

It was ſettled therefore, that we ſhould defer our 
marriage ſor ſome time. In the mean while Coliſi- 
chini was very aſſiduous about me, and his love, in- 
ſtead of cooling, ſeemed to- grow more violent every; 
day. The poor gentleman was not very well provide. 

| G 5, | 
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ed with ready money. 'A perceived it, and took care 
to furniſh him. . Beſides that I was almoſt twice his 


age, I remembered that in my youth I had laid the 
men under. contribution, and 1 locked upon what: 1 
gave now as a fort of reſtitution which eaſed my con - 
ſcience. We waited as patiently as we were able, till 
the time of my mourning was expired. Then we 
went to the altar, where we bound ourſelves to each 
other in eternal bonds. 
ceaſtle; where, I may fay, we lived more like tender 
lovers than man and wife: but alas! we were not de · 
ſtined to be long happy in one another: A FU 
carried off my beloved Colifichinn. 

Here I interrupted my mother. What! Madam, 
faid I, your third hufband die too! You are certainly a 


dangerous tenement! What could Ido, ſon ? replied ſhe. 


Can I prolong the days which heaven has counted? If I 


have loſt three huſbands, how could I help it ? I very 
much regretted the loſs of two of them. He that 1 
leaſt lamented was the attorney. As I married him 


only for intereſt, I was eafily comforted for being 
bereft of him. But, continued ſhe, to return to 
Colifichini, ſome months after his death I had a mind 
to go myſelf to ſee a country houſe near Palermo, 
which he had ſettled upon me for my dowry, in our 
marriage-contraCt. 


the Dey of Algier's ſhips, and were brought to this 


city. You, by good fortune, happened to be in 


the place where we were expoſed to ſale. We might 


otherwiſe have fallen into the hands of ſome barbarous 
maſter, who would have uſed us cruelly, and kept us 
Perhaps always in ſlavery, while you might have 1 


1 hid gon: | 


0 _—_— what was become of us. 
Such was my mother s ſtory. 


Aſterwards we retired to my 


J embarked with my daughter to 
croſs into Sicily; but we were taken in our paſſage by 


AS SE GT LRN 


emen, I gave her the beſt apartment. i in my houſe; 
with permiſſion to live how-ſhe thought fit; witich be 
liked very much. She had in the w 


fibly do without a buſband or a lover. At firſt ſhe 
caſt her eyes upon fome of my ſlaves; but Haly Pa- 
gelin, a Greek renegade, who came frequently to my 

houſe, ſoon attracted all her attention. She conceiv« 
ed more love for him than ſhe had ever had for Coli- 

fichini; and the was ſo perfect a miſtreſs of the art of 
pleaſing men, that ſhe: ſound means ts charm him as 
well as the reſt. I winked at their intelligence. My 
thoughts then were wholly employed upon my return 
into Spain. The Dey had permitted me to arm a ſnhip 
for piracy. Fhis took up all my time, and about a 
week before I had finiſhed it, I faid to Lucinda: Ma. 
dam, we ſhall now depart from Algier very ſpeetlily; 
we ſhall bid farewell to uw ev wag e you _ 

ſuch an averſion. * . 

My mother became pale at W pra and ood 
ſpeechleſs. I was-greatly aſtoniſhed at it. What do 
I fee? eried I. Whence can proceed the uncalineſs 
which appears in your countenance ? You look as If 


theſe" tidings gave you affliction inſtead of joy. 1 


thought it would be the higheſt pleaſure to you to hear 
that I have made every thing ready for our departure. 
Have you no longer then any deſire of returning into 
Spain? None at all, ſon, replied my mother; I have 


felt ſo; much forrow there, that J renounce it for ever. 


What do I hear? cried I, ſurpriſed: ſay rather it is 
love which gives you an averſion to your country. 
How are you altered! When firſt you arrived in this 
city, every thing; you ſaw was odious-to your! but Haly 
Pegelin has given you other inclinations. I do not de- 


ny it, — Lucinda: © "4 that renegade, whom I 


— 


h > courſe of her 
life been ſo accuſtomed to love, that ſhe could not p. 
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deßen to take for my fourth huſband. What A pros | 
ject is this! interrupted I with horrour: What, marry 
a Turk! Do you forget that you are a Chriſtian ? or 
rather, you never poſſeſſed any thing of it but the name. 
AR! mother, what a project do you lay” before my eyes! 
You are reſolved upon deſtruction. Tou are about to 
embrace that e nm I Ge" _ gs. + 
neceſſity. 

I made uſe of ſeveral n arguments to difſuade 
her from this folly; but my eloquence was all to no 
purpoſe. She had taken her reſolutions. She did not 
content herſelf with following her wicked inclination,” 
and leaving me to marry a renegade; ſhe wanted to 
carry Bebe along with her alſo. I oppoſed her 
ſtoutly in this. Ah, wretched Lucinda! faid I; if 
nothing can perſuade you, at leaſt ruin none but your- 
ſelf by your raſh fury. Do not drag an innocent child 
to the precipice from which you are going to caſt your- 
ſelf. Lucinda left me without making any reply, F 
fancied ſhe had ſtill ſome remains of reaſon in her, 
which hindered her from perſiſting in demanding her 
daughter. How little was I acquainted with my mo- 
ther! Two days afterwards one of my ſlaves ſaid to 
me: My Lord, take care of yourſelf, | A ſlave of Pe- 
gelin bas imparted a thing to me, of which you can- 
not make your advantage too ſoon. Your mother has 


changed her religion, and to puniſh you for having re- =— 
fuſed her Beatrice, is reſolved to inform the Dey of whe 
your intended flight. I did not in the leaſt doubt ged 
but Lucinda was capable of doing what the flive ſaid. bou 
I had had time to ſtudy her temper, and I found that whi 
by the habit of acting bloody parts in tragedies, ſhe of t 
bad made herſelf familiar with guilt. She would not hog 


have been in the leaſt affected with ſeeing me burnt a- ced 
+ | : n „0 8 . 3 geri 


J 
\ 
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kinds and would: only- have looked-upon: it as ne ang 
wan of a play. 
I was termined 3 not to negtelt us „ 
tice my ſlave had given me. Thaſtened the prepara · 
tion of my ſhip. I' hired Purks, according to ti euſe 
tom of the Algerine pirates that go on a eruize; but 
E bired no more than juſt enow to clear me from all 
ſuſpicion, and L failed out of the port as ſoo as poſs 
ſible, with all my ſlaves, and my ſiſter Beatrice. Tou 
may well believe that I did not forget to carry with me 
what little money and jewels I. was maſter of. Tt 
mighe amount to about the value of ſix thouſand du- 
cats. When we got to ſea, we began to ſecure the 
Turks. We eaſily chained them, becauſe my ſlaves- 
were more numerous than they. We had ſo fair a. 
wind that we ſoon reached the coaſt of Italy. We ar- 
rived, without the leaſt bad accident, at the port of 1 
Legborn, where T- believe the whole city ran out to 
ſee us land. The father of my ſlave Azarini happens 
ing, either by chance, or out of curioſity, to be among 
the ſpeRators, viewed all my flaves with great atten- 
tion as they got out of the ſhip; but though be ſear-⸗ 
ched for the features of his ſon, yet he little expected 
to find him here. What tranſports and embraces 
were there between e when ey recollected e 
other! EY 
When. A FS Fay his 1 EYES 1 was, + 
what had brought me to Leghorn, the old man obli- 
ged me, and Beatrice too, to take a lodging in his 
houſe. I ſhall omit the detail of a thouſand things ; 
which I was forced to do to re · enter into the boſom 
of the church: I ſhall only obſerve, that I abjured Ma- 
hometaniſm with much more ſincerity than I embra- 
ced it. After I had entirely purged myſelf of my Al- 
gerine NT. , RI my 2 and gave all my ſlaves their 


mY 


* 
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freedom. As for the Turks, they were; dene is 
the priſons of Leghorn, to be exchanged for Chriſtians. 
E received from both the Azarini's the beſt of treat : 
ment: nay, the ſon married my ſiſter Beatrice, whio- 


indeed was no il} match to him, fince ſhe was à gen- 


tleman's daughter, and heireſs of the caſtle of Xercia;. 
which my mother had taken care to farm out to a rich 
Countryman of Paterna, when wy formed the 4 
ol crolling into Sicily. * 
Having ſtaid ſome time at 1 Let out from 
thence for Florence, which I longed to ſee. I did 
not go thither without letters of recommendations! Old 
Aarini had friends in the court of the Great Duke; 
and he recommended me to them as a Spaniſh gentle 
- man that was his ally. I prefixe& Don to my name, 


imitating therein a vaſt many mean Spaniards, wha: 


make na ſcruple of aſſuming that title when out of 
their own country. I. therefore called myſelf Don 
Raphael with a great deal of impudence, and as L had 
brought from Algier wherewithal to ſupport my nobi+ 
lity and dignity, I appeared at court in ſplendour. The 
- Eavaliers to whom Azarini had written in my favour, 
gave out that I was a perſon of quality; ſo that their 
teſtimony, together with the airs I gave myſelf, made 


me eaſily paſs for a conſiderable. man. I ſoon. got ac - 


quainted with ſome of the principal lords, who preſen · 
ted me to the Great Duke. I had the good fortune 
to pleaſe him. Fapplied myſel to ſtudy the diſpoſi- 

tion of that prince. I liſtened attentively to what his 
| oldeſt courtiers ſaid to him, and by that means diſco» 
vered his inclinations. I obferved among other things, 
that he loved-raillery, tales, and witty repartees. b 
modelled myſelf accordingly. I wrote: in my table 
« book every morning the ſtories I defigned for the day. 


' Thad a whole budget full of them. But, though 1 


1 
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vas very careful not to be- to avid of them, ig 
began ta grow empty, ſo that I muſt have been 
obliged to uſe repetition, or to let every body fee 
that T was at the end of my apothegms, if the fruit⸗ 
fulneſs of my invention had not furniſned me with 
| 6Rions: I made gallant and humorous tales, which-ves- 
ry much diverted the Great Duke: and, as it frequents 
ty happens | with profeſſed wits; I wrote daun every 
morning the bright ſallies of wit L; ould ak ** 
* in the afternoon as extempore. 

L alſo ſet up for a poet, and Sate my would o 
the honour of the prince. I freely eonſefs my verſes 
were none of the beſt; neither were they criticiſed- 
but had they been better, I doubt whether they could: 
have met with @ better reception from the Great 
Duke. He feemed very well ſatisfied wirk them. 
Perhaps the ſubjeck hindered him from ſeeing; their 
faults. Be that as it will, he by degrees took ſueh a: 
liking to me, as gave umbrage to the courtiers. They 
endeavoured: to find our who L was; but in vein. 
Diſcovering, Powever, that I bad been à renegade,. 
they did not fail to inform the prince of it, in hopes 
of ruining. me with him: but it would not do. Om 
the contrary, the Great Duke one day bid me give him 
a faithful aceount of my voyage to Algier. I obeyed 
him: and my adventures, which 1 es not-at all dif- | 
guiſe, greatly diverted bim. 

Don Raphael, ſays he to me, after 1 bad ended y 
narration, I have a kindneſs for you, and 1 will gire 
you a convincing proof of it. I will make you the 
depoſitory of my ſecrets; and, as an earneſt, will tell 
you that I am in love with the wife of one of my. mi- 
niſters of ſtate. Sbe is the handſomeſt lady in all my 
court, but at the ſame time the maſt virtudus. She ap- 
plies kerſelf everlaſtingly to the affairs of het family, and 
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is ſolely attached to her huſband, who adores ker; * 


. ſeems to be ignorant of the noiſe. which her charms 
make in Florence. Tou may eaſily: imagine that the 


conqueſt of ſuch a lady muft be very difficult: but yet 
as inacceſſible as ſhe is, ſhe has ſometimes heard my 
fighs; I have found means to talk with her in private. 
She knows my ſentiments. I cannot flatter myſelf fo. 
far as to imagine that I have inſpired her with mutual 


love. She has given me no cauſe to form ſo agteea- 


ble a thought. However, I do not deſpair of plea». 


fing her by my aſſiduity, and ere eren ae $ 


5 N I obſerve in my addreſſeee. 
No one knows of the paſſion I have for- this lag 


We he, but herſelf. Inſtead of following the 
dictates of my inclination without conſtraint; and act? 


ing as lord of my own will, Iconceal my love as mueh 


as poſſible. I think myſelf bound to do this much for 


the ſake of Maſcarini, the huſband of her L love.. The 


zeal and attachment which he ſhews for me, his ſer- 
vices and his probity, oblige me to conduct myſelf: 
with great fecrecy and circumſpection. I will not: 
plunge a dagger in the breaſt. of that unhappy huſ . 
band, by openly declaring myſelf in love with his wife. 
I would, if poſſible, keep him ignorant of my paſſion; 


for J am perſuaded he would die with grief, ſhould he 
know the ſecret I intruſt you with. 


friendſhip. 


I therefore cons . 
ceal my ſteps as much as poſſible, and have pitched; . 
upon you for my embaſſador to Lucretia, to inform 
ber of all the miſeries I endure. by putting this con- 
ſtraint upon myſelf. Lou ſhall be the interpreter !of- 
my thoughts. I do not. doubt but you, will acquit- 
yourſelf of this employment to a miracle. Contract 
acquaintance with Maſcarini. Endeavour to gain his 
Get acceſs to his houſe, and procure the 
** of talking with. his wife. n 1s what L beg. * 


a 
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of you, and which 1 am certain you will e 
all the addreſs and- diſcretion bebe in ſo delicie 
an . 7. 117 
J promiſed the Great Duke wet my b 8 
to anfwer his confidence, and to contribute to the ſuc- 
ceſs of Kris flame. I kept my werd with him ſoon af-* 
terwards. I ſpared nothing to pleaſe Maſearini, and 
"MB eaſily accompliſhed my end. Charmed to" fee” his 
friendſhip ſought after by one ſo well beloved by the 
prince, he met me half-way im it. His houſe was al- 
ways open to me. I had free aceeſs to his wife, and? 
may ſay without vanity, I behaved myſelſ. ſo well, that 
he never had the leaſt ſuſpicion of the buſineſs I came 
upon. It is true, for an Italian, he ws not much ad- 
dicted to jealoufy: he confided: in the virtue of his 
Lucretia, and ſhutting himſelf up in his ſtudy, often Teſt. 
me alone with her. Then I came bluffly to the point. 
I talked to her of the Great Duke's paſſion, and told 
her that I came thither only to talk to her of thae 
prince. She ſeemed not to be taken with him; burt 
yet I could obſerve that her vanity would not give her 
leave entirely to reject his addreſſes. She took delight 
in hearing them, though ſhe would not make any re- 
turn. She did not want underſtanding, but ſhe was 
a woman; and F could ſee that her virtue infenſibly. | 
gave way to the pride of having a: ſovereign in her. 
chains. In ſhort, the prince had reafon to flatter him- 
ſelf, that, without uſing the violence of Tarquin, he 
might ſee Lucretia in his arms. But an accident, | 
which he little expected, deſtroyed all al hd: am} 3 
I ſhalt inform you. 5 
I have naturally a good eee wins the: 85 
women. I écontracted this temper, be it good or bad, 
among the Turks, Bucretia was beautiful. I forgot 
that L was only to play the part of an embaſſador- BK 
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ſpoke for myſelf. I offered my ſervices to the lady 


with all the pallantry F was maſter of. Iyſtead of 
feeming ſhocked at my boldneſs, and anſwering: me 


with anger, ſhe ſaid to me ſmiling; On my word, Don 
Raphael, the Great Duke has a faithful agent of you! 
Tou ſerve bim with an integrity that can never be 
enough commended! Madam, anſwered I, in the ſame 


tone, do not let us examine things too ſcrupulouſly. 


Let us have no refleckions, I beſeech you; I know ve · 


ry well they are againſt me: but I give myſelf up en» 


rely to my love. And aſter all, I do-not think Iam 
the firſt confident . that ever betrayed his maſter in 
point of an amour. Your great men. often find very 
dangerous rivals in the perſons of their Mercuries. R 


may be ſo, replied Lucretia: but I would have you to 


know T have more pride in me than that comes to: 
leſs than a prince muſt never hope to touch my heart. 
Regulate your conduct upon this information, conti- 


nued the with a graver face, and let us now talk of 


fometbing elſe. I am willing to forget what is paſt, 


upon condition you never preſume to be ſo audacious 


again: if you are, you may repent it. 

Though this was fair warning, and I ought 1 to have 
followed it accordingly, yet I continued to teaze Maſ- 
earini's wife about my own paſſion, as boldly as ever. 
I even prefſed her more warmly than I did before, to 
make me a return for my tenderneſs, and F was fo rafh. 
23 to offer to take liberties with her. The lady grow- 

ing downright angry, both at my diſcourſe, and at the 
Turkery of my behaviour, obſerved no meaſureg with 
me. She threatned to inform the Great Duke of my. 


inſolence, and to prevail upon him to puniſh meas 1 


„ deſerved. I was provoked in my turn at theſe mena» 


ces. My love was changed into hatred; I refolved. 


to be-revenged. of Lucretia for her contempt of me. 
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1 and having made him - ſwear 
that he would not betray me; I informed him bf the 
intelligence there was between his wife and the Dake, 
with whom (to make the fcene the more intereſting}- 
I pretended” the was: paſſionately in love. - Maſcarini, 
to prevent what might happen, without making any 
more noiſe about the matter, locked up his wife in a 


private room, where he had her carefully watched by 


perſons whom he could truft.' While ſhe was thus 
ſurrounded with Arguſſes, who prevented her fending. 
any meſſage to the Great Duke, Ttold that prince'in 
a very woeful tone, that he muſt have no more thoughts- 
of Lucretia: I intimated to him, that Maſcarmi had 
certainly difcovered the whole ſecret, fince he kept'fo. 
ſtrict a guard over his wife; that E could not'conceive- 
what had given bim cauſe — who had al- 
ways behaved myſelf before him with abundance of - 
diſcretion and reſerve; that perhaps the lady; herſelf: 
had owned all to her huſband,. and ſo was locked up; 
with her conſent to avoid addreſſes which alarmed her 
virtue. The prince ſeemed very much afflicted at my 
relation. I was concerned at his forraw,: and have. 
more than once repented what L had done: but it was: 
too late. Beſides, I muſt confeſs, felt a ſecret plea - 
ſure in having redueed to thoſe ſtraits the baughty'w wo- 
man who treated me with ſo much diſdain. 

T thus taſted with impunity the pleaſure of: aids 
which is fo ſweet to all the world, but chiefly to Spa- 
niards; when one day the Great Duke being with fibe 
or fix lords of his court, and myſelf, faid to us: In 
what manner ought he to be puniſhed, who has abu- 
ſed the confidence of his prince, and tried to under - 
mine him in his miſtreſs's favour? He sught, ſays ong. 
of the courtiers, to be torn in pieces by four wild hor- 
ſes: another was for having him beaten: to death with. 


; 
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Ricks: 'the leaſt" eruel of theſe Italians adde that! be: 
would only have him toſſed: from the top of ſome high - 
tower. But, ſays : the Great Duke, -what is Don Ra- 
phael's opinion? I dare ſay the Spaniards are no ker | 


ſevere upon ſuch occaſions than the Italians. - 


+ Upon this 1 gueſſed, as you may eaſily 1 imagine, a . 
Maſcarini had not kept his oath with me, or that his 


wife had found means to let the prince know what had 


paſſed between her and me. The diſturbance of my 
mind preſently flew into my face. But whatever con - 
fuſion I was in, I anſwered boldly; My Lord, We Spa- 
niards are more generous. We ſhould upon ſuch an 
occaſion forgive the confident, and by that goodneſs 
produce in his ſoul an eternal remorſe for having be · 
trayed his prince. Well, faid the prince, I too am 


eapable of the ſame generoſity: . I forgive thee, traitor. 


And indeed Jean blame nobody but myſelf, who was 
ſo indiſcreet as to repoſe any confidence in a man whom 
did not know, and whom I had reaſon to diſtruſt af- 
ter the character I had heard of him: Don Raphael, . 
added he, your puniſhment fhall be this; Leave my 


dominions immediately, and ſee me no more. I re: 


tired that moment, leſs afflicted at my diſgrace than 0». 
verjoyed at coming off at ſo eaſy a rate. I embarked 
the very ſame day in a ſhip belonging to Barcelo: 
na, which was juſt nn ſail ark E to re: 


turn home. 


he | e Dok Raphael i in this part of his PE 


Methinks, for a man of Jour wit, ſays I, you commit - 


ted a very great error in not leaving Florence“ im 


mediately after having diſcovered to - Maſcarini the 


 prince's love for Lucretia. Nou muſt needs think the 
[Great Duke would ſoon come to the knowledge of 


your treachery. I own it, replied the ſor of Lugimy 


daz and therefore, notwithſtanding the aſſurance.which 
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Taſcarini had given me, that he would not nk me 
to the Duke's reſentment, I. did intend to be n 
ſoo as I could conveniently. n en e 

I arrived at Barcelona, — he, with prongs re- 

mainder of the wealth I had brought from Algier and 
Florence in ſetting. up for a gentleman. I did not 

ſtay long in Catalonia. I died with i impatience to ſee 
Madrid again, the charming place of my nativity, and 
I ſatisſied, this deſire as ſoon as poſſihle. When I ar- 

rived in that city, I happened to take a lodging in the 

ſame houſe with a lady whoſe name was Camilla, and 

who, though. ſhe had been ſame time out of her lead» 

ing ſtrings, had. the moſt, winning way with her I ever 

ſaw. Signior- Gil, Blas can beat witneſs to the truth 

of this, for he ſaw her at Valladolid not. long after. 

She. had ſtill more wit than beauty, and never had a- 

ny. lady of pleaſure a happier talent for.catching of cul» 

lies. But ſhe was not like thoſe.coquets ho lay up 

the acknowledgments of their lovers: when ſhe ſtript 

a man of. buſineſs, ſhe ſhared the ſpoils; with the, firlt | 
ſharper that hit her fan,. 5 

We took a liking to one another at Naa firſt inter- 
view, and the conformity of our. inelinations joined us 

ſo cloſel Jo that.our effects ſoon became common between 

us both. It is true, we did not over much abound 
in money what we had we were not long in ſpending. 
We thought of nothing further than our pleaſure, with- 

out making the leaſt uſe of the genius we had of fin- 
gering the purſe af our meighbour; but want at length 
awakened thoſe talents which pleaſure ſeemed to have 

| benumbed. My dear Raphael, ſays Camilla, let us 
renounce a conſtancy which ruins us. You may cap- 
tivate ſome rich widow, and d, ſome, wealthy old no, 
Mane we continue to Ly {hos faithful, chere, wil 
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| be two fortunes utterly ſpoiled. | Charming Camille} ; with 
[ replied I, you have anticipated me. I wae juſt going fello 
x to make you the ſame propoſal. My queen, I aſſent the 
4 to your ſcheme. That we may be the better able to -our! 
Y | preſerve a mutual ardour for each other, let us try) | us, 
1 what conqueſts we can windy our en will dung | tho! 
; to triumphs in the end. e ſery 
Having made this Stables n the Kd: 

We ſpent a great deal of pains, without being able to diſc 

meet with what we ſought.” Camilla lighted upon none but 

but fops, who have feldom a ſhilling in their pockets; ma 


and I upon women who were rather for levying von. my 
tributions, than paying them. As love proved deaf to 
to our prayers, we had recourfe to ſharping. We gave . 
ſo many proofs of our {kill in this trade, that our fame 
reached the ears of the corregidor; and that magiſtrare; 
who was as ſevere as the devil, commanded one of his 
alguazils to apprehend us; but the officer, who was 
as good as the corregidor was bad, gave us time to 
depart from Madrid, for a ſmall ſum of money Which 
we cdapped into his hand. We took the road to Val. 
ladolid, and went and ſettled ourfelves there“ I hired 
a houſe, where T lodged with Camilla, whom, to avoid 
ſcandal, I called ſiſter. At firſt we put a bridle to our 
induſtry, and before we formed any enn we a 
termine to tudy the ground a little. 
One day a man accoſted me in the ſtreet, Latured 
me very civilly, and faid to me, Signior Don Raphael, 
do af 4 know me? I replied, No. I remember you 
well, reſumed he, I have ſeen yon at the 
Tuſcany, and I then belonged to the guard 
of d the Great Duke. It is ſome months ago, added 
he, fince I quitted the fervice ot that prince; I am 
«come to Spain with an Italian of amazing finefſe, We 
dave been at Valladolid about three weeks. We lodge 
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wich a Caſtilian and a Gallician, a couple of as honeſt | 
fellows as you-thall meet with. We live together by 
the work of our hands, make good chear, and divert 
ourſelves like princes. If you will join company with 
us, my comrades will receive you-gladly; for 3 
thought you 2 gallant man, of a temper not addicted io 
ſcruples, and a profeſſed brother of our order.. 
This rogue's frankneſs excited mine. Since you 
diſcover yourſelf to be fo generous, ſaid I to him, it is 
but reaſonable that I ſhould explain myſelf in che ſame - 
manner to you. 1 own therefore I am no novice in | 
my profeſſion ;/ and if my modeſty would give me leave © 
to tell my exploits, you would ſee that you have not 
Judged too advantageouſly of me; but I ſhall forbear 
praifing myſelf, and conclude with telling you that T 
readily accept of the place gow offer me in your com- 
pany; and ſhalt negle& nothing to convince. you that 
I am not unworthy of it. I had no ſooner ſigniſied 
to this ambidexter that I conſented to encreaſe the 
number of his comrades, than he brought me to them 
and introduced me into their acquaintance. Here t il 
was that I ſaw, for the firſt time, the fameus Ambroſe i 
de Lamela. Thoſe gentlemen examined. me concer- 
ning my Kill in the art of dextrouſſy bringing into = 
one's o pocket the money of one's neighbour. They - Wl 
wanted to know. whether or no T underſtood the 1 
principles of their art: but I ſhewed them ſome 
ftratagems,, which they themſelves. were ignorant 
of, and which made them admire my ability. Thex 
were ſtill more ſurpriſed, when ſetting at naught = 1 
the dexterity of my hand, as too vulgar a qualification, *' 
1 in thoſe tricks. 2h rer 
quire wit. To convince them that what I faid was 
true, I told them my adventure with Jerome de er. = 
adas; and upon the bare relation of this tory. haf 1B 


1 


— 


which I was as it were the chief manager. 


he really was ſo. 
arrival in that town. 
tion you were in, and we the gentlemen-undertakers 
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Looked upon” me as ſo ſuperior a genius, OM 1 was 
choſen their chief, by unanimous conſent, I let them 
ſee that I deſerved this honour by an infinite number 
of -knaviſh deſigns, which we put in practice, and in 
When 
we wanted: an actreſs to help us out at a ſhift, we applied 
to Camilla, who rn n 8 pres we wy Ger to 


admiration. be Lp ; 


About that time our brockar Ambtoſewartenrgtni 10 


er a viſit to his native country. He ſet out for Galli - 
cia, affuring us that he would certainly return as ſoon 
as poſſible. 


He fatisfied his deſire; and upon his way 
back, going te Burgos in queſt of ſome adventure, a 
hoſt; a friend of his, put him into the ſervice of Sig · 


nior Gil Blas de Santillane, whoſe affaire he at the 


ſame time made him acquainted with? Signior Gil 


Blas de Santillane, continued he, addreſſing himſelt to 


me, you know how we- eaſed you of your portman- 
teau at Valladolid. I do not doubt but you ſuſpected 
Ambroſe to be the chiet inſtrument of that theft; and 
He came to us at your very firſt 
He informed us of the condi- 


regulated our conduct accordingly. But you are ig- 


norant of the conſequences of that adventure, which I, 
will therefore tell you. 


Awmbroſe and I went off with 
your portmanteau, and mounting yout mules, took the 
road to Madrid, without troubling our heads about 
Camilla or our comrades, who no doubt were as much 


ſurpriſed as you could be at not ſeeing us next day. 


On the ſecond day of our journey we changed our 
reſolution, and inſtead of going to Madrid, which I 


did not quit without good cauſe, we paſſed through | 
« 'Zeberos, and continued our courſe to Toledo. 
* firſt care here was to dreſs ourſelves like gentlemen. 


— 


my princeſs's huſband, "came. off very . but 1 
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Then dnn ourſelves out for two Galician brothers tbat 
were travelling for curiofity, we ſoon ſeraped acquain- 
tance with people of character. I was ſo uſed to act 
the man of quality, that I eaſily paſſed for one: and as 
people are generally dazzled by expenſe and liberalis 
. we impoſed upon the whole town by the treats 

we began to give to the ladies. Among the women 
I ſaw there was one that touched me. She was more 
beautiful than Camilla, and much younger. I inquir- 
ed who ſhe was, and heard that ſhe' was called Vios 


lante, and that ſhe was married to a cavalier, who be- 


ing already cloyed with her embraces, ran after thoſe 
of a courtezan whom he loved. I wanted no more to 
determine me to eſtabliſh Violante the ſovereign miſ 
treſs of my uffestioens. 5 | 
She preſently perceived the conqueſt he had make: 


began to follow her whitherſogver ſhe went, and to 


commit a thouſand impertinencies, to perſuade her 
that I defired no better than to comfort her for the inſi- 
delity of her huſband. The lady made refleftions there- 
upon, and at length 1 had the pleaſure to kno her 
approbation of my ſentiments. I received a billet from 
her in anſwer to ſeveral Which I had ſent her by one 
of thoſe old women who are fo ſerviceable in Spain 
and Italy. The lady ſent me word, that her huſband 
ſupped every night at his miſtreſs's, and always came | 
home very late. I ſoon comprehended the meant 
of this. * F went the very ſame night under Violan- 
te's window, and entered into a very tender converſa- 
tion with her. Before we parted we agreed to enjoy 


the ſame opportunity every evening, without prejudice 


to any other act of gallantry, which it ſhould be erer 
for us to exerciſe in the qay- time. | x 
Hitherto, Don Balthazar, which was the name 2 


Vor. II. „ 
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was for loving more phyſically, and I repaired one ar 
tothe lady's window, with intention to let her know, 
that I could not live if I had not a private meeting 
with ber in ſome place more fuitable to the exceſs of 
my love; which was a favour J had not as yet been 
able to obtain. But juſt as I had got thither, I ſaw 
coming into the ſtreet a man who ſeemed to obſerve 
me. In effect, it was the huſband, who happening to 
come from his:courtezan earlier than uſual, and ſeeing 
a man near his houſe, inſtead of going in, walked a- 
bout in the ſtreet. I was doubtful for ſome time what 
to do: but at length I reſolved to accoſt Don Baltha- 
zar, who knew me no more than I did him. Signior 
Cavalier, ſaid I to him, pray leave the ſtreet to me this 
one yr. wa Another time I will be as complaiſant to 
you. Dignior, replied he, 1 was juſt going to make 
you the ſame requeſt: I am in love with a young la- 
dy, whom her brother guards like a dragon, and who 
lives about twenty paces off. I ſhould be glad to have 
the ſtreet to myſelf. , There is a way, replied I, of 
ſatisſying us both, without incommoding either of us. 
For, added I, ſnewing him his own houſe, the lady I ſerve 
Iives there: we may even aſſiſt each other, if either of 
us happen to be attacked. 


we will back one another, if there is any occaſion. 
Thus ſaying, he went away, but he did it only to ob- 


ſerve me the better, which the darkneſs of the ages 


enabled him to do unſuſpected. 

As for my own part, 1 approached Violante' a bal. 
cony in ſecurity, where ſhe ſoon appeared. We fell 
to converſing together: 1 did not omit preſſing my 

queen to grant me a private meeting in ſome particu- 
lar place. She at firſt refuſed my importunities a lit- 


tle, the more to inhance the value of the favour I ſo- 
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With all my heart, an- 
dCwered he; I will go to my place of appointment, and 
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licited: but afterwards pulling a letter out oſ her po- 
ket, There, ſaid ſhe, throwing it te me, you will find 
in that paper the promiſe of what you ſo importune 
me for. With this ſhe went her ways, becauſe the 
uſual time of her "huſband's return approached... I 
pocketed the letter, and haſtened to the place where Bal-* 
thazar had told me he was concerned. But the, haſ- 
band, who plainly ſaw what I wanted with his wife, 
met me, and preſently aſked me, whether or no I was 
pleaſed with my good fortune? 1 have no reaſon to be 
L otherwiſe, replied I. But prithee how. have you ſucs 
ceeded? Has love favoured your. addreſſes? Alas! no, 


T anſwered he, that damned brother of her's was retur- 
4 ned from his country-houſe, where we thought he 
0 would ſtay till to-morrow, This unlucky accident 
E has baulked me of the pleaſure which had ſo Pere 
14 my hopes. 

0 Proteſtations of abs Coos „ were reci⸗ 
'E procally made between Don Balthazar and myſelf; and 
of to tie the knot ſtill faſter, we agreed to meet the 
8 


next morning in the great ſquare. T bis cavalier, a= 
ter we parted, went home, and took no notice to Vio- 
of lante of what he knew. The next day he repaired to 


n- the place of rendezvous, and a moment after came J. 
14 We ſaluted each other with demonſtrations of friend- 
n. ſhip, as falſe on one ſide as they were ſiucerę on the 
be other. Then the crafty Balthazar «communicated ta 
ht me his feigned intrigue, with the lady he told me of 
be the night before. He related long ſtories of his'own. 
al- inventing, in order to draw. me on to relate in my turn 
fell how matters went between me and Violante. I for my 
my part fell into the ſnare, and without the leaſt reſei ve 


eu- declared what had paſſed. I even ſhewed him the 


jetter ſne had given me, couched in the following 
ſo- words. 25 
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TO. MORROW 1 ſhall dine with Dian Ages 


you know where ſhe lives. It is at that faithful 
< friend's houſe that I intend to give you x private 
interview. I can no longer . you a favour of 
& which you ſeem fo deſerving? 

On my word, ſaid Don Balthazar, this letter pro- 


miſes full payment for all your paſt languiſhings. 


F congratulate vou before- hand on the happineſs that 
attends you. As he ſpoke this, he could not help 
diſcovering a ſort of diſorder in his face; but I was 
ſo. much engroſſed by my hopes, that 1 did not much 


mind the deportment of my confident, who ſoon with- 


drew, for fear I ſhould perceive how much he was diſ- 


turbed. He ran to inform his brother-in-law of this 


adventure. I cannot tell what paſſed between them: 
this only I know, that Don Balthazar came and 
knocked at Donna Agnes's door while I was at that 


lady's in company with Violante. As ſoon as we 


learned who it was, I made my eſcape at a back-door, 


I had no ſooner diſappeared, than the women recovered 


themſelves-of the fright he had put them in, and re- 
ceived him with ſuch effrontery, that he ſuſpected 
they had either laid me in ſome hole, or let me eſcape 
at fome private outlet. I ſhall not tell you what he 
ſaid to Donna Agnes and his wife, becauſe it never 
came to my knowledge. | 

Mean while, without ſuſpecting myſelf bubbled by 
Don Balthazar, I went away, giving him a hearty curſe 
or two, and returned to the great ſquare, where I had 
appointed to meet Lamela: but he came not, having 
buſineſs of his own to manage; and the rogue was 
more fortunate than I. Whilſt I was waiting for him, I 
diſcovered my treacherous confident, advancing towards 


me with an air of gaiety and ſelf-fatisfaftion. Up be 
came, and with a fmiling countenance aſked me the 


— 
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xeſult of my interview with my nymph at Donna Ag- 
nes's. . Surely, faid I, ſome demon out of very ſpice 
takes a,pleaſure to diſappoint me. For whilſt Ewas' ar 
lone with the lady, and was preſſing her to make me 
happy, who ſhould knoek at the door but her hüſband, 
plague confound him! ſo that being obliged to make 
a ſpeedy retreat, I flew out at a back. door, bequeathing 
to Beelzebub that troubleſome cuckold who bad broke 
all my meaſures.” I am heartily ſorry for it, | (cried 
Don Bathazar, who ſecretly che to ſee me mor- 
tifred.) An impertinent puppy! adds he. Gad, if I 
was you, I would give him no quarter. Never trouble. 
yourſelf about that, replied I. His honour: ſhall make 
its exit this very night, elſe I ſhall not have my will. His 
wife, you muſt know, when we parted, bade me not be 
dejected, but come to her window ſooner then uſual, and 
ihe would let me in; but defired me, by way of pre 
caution, to come attended with two or three friends to 
ini me, for fear of. any ſurpriſe. Never ſure was ſo 
prudent a lady! faid he; I will accompany you to her. 
Ah, my dear friend, cried I, overjoyed, while I threw 
my arms around his neck, how ſhall I diſcharge the obli- 
gations you lay on me? Nay more, replied he, there is 
a young fellow I am acquainted with, as ſtout as Her- 
cules; he ſhall be of the party, and with ſuch a muy 
you may boldly advance... 
I did not know what ha to mie to 
this new friend, ſo tranſported was I at theſe demon» 
ſtrations of his zeal. In a word, I accepted of his of: 


fer; and ſo reſolving to meet under Violante's balco! 
ny as ſoon as it was dark, we parted. He took. his 


way to his brother-in-law, who was the Hercules in. 
queſtionz and I went a walking till the evening with 
Lamela, who, though he was ſurpriſed to ſee Don 
Balthazar ſo eagerly .eſpouſe my intereſt, Ks: did not 
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titraft'him: any more than T did. We fell nodding | 


Into the ſnare, which was an inexcuſable weakneſs in ba 
men of our trade, T own. When I thought it was time | © 
to be going vpon the intended expedition, Ambroſe M 
and I, with each a good rapier, advanced rowards Vis * 
olante's window; under which we found my lady's FI. 80 
huſband, with another man. They ſtood ſtill for our M 
coming up, and then Don Balthazar accoſting me, fo 
and pointing to his brother-in-law, That i is the gen- f fe 
tleman I recommended to you, ſaid he. Do but you h 
introduce yourſelf to your miſtreſs, and my lile for t] 
be you accompliſn your wiſhes. | | | N 
After ſome compliments on both ſides, 1 Lion N 
at my nymph's door, which was preſently opened by $ 
a ſort of a duenna. In goes I, and withont minding ſc 
what was doing behind my back, I proceeded on to an tl 
apartment, where Violante waited for me. While I 
was paying my reſpects to the lady, in came the two t 
villains, who followed me into thehouſe, after they had 2 
forcibly ſnut out Ambroſe into the ſtreet, and turned — 
the key upon him. 80 that you may well imagine 1 1 
was forced to have a bruſh for it. They both fell up- 2 
on me at once; but I gave them their bellyful. Ten: A 
tertained them both ſo well, that I believe they re · [ 
1 


pented they did not take a more certain way of being 
| revenged. I run the huſband through the body: up- 
on which his brother-in-law ſcampered out of the : 
door, it being opened by the duenna and Violante to | 
make their eſcape while we were engaged. I purſued 
him into the ſtreet, where I rejoined Lamela, who not 
being able to get a word out of the women in their. 
flight, was at a loſs what to think of the noiſe he had | 
heard. We returned to our quarters, and packing up | 
our moſt valuable effects, we mounted our mules, and 
rode away, without OP for day-light. * 


* 
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we were very ſenſible that this affair would have 
bath conſequences, and that there would be made ſuch 
ſearching as we were in the right to anticipate. We 
went and lay at Villarubia. Not long after we arri- 
ved there,'a: merchant of Toledo, who was going to 
Segorba, put up at the ſame houſe,. and we all three 
ſupped together. Fhis man related to us the fad miſ- 1 
fortune of Violante's huſband; and he was ſo far from - 
ſuſpecting us to be concerned, that we boldly aſked | 
him the full and whole account of the matter. Gen- | | | 
tlemen, ſaid; he, juſt as I was ſetting forward this 
morning, I heard of this dreadfut accident. They | 
were ſearching after Violante, and I was told that the 


corregidor, who is related to: Don Balthazar, has re. 
ſolved-to ſpare nothing to diſcover the pexpetrators of 
this murder. This is all I know of the matte. 
I was not much alarmed at the ſearchings made by 
the corregidor of Toledo. But yet I reſolved to leave 
New-Caſtile as ſoon as poſſible. - I conſidered that if 
they found Violante, ſne would confeſs all, and con- 
ſequently give them ſuch a deſcription of my perſon | 
as would put them upon purſuing me. For this rea- | 
ſon we the very next day turned out of the high road | 
by way of precaution, Happy was it for us that La- 
mela was acquainted with three parts in four of Spain, 
and knew every by- way that led to Arragon. Inſtead 5 
of going ſtraight to Cuenca, we put in among the | 


mountains adjacent- to that town, and through many 
an intricate path we arrived at a grotto which had the 
c perfect reſemblance of an hermitage. In ſhort, it was 
the very ſame ſpot of ground to hir you came yet- 
ternight to beg an aſylum. . | 
While 1 was ſurveying the ES. aro which 
offered to my eyes the fineſt landſcape I had ever ſeenz 
my en ſaid to me: About ſix Foy ago I paf- 
| H 4 
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ſed by this place. At that time an old hermit made | 
uſe of it ſor a ſolitary receſs. He entertained me with 


a ſhare of his proviſions. I remember he was a holy 


man, and his diſcourſe had like to have weaned me 


from the world. Perhaps he may be yet alive: I will 


fee if he be or no. With this, the curious Ambroſe 


alighted from his mule, and went into the hermitage. 
After ſome moments ſtay he returned, and calling to 
me, Come hither, Don Raphael, ſaid he, come hither, 


and behold a very melancholy ſpeQtacle. I immediate» 
Jy diſmounted, and after we had tied our mules to a 


tree, I climbed Lamela into the cave, where I ſaw an 
antient hermit pale as death, and juſt expiring. He 


lay at full length upon a ſorry bed, His breaſt was 


covered all over with a white buſhy beard, and his 
two hands graſped a large twiſted rofary. - Our tread- 
ing made him open his eyes, which the hand of death 
was juſt going to ſhut for ever. After he had exami- 


ned us a little, Whoever ye be, ſaid he, my brethren, 


make right uſe of this ſpectacle now before you. Forty 
years I ſpent in the world, and ſixty in this hermitage. 


The former I beſtowed on my pleaſures, the latter 1 


conſecrated to penitence, How long, alas! how long 
daes the one now ſeem to me, and how ſhort the o- 


ther! The auſterities exerciſed by Friar John, have 


not, Lam afraid, ſufficiently expiated the fins com- 
mitted by the Licentiate Don Juan de Solis. 

Thus ſaying, he expired. We were ſtruck at this 
unexpected accident. Such like objects will make 
ſome impreſſion even upon the greateſt libertines« but 
| it foon went off again with us. We preſently forgot 
what he had ſaid to us, and fell to taking an inventory 


of the things he had left behind him: which was no 


very laborious taſk; all his goods conſiſting of what 


you might have obſerved in the grotto. Friar John 
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was not only ill- furnitured, but he alſo kept a very bad 


larder... All the proviſions we found in it were a few 


ſmall nuts, and ſome hard cruſts of barley-bread; which. 
the good man's gums were unable to penetrate. I ſay) 
his gums; for teeth he had none. Every thing that 
this lonely cell contained, and all that we ſaw rounk 
about us, contributed to inſpire into us an awful opi- 
nion of the old man's fanCtity, We were ſurpriſed | 


indeed at one thing: we found a paper folded up in 


form of a letter lying upon his table: in this paper he 


deſired him into whoſe hands it ſhould fall, to carry his 
beads and ſandals to the biſnop of Cuenga. We were 
at a loſs to think with what intention this father of the 


deſert could defire to make his biſnop ſuch a preſent. 
This ſtep, we thought, was contraty to the nature of . 


humility, and it looked like ſetting up for canonizati- 
on. Though, perhaps, after all, it was done out of mere 


mplicity. Be it as it will, while we were thus taken 


up, 2 pleaſant thought came into Lamela's noddle: 


Let us remain, faid he, in this hermitage, and diſguiſe 
ourſelves like anchorites. We will bury Friar John. 
You ſhall paſs, for him, whilſt B in the name of Friar: 


Anthony, will go and gather alms in the adjacent 
towns. Beſides our being fafe againſt the coregidor's 


inquiries, (for he can never think of ſearching for us 


here), I have ſome old acquaintance at Cuenca, which 
we may revive and cultivate. I approved of this droll 


propoſal, not ſo much for the reaſons urged by Am- 


braſe/ as for the whim of it, and for the ſake of acting 
a part in this farce. Thirty or forty paces from the 
grotto we dug a grave, and very decently interred the 


old anchorite, after we had diveſted him of his cloaths, 
that is to ſay, a plain gown, which was faſtened round 


him with a leather girdle. We likewiſe cut off his 
beard, to make therewith a falſe one for me; and at 
"AFP ; CY | 
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length, after his ſuneral rites were lat; we 6 took 
poſſeſſion of his ſolitary abode. 


3 r! 
. Me fared but indifferently the firſt Hows We were 2 
bi: abliged to live upon the food of the defunct: but the ha 
a next morning, before. day-break, ' Lamela ſet forwards an 
* for Toralva, where he ſold the two mules, and return - ca 
"Mi ed in the evening laden with victuals, and other things. ne 
\ he had bought. He likewiſe brought along with him ri 
1 every thing that was neceſſary for our transformation. to 
WW He made himſelf a frock of coarſe dark - coloured cloth, be 
'Þ and a little red beard of horſe hair, which he ſo artifici- 

1 ally faſtened to his ears, that you would have ſworn it ro 
'H was natural. There is not a more dexterous young w 
5 man this day under the cope of heaven. He likewiſe * 
i wove Friar John's beard, and fixed it to my face; my th 
8 cap of brown-coloured wool helped to cover the artis.. ſe 
vu hee: in ſhort, nothing was wanting to our diſguiſe. = 
M We both. of us made ſuch comical figures, that we could ” 
bl { not without laughing behold each other in this dreſs, i 
1 which, to ſpeak truth, did not over well beome us. To- 1 
i gether with Friar John's gown, I wore his beads and I 
| ſandals, of which I tought. no ſin to deprive the bis C: 
\ ſhop of Cuenca. 65 | tl 
Wl We had now been three leah in our aides ct 
4 , withode ſeeing man, woman, or child near us: but on u 
the fourth day, there came in two peaſants, with bread, li 

cheeſe, and onions for the deceaſed, whom they thought 4 

to be ſtil living. As ſoon as I ſaw them, I threw my» tl 

ſelf on the bed, and found it no hard matter to deceive E 

them. Beſides the darkneſs of the place which preven- y 

ted them from diſtinguiſhing my features, I imitated as A 

well as poſſible the tone of Friar John's voice, which L v 

had taken notice of when he ſpoke his laſt dying words I 

to us. They had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of their being 1 

cheated, Only they wondered to meet with another 1 


* +4 1 * 


"or 8 1 r. 14 6. 
bermit i in the place: but Lamela obſerving bete ſur- 


priſe, faid to them with an Hypocrital ait: Brethren, do 
not wonder at ſeeing me here. 1 left 


and diſereet Friar John, who becauſe of his extreme age 
cannot well do without ſomebody to help him in his 
neceſſities. - The peaſants extolled to the ſkies this cha- 


rity of. Arabroſe, and: expreſſed great joy in being able 
to boaſt of having two ſuch holy par in their FO | 


bourhood..: | 


Lamela, laden watha a ie wallet which he wok care 
to wut went out for the firſt time a-begging to Cuenga, 


which is not above a league from the hermitage. What 
with a devout appearance, which-he naturally-had, and 


the art of making the moſt of it, which he likewiſe poſ> 


ſeſſed in an eminent degree, he did not fail of ſtirring 
up charitable people to beſtow alms on him, He cram- 


med his wallet with their benefactions. Maſter Ambroſe, 


quoth I to him at his return, I congratulate you upon the 


happy talent you have of melting theſouls of mankind. Let 


me die if you would not ſerve for alms-gatherer to the 


capuchins. Pſhaw, ſays he, I have done ſomething more 


than filling my wallet. Know that I have diſcovered a 


certain nymph, Barba by name, whom I was formerly 
in love with. I found ber mightily altered: ſhe too, 
like us, is turned devotee; ſhe lives with two or three 


other ſhe-ſaints, who edify the world in publick, and play 
the whore in private. At firſt ſne did not recolle& me: 


How is this! Madam Barba, ſaid I to her, is it poſſible 
you cannot-call to mind your: old friend and admirer _ 


Ambroſe? Faith, Signior Lamela, cried ſhe, I could ne- 
ver have thought to ſee you again, at leaſt in that habit. 
How comes it that you are turned hermit? I have not 
"oY to tell you now, replied I; the ſtory is a little too? 

long: but to-morrow night I will come and ſatisfy your 
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hermitage 1 x 
had at Arragon to come | hither to aſſiſt the venerable : 
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curioity z and will likewiſe bring along with me Priar 


John my comrade. Friar John! interrupted ſhe, that 


good anchorite that dwells in the hermitage near this 
town? You jeſt ſure! ' Why they ſay he is above a hun- 
dred years old. It is true, anſwered I, he was ſo old, 


but he is grown a great deal younger within theſe fer 


days. He is at preſent the ſame age as myſelf. Well, 


bring him, replied Barba, I perceive there is ſome wy 
ſtery in the affair. 


No ſooner did the next day-light begin to „ pe 


than we ſet out for the houſe of theſe pretended devo- 


tees, who had prepared a very elegant ſupper for us. We 


immediately took off our hermit's diſguiſe, and without 
ceremony diſcovered ourſelves. to our princeſſes, who, 
not to be more reſerved than we, ſhewed us what falſe 
devotees are capable of, when they baniſh grimace. We 


ſpent the greateſt part of the night at table, and did not 


retire to our hermitage till day-light began to appear. 
We were not long in paying them another viſit, or ra- 


ther, did the fame thing almoſt every day during three 


months: ſo that two-thirds of our money was ſpent in 


the company of thoſe nymphs: but one being ſuſpici- 
ous of our characters, has informed the magiſtrates of 


it, who are this very day to pay a viſit to the hermitage, 
to ſecure our reverend perſons. Ambroſe being yeſ- 
terday ſceking alms at Cuenca, met one of our ſiſters, 


who putting a billet into his hand, faid, One of my 
friends writ me this letter, which I was going to ſend 


you by an expreſs. Let brother John ſee it; and take 
your meaſures accordingly. This was the billet, gen - 


- tlemen, which I received from Lamela in your preſence, 


and which made us fly ſo precipitately from our lonely 
dwelling. | 


Don 
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a CRAP. n. 


Den RaphaeP's Confultation with Me 1 and the” 
Adventure which happened to them, when they were 


— 


e the F 1 wow 
oN Raphael 18 tk =, his Biers a 
in my opinion, was ſomewhat tedious, Don Al. 
phonſo very politely told him, that he was highly en- 
tertained with it. Then Signior Ambroſe opened, and 
directing himſelf to his fellow adventurer, he ſaid, Con- 
ſider, Don Raphael, what time of day it is; the fun is 
now ſetting, Methinks it would not be amiſs to con- 
ſult what courſe we are now to take. You are in the” 
right, replied his comrade, we muſt pitch upon the place 
we are next to go to. For my part, replied Lamela, » 
I think we had beſt be jogging on without any further - «ll 
loſs of time; let us reach Requena to-night, and the 11 
next day enter the kingdom of Valencia, where we wilt 
give a looſe to our ingenuity. I foreſee we ſhall make 
2 good hand of it there. His comrade, who looked up- 
on his preſages as infallible, aſſented to his opinion. As 
for Don Alphonſo and myſelf, being refolved to acqui» 
eſce in whatever was agreed to by thoſe two honeſt ca- 
valiers, we ently waited the reſult * the conſultati- 
on. 
It was in ſhort tet: chat we ſhould take the 
road to Requena, and we began to make our diſpoſiti- 
ons accordingly. We made another meal lize that in 
the morning: we then loaded the horſe with the lea- 
ther- bottle, and our other proviſions. All this being 
done, and the night lending us the obſcurity we ſtood 
in need of for our more ſecure travelling, we began to 
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advance out of the wood: but we had ſcarce proceed - 


ed a hundred paces when we diſcovered among the 


trees a light, which diſturbed us not a little. What is 


that? cried Don Raphael. Are not they, 8 ye, 
ſome officers of juſtice ſent in ſearch of us? 1 rather 


imagine they are trayellers, replied Ambroſe; and that 
being benighted, they are got into this wood till day re- 


turns: but, added he, L may be miſtaken, 1 will go and 


view them: ſtay you three here: Pwill be back imme- 


diately. Upon this, he moves forward to the light, 
which was not far off: he ſteals ſoftly up to it, and put- 


ting aſide the leaves and branches which were in his 


way, he looks with all the care and earneſtneſs that the 
thing ſeemed to him to deſerve. He ſaw upon the 
graſs, round a candle that was ſtuck in a clod of clay, 


four men ſitting, having juſt devoured a paſty, and emp- 
tied a pretty large leathern-bottle of wine.. He likewiſe 
perceived, a few paces from them, a gentleman and a 
lady tied to two trees, and a little farther off a calaſh, 

with two mules ſumptuouſly capariſoned. He at firſt 
fight concluded that the four men muſt be robbers, and 


their diſcourſe, which he overheard, confirmed him i = -. 


his conjecture. The four rogues diſcovered an equal 


deſire of poſſeſſing the lady that was fallen intg their 


clutches; at laſt they reſolved to caſt lots for her. La- 


mela, upon this, returned to us, and made a faithful re- 
port of all he had ſeen and heard. Who knows, ſaid 


Don Alphonſo, but that the lady and gentleman whom 


| theſe villains have bound to the trees, may be perſons 


of the firſt quality? Shall we ſtand ſtill and ſuffer them 


to fall a ſacrifice to the barbarity and beaſtlineſs of hi gh⸗ 


waymen? No, let us fall upon them, and kill every 
one of them. I agree to it, cried Don Raphael: I am 


aas ready to do a good action as an ill one. Ambroſe, 
for his part, ſignified his willingneſs to make one in an 
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enterpriſe, FR which, ſaid: he, 1 forſee we ſhall bewelt 
paid, beſides the laudableneſs of it. Nor do Ilie, when 
I aver, that on this occaſion I was not in the leaſt afraid 
of the danger, and that no knight-errant ever ſhewed 
himſelf more ready to ſerve the ladies. But to ſpeak 
the truth without vanity, the danger was not great; for 
Lamela having informed us that the robbers' arms were 
all in a heap ten or a dozen paces from them, it was 
mo difficult matter for us to execute our deſign. We 
tied our horſe to a tree, and; with as little noife as-pof- - 
| ible, we-approached to the place where they were fit-' - 
ting. They were talking with great warmth, and made 
a buſtle that aſſiſted us to ſurpriſe-them. We made. 
ourſelves maſters of their arms before they diſcovered us, 
then firing in their, "__ _ we laid them: * dead. 
upon the ſpot. | 
In doing this the light went out, fo that we ql 
in the dark. For all that, we untied the man and wo- 
man, who were ſo frighted, that they had not power to 
thank us for what we had done for them. It is true, 
they did not at firſt know what to think of us, nor whe- 
ther to look on us as their deliverers, or as a new troop: 
of banditti, who would ufe them no better than the 
former. But we encouraged them by telling them that we 
would conduct them to an inn which Ambroſe told us 
was not half a league off, and that there they might take 
all the neceſſary meaſures for proſecuting their journey 
to the place they deſigned to go to. After theſe aſſu- 
rances, which revived their ſpirits exceedingly, we re- 
placed them in their calaſh, and led the mules by the 
bridle out of the wood. The next thing our anchorites 
did, was to examine the pockets of the flain. And 
then we went and ſecured Don Alphonſo's horſe. We 
likewiſe ſeized the rogues' horſes, which were tied to 
the trees hard by the field of battle; and leading them 
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all off, we followed brother Anthony, who was mounts 
ed on one of the mules, to lead the calaſh to the inn; 


which however we did not reach till two hours. after, 


though he had aſſured us that i it was * no 2 dünne 
mou the wood. 


We ee e at the door: not a ſoul but wan fa 


1 En from one end of the ha fe to the other. The hoſt 
and hoſteſs got up in haſte, and were not ſorry that their 


reſt was broken by the arrival of a company, that looks 


ed as if they would ſpend more money at their houſe 
than they really did. In a moment the whole inn was 


kghted. Don Alphonſo and Lucinda's illuſtrious. ſow | 
lent the gentleman and lady their hands ta help them 
out of their calaſh; nay, they waited on them as their 


gentlemen · uſhers to their very chambers, where à great 
many compliments were paſſed on both ſides; and we 


were not a little ſurpriſed when we underſtood, that it 
was no other than the Count de Polan himſelf, and his 


daughter Seraphina, whom we bad juſt reſcued. It is 


impoſſible to expreſs how much both the lady and Al- 
phonſo were ſurpriſed when they recollected each other 


again. The Count did not mind it, he was fo engroſ- 


fed with other things. He began and told us how the 
thievesaſſaulted them, and how they had ſeized his daugh · 


der and himſelf, after they had murdered his poſtilion, a 

page, and a valet de chambre. 
: ling us that he had a lively ſenſe of the obligation he lay 
under to us, and that if we would call on him at To- 


He concluded with tel - 


ledo,where he ſhould be in a month's time, we ſhould 


- 


This nobleman's daughter was not leſs ſincere in thank- 


ing us for having ſo fortunately-delivered them. Ra- 


phael and myfelf judging that we ſhould do Alphonſo _ 


*a ſingular favour if we gave him an opportunity to talk 


a moment in private with that young ed we gratis» 
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fied his defre, by amuſing the Count de W Char- 
ming Seraphina, ſaid Don Alphonſo to the lady in A 
low accent, I no longer complain of fortune, that con- 
ſtrains me to live a baniſhed man, ſince I have had the 
happineſs to contribute to the important ſervice that has 
been done you. How! anſwered ſhe, ſighing, was it 
you that ſaved my life and honour? Ts it you to whom 
my father and I are ſo much indebted? Alas! Don 

Alphonſo, why were you ſo unfortunate as to be the 
| occaſion of the death of my brother? Here ſhe ſtopt; 
but he eaſily ſaw by theſe words, and the tone in which 
they were uttered, that, how greatly ſoever he was en- 
amoured with the amiable daughter of the Count de Fo- 
lan, ſhe was not n ſo * 1 
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CHAP. I. 


. How Gil Blas and his Companions employed themſelves af. 


ter they leſt the Count de Polan. The important Pro- 
ject which e formed, and how it was Put in Ex- 
ecutian. 


3 


Poſan in returning us thanks, and aſſuring us 


that he would not be ungrateful to us, he called the 


landlord, to conſult with him about the means af getting 


fafely to Tunis, to which place his journey was directed. 
| We left that Lord to take his meaſures accordingly, and 
going from the inn, followed the road which Lamela 


e 46 proper to chuſe for us. 


" ALF of the night being ſpent by the Count de 


Aſter travelling two n. the day overtook us near 


* ; 
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campen We made directly to the mountains which” 
are between that town and Requena. There we paſſed 
the day in taking our repoſe, and in counting our finan- 
ces, which the plunder of the thieves had very much 
increaſed, for we had found in their pockets above three 
hundred piſtoles. We ſet forward again in the begin - 
ning of the night, and next morning we entered into 
the kingdom of Valencia. We retired into the "firſt 
wood that preſented itſelf to our view. We went in- 

to the very thickeſt part of it, and came to a place Where 
ran a ſtream of cryſtalline water, which gentiy glided 
into the river Guadalaviar. The agreeable ſhade which 
the trees lent us, and the graſs with which the place a- 
bundantly ſupplied our horſes, would have determined 
us to balt I had we'not WIRE BEER FORO to 750 
it. 

Here then we alightcd, and ovine to paſh bon ee 
very agreeably; but when we went to breakfaſt, we found 
but very little victuals in our budget. Our bread be- 
gan to grow ſhort, and our leathern bottle was become 
a body witbout a ſoul. Gentlemen, ſays Ambroſe o 
us, the moſt delightful retreats are not at all to my taſte 
without Bacchus and Ceres. We muſt recruit our pro- 
viſions: I will go to Xelva for this purpoſe. It is a 
handſome town not above two leagues off. I ſhall ſoon: 
diſpatch this little journey. So faying, he laid the bud- 
get and the bottle on a horſe, leapt into the ſaddle, and 
rode out of the wood with a diſpatch that promiſed a 
very quick return. 

But he did not come ben ſo ſoon as we "rial: 
The better part of the day paſſed: night itſelf prepared 
to cover the trees with her ſable wings, when we ſaw 
our purveyor, whoſe long ſtay began to make us uneaſy. 
He deceived our expectations by the quantity of things: 
which he brought with him. He. was laden not only 
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. with the leathern bottle full of excellent wine, and the * 
1 budget with bread and all ſorts of roaſt fowl; there was chan 
| alſo upon the horſe a great bundle of things, which we N 
viewed very attentively. He obſerved it, and ſaid to us doub 
ſmiling: I defy Don Raphael, and the whole world put: be ae 
together, to gueſs why I have purchaſed: theſe things. of m 
In faying this, he opened the bundle, to ſhow us ſepa- Hl 
rately the things we had only ſeen in groſs. ' He ſpread: s | 
out a cloak, and a very long black gown; two doublets 


with their breeches; an inkhorn, with pens and ink; a wo 
quire of fine white paper, a padlock, with a large ſeal, „ 
and ſome green wax. Aſter he had exhibited to us all I 2e 


his wares, Don Raphael ſaid to him joking: Faith, Mr. lun 
Ambroſe, you have made a fine bargain: might one be n 
fo bold as to aſk- what uſe you mean to put it to? An but 


ſelf, and that there is no danger in truſting me. Is he the 
not a ſtrange animal? He will truſt a perſon of quality | ſeco 


a 


J 
_ BY admirable good one, replied Lamela. All theſe things, a Je 
colt me but ten doubloons, and I dare engage that they ly to 
. will bring us five hundred. You may depend upon I 
what I fay; I ſeldom encumber myſelf with things that o 
are of no uſe; and to convince you that I was no fool habi 
for making this purchaſe, I will inform you of A projekt fury! 
which I have formed. alwa 
After having ſtocked myſelf with bread, continued ap pe 
| he, I went into a cook's ſhop, where I ordered them to: £l * bre 
| lay down to the fire fix paftridges, and as many pullets one | 
if and young rabbits. While theſe were roaſting, a man- of "0 
| came into the ſhop in a very great paſſion, who complain- 0 
| ing loudly againſt the behaviour that a tradeſman of the a tr 
| town had given him, faid to the cook: By St. Jago! | 
| Samuel Simon is the moſt ridiculous merchaitt. in all I we 
Xelva. He juſt now affronted me in his open ſhop. have 
| The raſcal would not truſt me with 6x ells of cloth. Tet | 7-2" 
il „ he knows that I am a very reſponſible tradeſman my» rich 
'x 
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| with all bis heart. He bad rather run a riſk with them, 
than oblige an honeſt neighbour,” with whom there is 


none to run, like a Jew as he is! May it fall upon him 
double, J fay, and I will warrant my wiſh will one-day 


be accompliſhed. There are a great — tradefmen = 


of my way of thinking. 

Hearing him ſay this and a great deal more, there 
was ſomething within me, as it were, which told me 1 
ſhould cheat this Samuel Simon. Friend, ſays Ito the 
man who complained of that tradeſman, of what charac» 
ter is this perſon whom you mentioned? Of a very ill 


one, replied he bluntly. He is as damned a griping u- 
ſurer as any this day in Spain, though he affects the 5 
manners of a benevolent man. He was formerly a Jew, 


but is turned Catholic: though in his foul he is as great 


a Jew as Pilate himſelf was, and abjured his religion on- = 


ly for intereſt. 


I paid great attention to all this, and when I werte 


out of the cook's ſhop, did- not fail to inquire out the 
babitation of Samuel Simon. A man ſhewed it me, I 
ſurveyed his ſhop very narrowly, and my imagination, 
always ready at a pinch, ſketched out a ſtratagem, which 
appeared worthy the valet of Signior Gil Blas. I'went'to 


a broker's ſhop, where I bou ghttheſe habits which youſee,. 
one fot acting the part of an inquiſitor in, the other for that 


of a ſecretary, and the third to perſonate.an alguazil. 


Oh, my dear Ambroſe! interrupted Don Raphael, in 
A tranſport of joy, what a glorious idea preſents itſelf! 
What a beautiful plan! I am jealous of the invention. 


I would give up the greateſt maſterpieces of my life, to 
have been the author of ſuch a happy ſcheme! Yes, 


Lamela, added he, I conceive, my friend, the whole 
richneſs of thy deſign. You need not be uneaſy about 


the execution of it. You will want two good actors to 


: ſecond you, and here they are. Thou halt a hypocri- 


4 — — — 2 ů ᷣᷣISᷣ ͤm— _— — —— 
a ok 8 p a 


: 290 T HE ADVENTURES 


tical face of thy own, and wilt play the ntfs to a 
miracle. I will repreſent the ſecretary, and Signior 
Gil Blas ſhall, if he pleaſe, repreſent the alguazil. The 


act the farce; and I will anſwer for the ſucceſs of it, 
unleſs there interferes ſome of thoſe croſs-bites, which 
ſometimes confound the: beſt, concerted deſigns, 


which Don Raphael praiſed ſo much; but at ſupper they 
explained it more fully to me, and then I began to like 
it myſelf, After having diſpatched part of our meat, 
and given a warm reception to the leathern bottle, we 
ſtretched ourſelves out upon the graſs, and were not 
Tong in falling aſleep. Up, up! cried Signior Am- 

broſe, at break of day: People that have great under- 
takings to execute, ought not to be ſo lazy. How as» 


ing. This bodes no good to Mr. Simon. I grant it, 
replied Lamela. Nay, which is more, added he laugh - 
ing, I dreamed in the night that I was twiching hairs 
out of his beard. Is not that a villainous dream for 
him, Mr. Secretary? Theſe pleaſantries were followed 
by a thouſand more, which put us into a very good 
humour. We made a hearty breakfaſt, and then fell 
to preparing ourſelves to act our parts. Ambroſe put 
on the lung gown and cloak, fo that he looked exactly 
like a commiſlary of the holy office. Don Raphael and 
myſelf too drefied ourſelves ſo as greatly to reſemble a 
ſecretary and an alguazil. We ſpent a good deal of 
time in diſguiſing ourſelves, and it was paſt two o'clock 
in the afternoon when we got out of the wood in our 
way to Xelva. It is true, there needed no great haſte, for 
we were not to begin the play till towards night; there- 
fore we travelled at a very flow pace, and ſtopt at the 
* gates of the town to. wait for Na ara 


parts you ſee are given outalready; to-morrow we will 


T had as yet but a very confuſed idea of the project 


lert you are, Mr. Inquiſitor! cries Don Raphael gap- 


; OF 6 T 2148. 1 


When that was come, we left aur horſes there un- 1 
der the guard of Don Alphonſoz who was glad he had 2 i 
no other part to perform. Don Raphael, Ambroſe, —_ 
and myſelf, went not directly to Samuel Simon's, but ; 1 
to a tavern hard by his houſe. Mr. Inquiſitor marched 
| firſt. He enters, and ſays gravely to the landlord: 
Maſter, I would talk with you a little in private. 'The 
|| publican took us into a parlour, where Lamela ſeeing 
, him alone with us, faid to him: I am a commiſſary of 
the holy office, and am come hither upon an affair of 
great importance. At theſe words, the man of the 
houſe turned pale, and anſwered with a trembling voice, 
that he did not know he had given the holy inquiſition 
any cauſe of complaint againſt him. Neither does it 
mean to give you its trouble, replied Ambroſe ina gentle 
voice, God forbid it ſhould not make a diſtinction 
. between guilt and innocence. It is ſevere, but never 
unjuſt, In a word, nobody feels its chaſtiſements but 
thoſe who have deſerved them. lt is not upon your 
account that I am come to Xelva. It is upon that of 
a certain tradeſman called Samuel Simon. We have 
received a very ill report of him. They ſay he is ſtill 
a Jew, and has.embraced Chriſtianity only for ſecular 
ends. I charge you on the part of the holy office to 
tell me what you know of that man. Beware of ex- 
cuſing him, as being his neighbour, and perhaps his 
friend; for, let me tell you, if I ſee the leaſt prevari- 
cation in your evidence, you yourſelf are a loſt man, 
Come, Secretary, continued he, turning to Don Ra- 
r do your duty. ä 
Mr. Secretary upon this pulls out his inkhotn, o 
pens his paper, ſits down to a table, and prepares with 
ibe graveſt face in the world to write down the depo- 
ſition of the landlord, who on his part proteſted that 
he would tell nothing but the truth. Well any fays* . 
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the inquiſitor to him, let us begin. All you are to do 
is to anſwer the queſtions I'ſhall put to you. Does 
Samuel Simon 80 to church? Truly never minded, ſays 
the tarern- man. I do not remember I ever ſaw him at 
church. Good, cried the Inquiſitor. Write down, that he 
is never ſeen at church. Ido not ſay that, Mr. Commiſſary, 
cried the hoſt, I only ſay that I myſelf never ſaw him 
there. He may be in a church where Jam, and I not 
ſee him. Friend, replied Lamela, you forget that you 
muſt not, in your examination, excuſe Samuel Simon. 
I have told you the conſequence of ſo doing. Tou are 
only to tell thoſe things which make againſt him, and 
not a word in his favour. If that be the cafe, Signior 
Licentiate, anſwered the hoſt, you will not learn much 
by my depoſition. I am nor acquainted with the man; 
I know neither good nor ill of him; but if you would 
be informed how he lives in his own family, I will call 
you his man Gaſpard, and you may interrogate him, 
He often comes here to make merry with his friends. 
An eternal talker! He will tell you his maſter's whole 
nough for your ſecretary. heh 5 

I like your freedom, ſays Aibroſe, and you ſhew- 
your zeal for the holy office, by your telling me of one 
who is acquainted with the manners of Samuel Si- 
mon. I will report you to the inquiſition. Make 
haſte then, continued he, and bring hither this Gaſ- 


The tavern man acquitted himſelf of his commiſſion 


the ſervant along with him. It was Juſt ſuch a talka- 
tive young fellow as we wanted. You are welcome, 
my lad, ſays Lamela to him. You behold in me an 
2 commiſſioned by the 8. oflice to take in- 


life. 1 will warrant him that he finds employment e- 


pard you tell us of: but do things with diſcretion; do 
not let his maſter know a tittle of what has paſſed. 


with a great deal of ſecrecy and diligence. He brought 


:fap ox% Lat oo 


ſormations againſt Samuel Simon, who is accuſed of 


Judaiſm. Tou live with him, and of courſe are wit= 


neſs to moſt of his actions. I do not think it is ne- 
ceſſary to inform you of the obligation you are un- 
der to declare all you know of him, when I command 


you to do it on the part of the holy inquiſition. Sig- 
nior Licentiate, replied the young fellow, I ſhould be 
ready to fatisfy you upon this head, even though you 
did not command me to do it on the part of the holy 
office. If my maſter were to give me a character, I 


am perfuaded he would not ſpare me; no more will 


him. In the firſt place, therefore, know, that he is ſuch 
a ſarly old cuff, there is no knowing where to have 


him; that he affects the appearance of a ſaint, though. 


at the bottom he is not poſſeſſed of one bit of virtue, 
He goes every night to a gipſey that I am very 
glad to hear this, interrupted Ambroſe. I find by 


what you ſay that he is a man of bad morals. ate 


anſwer preciſely to the queſtions I ſhall put to ye 
It is principally religion that I'am to diſcoyer his 
nions in. Tell me, do you eat any pork at your houſe? 


do not think, replied Gaſpard, we have had it above 


twice during the whole year I have been in his houſe, 


Very well, faid Mr. Inquiſitor, write down, Regiſter, 
that they never eat a bit of pork in Samuel Simon's 


family. But then, continued he, no doubt you have 
lamb ſometimes? Yes, ſometimes, replied the young 


fellow; for example, we had a whole one laſt Eaſter, 
A lucky epocka! cried the Commiſſary; write down, 


Regiſter, that Simon obſerves the paſſover. S0 far 
good. This Lon 174 _w come to aun 1 
ſee s? | 


You muſt alſo inform me, friend; 660 Lame⸗ 


la, if you never ſaw your maſter careſs and fondle 
young children? Very often, 9 Gaſpard. When- 
Vol. II. 1 
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ever he fees 2 little boy paſſing by the ſhop, if he is 
but indifferently pretty, he immediately ſtops him. 


Write down, Regiſter, interrupted the inquiſitor, that. 
Samuel Simon is violently ſuſpected of decoying the 
children of Chriſtians into his houſe, in order to mur- 
der them. A brave proſelyte this! The holy office, 


Mr. Simon, take my word for it, ſhall: have to do with 
you. Do not imagine that it will ſuffer you to per- 


form your bloody facrifices with impunity. Go on, 
zealous Gaſpard, ſays he to the ſervant, and declare 
all: give us to underſtand, that this falſe Catholic is 


more ſtrict than ever in obſerving the cuſtoms and ce- 
Is not he one day of the week _ 
in a perfect inaction? No, anſwered Gaſpard, I can- 


re monies of the Jews. 


not ſay that: I only know that there are days on which 
he locks himſelf up in his cloſet, where he ſtays a con- 
fiderable time. There is the thing, cried the Comiſ- 
ſaty: ke keeps the Sabbath, or I am no Inquiſitor. 


Mark, Regiſter. mark that he is a rigid obſerver of the 


faſt of the Sabbath. Abominable wretch! I have but 
one queſtion more. Does he not oſten talk of Jeru- 
falem? Very often, replied the young fellow. He tells 
us the hiſtory of the Jews, and how the temple of Je- 


ruſalem was deſtroyed. Right, right, replied Ambroſe. 
Mr. Secretary, be ſure you do not forget this particu- 
lar; write in capital letters, that Samuel Simon thinks 


of nothing but the reſtoration of the temple, and that 
he meditates day and night how to re-eſtabliſh the na- 
tion of the Jews, I will hear no more; it is needleſs 
to alk any other queſtions. The depoſition of the ve- 
racious Gaſpard is enough to burn a whole ſhun: 
gogue. 


When Mr. Commiſſary of the holy office had in⸗ 


terrogated Simon's apprentice in this manner, he told 


Sim, that he might be gone, but charged him not to 


/ 


fay a woed t to his maſter of what bad 3 Gas 


pard promi iſed to- obey, and took his leave. We were 
not long after him. We marched out of the tavern 


with the ſame gravity as we entered, and went and 


knocked at the door of Samuel Simon. He himſelf 
opened it to us, and was greatly amazed to behold 
three ſuch figures as we made; but he was much more 
. ſo, when Lamela, who was the ſpokeſman, ſaid to him 
in an imperious tone: Mr, Samuel, I command you, 
on the part of tht) holy inquiſition, whoſe commiſſary 


T have the honour to be, to give me this moment the - 
key of your cloſet. I want to ſee if I cannot find there 
fomething that may juſtify the informations which have 


been preſented to us againſt you. 


Samuel Simon, confounded at theſe. words, nate 


rwo ſteps backwards, as if ſomebody had given him a 
blow on the ſtomach. Far from ſuſpecting any trick 


in us, he really imagined that ſome ſecret enemy had 
informed againſt him to the holy office, and perhaps 


knowing himſelf to be no very good Catholic, he had 

reaſon to be afraid of ſuch an information. Be that 

as it will, L never ſaw a man ſo diſconcerted. He o- 

beyed without the leaſt reſiſtance, and with all the re- 

ſpect it is poſſible for one to have who dreads the in- 

quiſition, he opened us his cloſet. However, ſays 
E Ambroſe going in, I am-glad to find that you receive 
6 the commands of the holy office without contumacy: 


8 but} added he, retire into another room, and leave me 


oy 


P to perform my function. Samuel oppoſed this order 


no more than he did the firſt, He retired to his ſhop,. 
. and we all three went into his cloſet, where, without 
| lofing our time, we fell to ranſacking of his caſh. We 


5 were not long in finding it. It was in an open coffer, 
where there was a great deal more than we could car- 


o 2 off. It conſiſted of an immenſc number ef bags 
L 2 | 
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heaped one upon another; but all in ſilver. We ih old 
have liked it better if it had been gold; but things 
being as they were, we were forced to * nn mn 
what we could get. % 

We ſtuffed our. pockets with ducats. we ee 
chem into our breeches and every where elſe, where 
we thought they would be private enough. In ſhott, 
we were heavy laden, though our cargo was unſeen; 
which was done by the art of Ambroſe and Don Ra- 
phael, who thereby convinced me that thereof is ee 
like being a proficient in one's trade. 

We leſt the cloſer, after having made fo rare a 1230 
on it; and then, for reaſons which the reader will very 
eaſily gueſs, Mr. Inquiſitor drew out his padlock, and 
fixed it himicif upon the door. Aﬀterwards putting the 
ſeal upon it, he ſaid to Simon: Maſter Samuel, I com- 
mand you, on the part of the holy inquiſition, not to 

dare to touch this padlock, nor the ſeal that is upon it, 
which you ought to reſpect, ſince it is the real ſeal of 
the holy office. I ſhall be here again to-morrow at 
the ſame hour, to take it off, and bring you further or- 
ders. Then he ordered the door to be opened, and 
out we marched, greatly delighted with our good ſuc- 
ceſs. When we were near fifty ſteps from the houſe, 
we began to get on with ſo much ſpeed and nimble» 
neſs, that we ſcarce touched the ground, notwithſtan- 
ding the load that was about us. It was not Tong be- 


fore we were quite out of the town, and mounting our 
. . horſes, rode as faſt as poſſible to Segorba, offering our 


ſincereſt thanks to the god Mercury for the glorious 
{ſucceſs we had had in fo wn an Mu 
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What Relation Don AlShonſs and Gil Blas ande 
rhis . 


5 


A EL that 8 e halted; according to our 

laudable cuſtom, and at day-break found our- 
ſelves, near a little village about two leagues from Ser 
gorba. Being all very much tired, we. gladly quitted + 
the common road, to go to ſome. willows which we ſpied 
at the foot of a hill ten or twelve hundred paces off the 
village, in which we did not think proper to ſtop. We 
ſound that theſe willows gave an agreeable ſnade, and 
that they were watered: by a purling ſtream. We liked 
the place, and reſolyed to paſs. the day there. We 
alighted therefore. We unbridled: our horſes, that they 
might feed, and we lay down upon the graſs, - where 
we reſted ourſelves.a little. And then we quite emp» 


tied our budget and our bottle. Having made a hear - | 


ty breakſaſt, we fell to telling over all the money we 
had taken from Samuel. Simon. It amounted to three 
thouſand ducats. 9o that with this ſum, and that 
which we had before, we migen boaſt of having, a very 
good. ſtock, 
As we were: e obliged to think.of getting more provi- 
ſions, Ambroſe and Don Raphael, after having laid a- 
ſide their habits of Inquiſitor and Secretary, ſaid they 
would take that care upon themſelves; that the adven- 
ture of Xelva. had only. given them a- greater reliſh for 
more, and that they longed. to go to Segorba, to ſee 
whether any occaſion would. offer of making another 
prize. As for you, adds the ſon of Lucinda, you may“ 
wait * us under theſe willows. We ſhall focn * 


13 


— 5 — — — "re 2 —— 2 v — 1 * 
EE et Ce as rr 
% 


198 THE advexturss: | 
with you again. Signior Don Raphael, cried Haugh- 


ing, if once you get out of our ſight, we may ſtay long 
enough if we ſlay till you come to us again. We are 
affronted by your ſuſpicion, replied Signior Ambroſe; 


but we deſerve it from you. You are excuſable in dif- 


truſting us, after what we did to you at Valladolid; 
and it is therefore no wonder you ſhould imagine we 
will make no more fcruple of leaving you than the 


comrades whom we gave the ſlip to in that city. But, 


however, you are deceived. The gang which we quit- 
ted there, conſiſted of perſons of very bad characters, 


and their ſociety began to grow inſupportable to us. 
All the world muſt do this juſtice to men of our pro- 


feſſion, that there are very few ſocieties in civil liſe 
ſeldomer divided by intereſt than we are: but when 
there is no conformity of inclinations among us, our 
good underſtanding may be broken, like that of the 
reſt of mankind. Therefore, Signior Gil Blas, conti- 
nued Lamela, I beg you and Signior Don Alphonſo to 
have a little more confidence in us; and let not the 
deſire of Don Raphael and me to 90 to Segorba make 


you in the leaſt uneaſy. 


But we may quickly remove the very cauſe of their 


uneaſineſs, ſays Don Raphael; let them have the mo- 


ney in their own hands. Then will they have a very 
good ſecurity for our returning. You ſee, Signior Gil 
Blas, added he, that we come to the point at once. By 
this means you will be ſafe; as for Ambroſe and my- 
ſelf, I will affure you we ſhall be in no apprehenſion 
of your giving us the ſlip. Will not you truſt us after 


| ſuch a mark as this of our fidelity? Yes, yes, Gentle- 
men, replied I; you may now go where you think pro- 
per. They went their ways that moment, taking with 
them the leathern bottle and the budget, and left me 
under the willows with Don Alphonfo, who ſaid to me 
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after thete Ader Signior Gil Blas, 1 muſt Ale 
my ſentiments to you. I upbraid myſelf for having 
had ſo much complaifance as to come thus far with - 
thefe two rogues. Lou cannot imagine how often I. 


have repented it already. -Yeſternight, while T'watch-- 


ed the horſes, F made: a thouſand mortifying reflections; 


I conſidered that it ill became a young man, who has 


principles of honour, to live with ſueh vicious fellows 


as Don Raphael and Lamela; that if, which may ve-- 


ry eaſily happen, the ſuccefs of a cheat ſhould unluc- 
kily prove to be ſuch as to bring us into the hands of 
Juſtice, 1 ſhall then have the ſhame” to be puniſhed 
with them as a thief. Theſe" images occur inceflants - 


ly to my mind, and I muſt needs own” to you that 1 


have taken a reſolution to part with them, that I may 
no longer be an accomplice in their roguith tricks. 1 
dare ſay, continues he, you do not diſapprove of my 
deſign, Far from it, replied 1: though TI! acted the 
part of an alguazil in the farce'of 8amuel Simon; yet L 
would not have you imagine that theſe ſort of pieces 
are to my taſte. I call heaven to witneſs; that while 1 
was playing this honourable part, I faid to myſelf, faith, 
Mr. Gil Blas, if a true alguazil ſhould come now and 
take you by the collar, you would richly deſerve che 
reward you would be apt to meet with. Signior Den 
Alphonſo, I have no more inclination than you to ſtay 
in this honeſt company : if you pleaſe, I will accompa- 
ny you. When thoſe gentlemen return, we will de- 
mand our ſhare of the ſtock; and to- morrow morning, 
or this very night, we will bid them adieu. 4 

The lover of the amiable Seraphina agreed to my 
propoſal. Let us go to Valencia, ſays he, and embark 
for Italy, where we may enter ourſelves into the ſervice 
of the republic of Venice. Is it not better to bear arms, 


than to lead this baſe guilty life? We ſhall be in a 
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condition to appear very genteelly with the money. 
have. Not that I make uſe of ſuch ill-gotten —_ 
adds he, without a good deal of remorſe; but beſides 


that I am forced by necellity ,tozda_it;, if ever I have 


the leaſt good fortune in the wars, I ſwear L-will. repay 


Samuel Simon the money we have wronged him of. I 


aſſured Don Alphonſo. that my ſentiments. agreed ex- 
accly with his, and we reſolyed- to leave our comrades 
the very next morning at day- break. We were not in 
the leaſt tempted to take advantage of their abſence, I 


mean to go off with the money: the confidence they 


had repoſed in us in leaving us maſters of it, did not 
ſuffer us to have the leaſt inclination: for doing it. 
Towards the evening, Ambroſe and Don. Raphael 
came back from Segorba. The firſt thing they told us 
was, that their journey had. been very ſucceſsful; that 
they had laid the foundations of a trick, which would 
apparently be more profitable to us than the former. 
Then the ſon of Lucinda was going to give us a full 
account of it; but Don Alphonſo interrupted him, and 
informed them of the reſolution he had taken to leave 
them. I, on my fide, let them know that I had em- 
braced the ſame deſign. They did all in their power 
to diſſuade us from going, but to no purpoſe; for, af- 


ter having the day following divided our ſtock, we took + 
our leaves of. them, and bent our courſe towards Va- 
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After hae blagrecable Accident. Den Abe obta ted 
to the Summit of his Deſires; and by. what Adventure- 
4 Blas fell into very happy penny 3 


AVING. puſbedon at a briſk rate; we were not 


5 


long in arriving at Bunol, , where. we were o- 


bliged to ſtop; Don Alphonſo unfortunately fell ill of. 


a high fever, with ſuch violent paroxyſms, that I be- 


gan to fear his life. But by good Juck there was no- 
phyſicians in the place, and ſo I eſcaped with only a 
little fear. He was out of danger at the end of three 


days, and my care preſently ſet him upon his legs a- 


gain. He was extremely ſenſible of all that I had done 
for him, and as we had a reciprocal kindneſs: for each 
other, we ſwore an eternal friendſhip between us. 


We renewed our journey, fully: determined, when 


we arrived at Valencia, to ſeize the fitſt opportunity 
that offered for paſſing into Italy. But Heaven diſpo- 


ſed of. us otherwiſe. Seeing at the gates of a fine caſ-- 
tle ſeveral. peaſants of boch ſexes dancing in a ring, and 


making merry, we drew near to them, in order to be 


ſpectators of their ſports; but Don Alphonſo little ex- 


pected the ſurpriſe with which he was-ſuddenly ſtruck. 
He perceived the Baron de Steinbach, who recollecting 
him, ran to him with open arms, and ſaid to him i in 

a tranſport of joy: Ah, Don Alphonſo, is it- vou! what 
a happy rencounter is this! While you are ſearched- 
for over the whole kingdom, chance preſents. you * 
my view, where you were leaſt expected. | 


My companion e alighting from his bert. 
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ran to embrace the Baron, whoſe joy ſeemed immode- 


rate. Come, my ſon, ſaid the worthy gentleman to 
him, you ſhall now be made acquainted with the au- 


thor of your being) and enjoy a Happy deſtiny. Ha- 


ving ſaid this, he led him into the caſtle. I alſo went 
in with them; for while they were embracing, Talight- 
ed from my lothe: and tied him to a tree, together 
with that of Don Alphonſo:, The maſter of the caſtle 
Was the firſt perſon who met us. He was about fifty 
years old, and of a grave aſpect: My Eord, ſaid the 
Baton de Steinbach, preſenting Don Alphonſo to bim, 
You ſee your ſon, Upon which, Don Cæſar de Ley- 
va, which was the name of the maſter of the caſtle, 


_ embraced Don Alphonſo, and ſtiedding' tears. of joy, 
My dear ſon, faid he, behold in me your real father. 


If Þ have left you ignorant of your quality thus long, 


believe that I did myſelf in it the moſt eruel violence. 
Numberleſs are the times that I have ff ghed for grief at 


my being forced to do ſoz but it was not in my power 
to avoid it. I married your mother for love; > ſhe was 
of a birth very much inferior to mine. I lived under 
the authority of a harſh father, which was the occafioh 
of my keeping ſecret a marriage contracted without his 
_eonſent. The Baron de Steinbach was the only perſon 
F truſted with this ſecret, and he brought you up at my 
deſire. But my father is now no more, and T may 
freely acknowledge you to be my lawfal heir. This 
is not all, continued he: I intend to marry you with a 
young lady, as exalted in ſtation as I myſelf am. My 
Lord, interrupted Don Alphonſo, do not make me pay 
too dear for the happineſs of which you tell me. Can 
I not be informed of the Honour of being your ſon) 
without hearing at the ſame time, that you intend to 
make me miſerable? Ah, my Lord, be not more cruel 
than your own father“ if he did not approve your love, 
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at leaſt he was. not ſo ſevere as to force you 5 to mary A 


contrary; to your inclination. MV ſon, replied Don 


Cæſar, I do not intend to tyrannize over your delites. 5 
But be ſo complaiſant as to ſee the lady I deſign for 


you. This is all I reguire from your obedience. 


Though ſhe is a lovely creature, and would be an ad- 
vantageous match, yet I give you my. promiſe not to 
9 in you to marry her. She is now in the caſ- 

Follow me. You yourſelf ſhall own that nothing 
can ** more amiable. 80 ſaying, he conducted Don 
Alphonſo into a room, into which 1 alſo went with the 
Baron de Steinbach, | 

The Count de Polan, with his two a Sera- 

phina and Juha, and his ſon-in-law, Don Fernando de 
Leyva, who was nephew to Don Cæſar, were here fit- 
ting, as were alſo ſeveral other gentlemen and ladies. 
Julia, as has been before obſerved, had been run off 
with by Don Fernando, and it was on account of their 
nuptials that the neighbouring country people were aſ- 
ſembled to make merry. No ſooner did Don Alphon- 
ſo enter the room, and his father had preſented him to 
the company, than the Count de Polan aroſe, and em- 
bracing him, ſaid, Welcome, my deliverer! Don Al- 
phonſo, continued he, behold the power that virtue has 
over generous ſouls; if you were the cauſe of my ſon's 
death, you alſo ſaved the lives of my daughter and me, 
I ſacrifice my reſentment, and give you Seraphina, 
Thus I acquit myſelf of my obligation. The ſon of 
Don Cæſar immediately teſtified to the Count de Polan 
how ſenſible he was of his generoſity and goodneſs of 
heart; and it is hard to ſay whether he was more re- 
joiced at the diſcovery of his birth, or at being offered 
Seraphina for his wife. In ſhort, they were married 
2 few days afterwards, to the infinite ſatisfaction of the * 
friends. of both parties. | | 
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The Count de Polan, knowing me to be one of his 


deliverers, told me, that I might depend upon his mak- 


ing my fortune; but I returned him many thanks for 
his generous offer, and would not leave Don Alphon- 
ſo, who made me his ſteward, and honouted me with 
his confidence. Not long after his marriage; he ſent 
me to Xelva, to repay Samuel Simon the money we 
had tricked him of, as he could not bear the thoughts 
of having been guilty of ſo Knaviſh an action. Thus 1 
began the office of ſteward where It daß to 7 Have en- 
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